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Big Dig project: The Massachu-
setts water authority is investigating
whether the Big Dig highway project

violated its permit by pumping mil-
lions of gallons of water into the region-
al sewer system.

The $14.6 billion Big Dig project has a per-
mit from the Massachusetts Water Resourc-
es Authority to pump out 36,000 gallons of
water per month from tunnels under Bos-
ton. But MWRA records obtained by The
Boston Globe show the project has been
pumping out a monthly average of 2.2 mil-
lion gallons.

The MWRA'’s investigation could result in
fines for the Massachusetts Turnpike Au-
thority, the agency overseeing the project.

DEA agent’s slaying: U.S. authorities took
custody Saturday of a man who was arrest-
ed 4Y: years ago in Mexico and accused of
Killing an undercover federal drug agent,
the Drug Enforcement Administration said.

Augustin Vasquez-Mendoza is facing a
murder charge in Maricopa County, Ariz.,
for the 1994 slaying of DEA agent Richard
Fass.

Vasquez Mendoza was arrested in central
Mexico in July 2000, and the United States
had been seeking his extradition ever since.

Cruise ship illnesses: About 230 people
aboard a cruise ship fell ill with a gas-
trointestinal illness while on a Caribbean
voyage, forcing the trip to end early.

About 200 of the 1,220 aboard

» What's new with old

Bangladesh strike:

protester Sunday during the second day of a
three-day general strike called by the main
opposition Awami League in Dhaka, Bang-
ladesh. Schools and shops were shut down
and transportation was disrupted after the
Killing of five members in a grenade attack
at a rally Thursday. The government denied
any i the blast and

the Holland America ship Veendam got sick
on the voyage, which ended Friday evening
in Tampa, about 13 hours early.

About 30 of the ship’s 572 crewmembers
also became sick.

World

Bloodshed in Congo: Militiamen carry-
ing guns and machetes killed 16 people last
week and kidnapped at least 34 young girls
in a series of attacks on a remote area of
eastern Congo, the United Nations said.

Two platoons of U.N. peacekeepers ar-
rived in the remote area by helicopter early
Saturday to protect the population from fur-
ther violence, U.N. spokesman Christophe
Boulierarch said by telephone from Bunia,
capital of Ituri province.

Consulate attack: The U.S. consulate in
the Red Sea port city of Jiddah has re-
opened, seven weeks after an attack on its
premises by Islamic militants left nine peo-
ple dead, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Em-

ordered an investigation. Investigators from
Interpol were to arrive Monday. Officials
also asked the United States for

Darfur crisis: Rebels in Sudan’s western
Darfur region called Sunday for the African
Union to send more troops to Darfur and
give the soldiers the mandate to stop govern-
ment troops and allied militia from attack-
ing civilians.

The Sudanese government is sending
more troops and military hardware to Dar-
fur, continues arming and recruiting Arab
militia, known as Janjaweed, and has built
airstrips in remote parts of the region to pre-
pare for new offensives against insurgents,
said Adam Ali Shogar, a spokesman for the
Sudan Liberation Movement, one Darfur’s
two main rebel groups.

War on terrorism

Hunt for Taliban chief: Police have
gleaned “useful” information from suspect-
ed members of Afghanistan’s Taliban mili-
tia who were arrested in southwestern Paki-
stani and are being interrogated for clues
about Taliban chief Mullah Mohammed
Omar, an official said Sunday.

Acting on a tip, police raided several
homes in Quetta late Thursday and cap-
tured as many as 23 Afghan nationals on sus-
picion of links with the Taliban and
al-Qaida.

Seventeen of the arrested men were alleg-
edly members of the Taliban militia.

British Gitmo detainees: Britain made no
promises to the United States to secure the
release of four Britons from U.S. military de-
tention at Guantanamo Bay, the govern-
ment’s chief legal officer said Sunday.

‘The comments by Lord Falconer, lhe lord

bassy in Riyadh said Sunday.

Carol Kalin said the consulate reopened
Saturday and was providing full services in
the western region of Saudi Arabia.

Islamic militants attacked the consulate
Dec. 6 and held civilians at gunpoint. Securi-
ty forces stormed the compound three
hours later, and five foreign consulate em-
ployees and four attackers were killed.

Oil prices stay high: OPEC warned Sun-
day that oil prices, already hovering near
$50 a barrel, would remain high through the
spring, even as the cartel decided to keep its
production ceiling at 27 million barrels a
day.

The decision, reached at a meeting of the
11-nation group in the Austrian capital of Vi-
enna, offers little solace for wor-

appeared to those of
another minister, who said Britain had
agreed on a “security package” with the
United States over the men’s release.

Four British detainees returned to Britain
on Tuesday. British police questioned them
briefly and released them without charge.

Military

AF cadet to stand trial: An Air Force
Academy senior cadet will stand trial for al-
legedly raping another cadet during a scuba
diving trip.

Lt. Gen. John Rosa, the academy superin-
tendent, ordered the court-martial of senior
Cadet Benjamin Kuster after reviewing evi-
dence from November’s Article 32 proceed-
ing, the equivalent of a preliminary hearing.

academy spokesman announced the
court-martial on Friday.

ried about the price of heating oil.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press.
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Iraqis vote in first free
election despite violence

44 killed in attacks at polls

BY MARIAM FAM
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iragis defied vio-
lence and calls for a boycott to
cast ballots in Iraq’s first free elec-
tion in a half-century Sunday. In-
surgents seeking to wreck the
vote struck polling stations with a
string of suicide bombings and
mortar volleys, killing at least 44
people, including nine attackers.

Women in black abayas whis-
pered prayers at the sound of a
nearby explosion as they waited
to vote at one Baghdad polling sta-
tion.

But the mood for many was up-
beat: Civilians and policemen
danced with joy at one of the five
polling stations where photogra-
phers were allowed, and some
streets were packed with voters
walking shoulder-to-shoulder to
vote. The elderly made their way,
hobbling on canes or riding wheel-
chairs; one elderly woman was
pushed along on a wooden cart,
another man carried a disabled
80-year-old on his back.

“This is democracy,” said Kar-

fia Abbasi, holding up a thumb
stained with purple ink to prove
she had voted.

Officials said turnout among
the 14 million eligible voters ap-
peared higher than the 57 percent
that had been predicted, although
it would be some time before any
turnout figure was confirmed. No
preliminary results were expect-
ed before Monday at the earliest,
and final results will not be
known for seven to 10 days, the
election commission said.

Polls were largely deserted all
day in many cities of the Sunni
Triangle north and west of the
capital, particularly Fallujah, Ra-
madi and Beiji. In Baghdad’s
mainly Sunni Arab area of
Azamiyah, the neighborhood’s
four polling centers did not open
at all, residents said.

A low Sunni turnout could un-
dermine the new government
that will emerge from the vote
and worsen tensions among the
country’s ethnic, religious and cul-
tural groups.

Casting his vote, interim Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi called it

An Iragi woman holds up her voting card to the light Sunday at a polling

station in the centre of Az Zubayr in southern I

Bush: Iraq election a success

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush
called Sunday’s elections in Iraq a
success and promised the United
States would continue trying to pre-
pare Iraqis to secure their own coun-
try.

“The world is hearing the voice of
freedom from the center of the Mid-
dle East,” Bush told reporters at the
White House on Sunday, four hours
after the polls closed.

Bush praised the bravery of Iragis
who turned out to vote despite continu-
ing violence and intimidation. Bush
said they “firmly rejected the antidem-
ocratic ideology” of terrorists.

Insurgents struck polling stations
with a string of suicide bombings and

Above: An Iraqgi man gets help
from a U.S. Army medic Sunday
after he was shot in the face by an
insurgent near a polling station in
Mosul, Iraq. He was rushed to a
local hospital and is expected to
survive. Right: A member of the
Independent Electoral
Commission of Iraq cast:
ballot in eastern Ramadi

is

raq.
“the first time the Iragis will de-
termine their destiny.”

With Arabs across the Middle
East watching the vote, Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak tele-
phoned Allawi to congratulate him
on the election, saying he hoped it
would “open the way for the resto-
ration of calm and stability.”

Prominent Iraqi Sunni politician
Adnan Pachachi — who in recent
months had called for the vote to
be postponed because of violence
— told CNN he was “relieved” and
“encouraged” by a turnout he said
was better than expected, even in
Fallujah and Mosul.

Shiite Muslims, estimated at 60
percent of Iraq’s 26 million peo-
ple, were expected to vote in large
numbers, encouraged by clerics
who hope their commumtv w111

Sunnis in mixed neighborhoods
may have voted in greater num-
bers there because pressure to
boycott was less intense — and
chances of retaliation lower be-
cause they would not stand out at
the polls. There are few ways by
sight to distinguish Sunni and Shi-
ite Arabs.

The election will create a
275-member National Assembly
and 18 provincial legislatures. The
assembly will draw up the coun-
try’s permanent constitution and
will select a president and two dep-
uty presidents, who in turn will
name a new prime minister and
Cabinet to serve for 11 months
until new elections are held.

The election is a major test of
President Bush’s goal of promot-
ing democracy in the Middle

gain power after f op-
pression by the Sunni minority.

Voting appeared heavy in Shi-
ite and mixed Shiite-Sunni neigh-
borhoods in Baghdad, but low in
some heavily Sunni areas.

East. If it also could
hasten the day when the United
States brings home its 150,000
troops. A Marine was killed in
combat Sunday in Irag’s restive
Anbar province.

JOSEPH GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes

Guerrilla attacks began within
two hours of the balloting’s start
Sunday morning. All but one of
the day’s suicide attacks came in
Baghdad, mostly against polling
sites, using bombers on foot with
explosives strapped to their bod-
ies since private cars were
banned from the streets.

The group al-Qaida in Iraq
claimed responsibility for elec-
tion-day attacks in a Web state-
ment, although the claim could
not be verified. A few hours after
polls closed at 5 p.m., thunderous
explosions reverberated through
central Baghdad, though their
cause was unknown.

A ticket endorsed by the coun-
try’s leading Shiite cleric, Grand
Ayatollah Al al-Sistani, is expect-
ed to fare best among the 111 can-
didate lists. However, no faction
is expected to win an outright ma-
jority, meaning possibly weeks of
political deal-making before a
new prime minister is chosen.

At least 10 dead after
British C-130 crashes

mortar volleys, killing at least 44 peo-
ple, including nine suicide bombers.

“Some Iragis were killed while ex-
ercising their rights as citizens,”
Bush said. He also mourned the loss
of American and British troops killed
Sunday. “Their sacrifices were made
in a vital cause of freedom.”

Bush cautioned that the election
will not end violence in Iraq, but said
U.S. forces will continue training and
helping Iragis “so this rising democ-
racy can eventually take responsibili-
ty for its own security.”

In a statement Sunday, Democratic
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy said Bush
“must look beyond the election.”

“The best way to demonstrate to
the Iragi people that we have no
long-term designs on their country is

for the administration to withdraw
some troops now and to begin to nego-
tiate a phase-down of our long-term
military presence,” Kennedy added.

Earlier Sunday, Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said the elections
are a first step to a brighter democrat-
ic future for a country once held
under the thumb of tyranny.

Tragis will now work to reduce eth-
nic or sectarian differences, and the
United States will discuss the need
for outside security forces with the
newly elected Iraqi government,
Rice said.

“The insurgency is not going to go
away as a result of today,” she said,
“but the Iraqi people have taken a
very important step in losing the
sense of fear and intimidation that has
been in their lives for decades,” under
deposed leader Saddam Hussein.

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A British C-130 military transport plane
crashed Sunday north of Baghdad, scattering wreckage
over a large area, officials said. At least 10 troops were
Killed, Britain’s Press Association news agency said.

The crash occurred at around 5:25 p.m. about 20 miles
northwest of Baghdad, a spokesman for the British Minis-
try of Defense. Press Association quoted unidentified mil-
itary sources saying the death toll was “around 10” and it
was “highly unlikely” to be more than 15.

Prime Minister Tony Blair paid tribute to the casual-
ties in a televised speech praising Irag’s election. “Our
thoughts and prayers are with the families of those who
lost their lives today.”

The plane was flying from Baghdad to the town of
Balad, a U.S. military official said. Helicopters were at
the scene and observing the wreckage, which was scat-
tered over a large area, the official said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.
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U.S. troops report less violence in Baghdad

Neighborhoods in capital city
experience high voter turnout

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — There was less
violence and more voting.

Tenth Mountain Division sol-
diers assigned to the 4th Battal-
ion, 31st Infantry Regiment said
that voter turnout was high in the
three Baghdad neighborhoods of
Kadhimiya, Shulla and Hurriya,
and insurgent attacks were less
than expected.

“It’s certainly not the level of vi-
olence we expected,” said 1st Lt.
Brian Wood, executive officer for
Company C. “It’s definitely worse
than a normal day, but there are a
lot more targets [for insurgents]
out there.”

Rocket, mortar and gunfire ech-
oed throughout the area all day.
None of the battalion’s soldiers
was injured. But it wasn't quiet ev-
erywhere in Iraq’s capital and
largest city.

In an adjoining sector pa-
trolled by the 91st Engineer Bat-
talion, a man detonated a bomb

ARABIA
0_150mi
0 150 km

AP/Stars and Strines

at a polling site, killing only him-
self. Radio reports received by
4-31st soldiers stated that after
the attack, Iraqis placed the sui-
cide bomber’s head, which was
still intact, on his severed foot
and passing voters spit on the re-
mains.

Even after some polling sta-
tions were attacked, voters would
often continue to arrive to cast
their ballots.

Soldiers from the battalion,

First Lt. Daniel Hurd, left, and Sgt. 1st Class James Shinholt talk to election offi
in Baghdad. The soldiers from Company A, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment

Sunday at a polling sif

visited a number of polling sites to check on security.

which had 125 polling sites in its
sector, were out in force during
the entire 10-hour voting period,
and they spent more time dodg-
ing soccer balls than fighting in-

surgents.

The government had imposed a
driving ban for all but official ve-
hicles; so most of the city’s young-
er men took advantage of the ban

JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

Is and Iraqi police officers

to set up impromptu soccer fields
on the streets, using rocks or sets.
of shoes as goal posts.

SEE BAGHDAD ON PAGE 5

After a slow start, rural residents get busy voting

BY TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

OMYER AHMAD AS SAMIR, Iraq —
Master Sgt. Joseph Lieberman loves com-
ing to the villages on the forlorn plains 30
miles east of Tikrit. The people, says Lie-
berman, a civil affairs solder attached to
the 1st Infantry Division, are genuine and
friendly, unlike the people in the urban
areas here near Saddam Hussein’s home
town of Tikrit.

Even on election day.

Like Tikrit, people on the plains are
Sunni, and the area is still part of the Sunni
Triangle, the most dangerous region for co-
alition forces. But following the lead of
their sheiks — cultivated by soldiers and of-
ficers from the Schweinfurt, Germa-
ny-based Troop C, 1st Squadron, 4th Caval-
1y Regiment of the 1st ID — rural Sunnis
apparently voted in droves in Sunday’s
elections.

Soldiers from 1-4 Cavalry drove across
eastern Iraq from Forward Operating Base
Wilson near Tikrit, picking up nearly 7,000
ballots in an area with 20,000 residents.
“That’s better than the U.S.,” Maj. Keith
Barclay, FOB Wilson executive officer,
said of the voter turnout.

The drive was eerily serene, with no traf-
fic either way on the 60-mile round trip
drive because of a nationwide ban of driv-
ing Sunday to curb possible suicide car
bombers.

As Barclay entered al-Badeyia School,
polling place 27 in a village a few miles
east of Tikrit, a sheik said 2,500 people
have voted in the sparsely populated area.

When Barclay told the sheik that in Jil-
lam, home to insurgent leader Ibrahim
Al-Douri, one person voted, the gaggle of
police, soldiers and villagers broke out in
laughter.

“Well, maybe they didn’t have as good a
security as you,” Barclay said, surrounded
by dozens of assault-rifle wielding Iraqi sol-
diers and police.

PHOTOS BY TERRY BoYDStars and Stripes

Above: Maj. Keith Barclay, from left, Master Sgt. Joseph Lieberman and Sheik Hajjim walk

from a polling station outside Tik

it, Iraq, after Barclay presented one of the sheik’s securi-

ty personnel with a medal for his contribution to the elections. Right: Sgt. Reyes
Terrazas lifts a box of ballots, some of about 2,700 cast in a village east of Tikrit.

It was a rare moment of levity in what
was otherwise deadly serious business.
Al-Douri and other insurgents swore to
make the streets run red with blood during
the election.

As for Al-Douri, “some people still think
he’s out here somewhere,” said Master Sgt.
Steven Ziebarth, non-commissioned offic-
er in charge at FOB Wilson, gesturing to-
ward the dry washes around Omyer
Ahmad as Samir.

Although FOB Wilson’s area of responsi-
bility was relatively quiet for the election,
there were incidents.

On Saturday, a sniper wounded an Iraqi
soldier based at FOB Wilson.

Another insurgent tried to put a pipe
bomb in a building a few meters from a
polling station in Omyer Ahmad as Samir.
Iragi police and soldiers opened up on him,
firing hundreds of rounds, but failing to kill
him, Ziebarth said. American ordnance dis-
posal soldiers destroyed the bomb, he said.

Soldiers worked hard to cultivate local
tribal sheiks to bolster security and to im-
provise their way through several mass mu-
tinies by Iragi poll workers.

The busy Iraqi-vote monitoring center at
FOB Wilson tracked the uneven turnout.

In Ad-Dawr, next to FOB Wilson, three
of four Sunni-neighborhood voting stations
recorded zero votes as of noon Sunday,
while nearby Shiite neighborhoods had
modest turnouts.

But by 9 a.m. — two hours after the vot-
ing started, it was clear the sheiks’ areas
were swamped with voters.

“I'm really excited about that. I'm really
excited,” Barclay said as the numbers
came in. “This is really a big deal.”

As his soldiers picked up ballots, Bar-
clay said he was confident that the votes
are legitimate because the sheiks involved
have always been reliable: “We’ve worked
with them since Day One.”

As the 14-soldier team prepared to leave
FOB Wilson at about 2 p.m. to pick up bal-
lot boxes, Barclay remindes the soldiers
the job was almost finished.

“There’s been a lot of stress,” he said.
“When we get the ballots back to FOB Wil-
son, then it will have been a successful elec-
tion.”

E-mail Terry Boyd at:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Sgt. LaTasha Boyd, of the 2nd Forward Support Battalion, 2nd
Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, does a security check on the first
female voter at one of the polling stations in Ramadi, Irag. Security
concerns in the city were expected to keep voter turnout low.

Baghdad: A historic

BAGHDAD, FROM PAGE 4

Interrupting game after game,
soldiers from the battalion’s three
companies and others from Com-
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infan-
try Regiment visited polling sites
throughout the day to check on se-
curity.

They didn’t spend much time at
any, said 1st Lt. Daniel Hurd, Com-
pany A, 2-14th’s executive officer.
Site security was entirely handled
by Iraqi soldiers and police.

At one point a patrol from Com-

pany A passed a handful of ar-
mored personnel carriers from an
Iraqi mechanized unit on one of
the main north-south streets
through the Kadhimiya district.
Pedestrians waved and cheered
as the Iraqi troops passed.

“T've seen more [Iraqi National
Guard] in the past three days
than I have in the entire time in
country,” Wood said.

Not only was Iraqi security
seen in large numbers throughout
the district, but so were voters.
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Ramadi voters stay home

BY JOSEPH GIORDONO
Stars and Stripes

RAMADI, Iraq rity con-

dos protecting the site — had
voted at the school in eastern Ra-
madi, U.S. military officials said.
At

cerns, roadside bombs and a se-
ries of brief gunbattles kept most
Ramadi citizens from participat-
ing in Sunday’s historic Iraqi elec-
tions.

One U.S. soldier was killed and
at least two others injured by a
roadside bomb around 3 a.m. Sun-
day, according to military offi-
cials. In another attack at noon, a
Humvee patrolling less than 200
meters from a polling station was
hit by another bomb, sending a
huge plume of smoke into the sky.

e Humvee crew all escaped
with minor wounds, but the explo-
sion touched off long bursts of ma-
chine-gun fire from Iragi and
American troops manning securi-
ty positions at the nearby polling
site, a large grammar school com-
pound.

According to soldiers who were
observing from a nearby rooftop
position, the second roadside
bomb was planted by a teenage
boy who ran into the street and
dropped a large plastic bag just
moments before a U.S. patrol
drove through.

For long minutes after the ex-
plosion, ammunition from the
Humvee continued to cook off
and fire into the air.

Before the explosion, 75 people
— including Independent Elector-
al Commission of Iraq poll work-
ers and special police comman-

election

“Based on the reports received
during the day ..
was a 75 percent turnout,”

ion commander Lt
John Spiszer, as he stopped at a
forward patrol base shortly be-
fore the end of the elections.

11 am. reports had
reached the battalion command
post at Camp Justice that some
polling sites were running out of
ballots.

Throughout the small section of
Baghdad, people walked around
with blackened right index fin-
gers, the identifying mark of
those who have voted.

Soldiers took pictures and vid-
eos of Iraqis dancing and singing
outside of the polling sites after
they cast their votes.

Soldiers seemed less enthusias-
tic about the elections than the Ira-
qis in Baghdad, possibly exacerbat-
ed from an increased pace of oper-
ations leading up to Sunday’s vote.

“I think there’s mixed feel-
ings,” said Staff Sgt. Scott Price of
Company A, 2-14th, about elec-
tion day finally arriving. “The
longer they’'ve been here the less
they care. They do care because
it’s their job right now.”

And with a higher voter turnout
than hoped, and a smaller amount
of insurgent attacks than expect-
ed, the soldiers’ worst fears
weren’t realized here.

“It's 100 percent better than ev-
erything we expected,” said Com-
pany C’s Spc. Steven Ealy. “It’s
‘much ado about nothing.”

Staff Shawn Bush added,
“It's like Y2K wa

E-mail Jason Chudy

the nearby
streets had been full of curious
residents watching voters walk to
the polling station. After the ex-
plosion and gunfire, the streets
were deserted and no other vot-
ers came.

Ramadi’s 400,000 residents
were subject of a harassment
campaign by insurgents, who
promised death to anyone who
voted Sunday.

At another polling site in the
Sofiya district of Ramadi, the
polls were more active. More
than 100 people had voted by
early afternoon, officials said.
There were eight polling stations
in the city of Ramadi, U.S. and
Iraqi officials said, and they esti-
mated that about 1,000 people
cast ballots during the day.

“I'll never forget this day,” said
Pfc. Branden Bell, a 19-year-old
infantryman from Napa, Calif
who had been manning the poll-
ing entrance closest to the second
Humvee explosion.

Bell and another soldier with
Company C, 1st Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment felt small piec-
es of shrapnel land on their posi-
tion after the explosion.

The first Iragis to vote in Rama-
di were the security forces and
election workers, who began cast-
ing their ballots just after the
polls opened at 7 am. The first

two civilian voters came in at 8
am., and they were followed
shortly after by a group that in-
cluded two women.

In a tent near the polling sta-
tion entrance, three female sol-
diers from the 2nd Forward Sup-
port Battalion — which deployed
from South Korea along with
4,200 other U.S. troops last fall —
helped perform security checks
on the female voters who arrived.

Iragis who voted said through
interpreters they were proud to
have participated in a day they
thought would never happen. The
first two women who voted — ar-
riving in long black robes and
headdresses — repeatedly said
thanks to Allah and shook nearly
every hand in sight.

‘When one of the women placed
her ballot in the large plastic col-
lection bin, she turned her eyes
and palms skyward, uttering a
short prayer.

Soldiers and Marines in Iraq
certainly knew they were part of
something historic, despite the
low turnout in Ramadi.

“I had grandfathers who fought
in Korea and World War II, and T
don’t think they really knew they
‘were domg something special at
the time,” said Marine Lance Cpl.
Chnstopher Green, a dog handler
attached to the 1-503rd for elec-
tion day.

“But I think guys know this is
big. ThlS is something impor-
tant.”

E-mail Joseph Gi
e

JASON CHUDY/Stars and Stripes

Sgt. Dustin White, medic with 1st Platoon, Company A, 2nd Battalion,
14th Infantry Regiment, stands next to his Humvee on Election Day on
Sunday. Posters for the many Iraqi political parties running in the elec-
tion are pasted on the nearby bridge support.
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Region Taste of f

rejoices
in Iraq
voting

BY JAMIE TARABAY
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — People across
the M|ddle East said Iraq’s elec-
tion Sunday sent a strong message
to insurgents that they cannot win,
though many expressed concern
the chaos would not allow for a
truly representative result.

The United States hoped the
polls would set an example for
people across the region, bring-
ing democracy to a region filled
with little experience of free and
fair elections.

Abu Dhabi-based daily
Al-Ittihad was jubilant, declaring
“The new Iraq is born today” on
its front page.

Other newspapers were more
guarded, concerned about the on-
going chaos and violence in the
country.

“We don’t want to drown in opti-
‘mism,” Qatar daily Al-Sharq said.
“For we know that the elections
in Iraq aim for democracy, but it
is not held in such an atmo-
sphere.”

Iragis casting absentee ballots
in nearby countries said the vote
showed the Iragi people would
not let the insurgents dominate
the country.

“This is a clear and loud mes-
sage that Iraqis inside and out-
side are united in defeating terror-
ism,” said Mansour Ibrahim as he
entered a polling station in the up-
scale Suwfiya neighborhood in
Amman, Jordan.

The Arab News newspaper in
the kingdom of Saudi Arabia
called the vote “a very historic
moment in the country’s long his-
tory” and said it was “a much
needed victory for moderation.”

The Syrian government was
also keenly watching develop-
ments in its neighbor. One Syrian
analyst warned that the security
situation could worsen if some
ethnicities were underrepresent-
ed in the 275-member National
Assembly.

“These elections ... do not repre-
sent all Iraqi sects, which means
the security situation will not set-
tle down soon, and could cause mr
stability in rhe rest of the region,”
said analyst Imad Shouebi.

An Iragi casts his vote Sunday at a
polling station in Mosul, Iraq.

BY ELLEN KNICKMEYER
The Associated Press

ASKAN, Iraq — In the “trian-
gle of death,” where voting is a
life-threatening experience, Kar-
fia Abbasi held up her ink-stained
finger, elated that for the first
time she has been able to cast a
ballot for someone besides Sadd-
am Hussein.

“This is democracy,” Abbasi
said. “This is the first day I feel
freedom.”

For U.S. Marines helping guard
Sunday’s vote, the streams of
men and women walking into the
gritty polling places of this area
south of Baghdad was a payoff
more impressive than the top-
pling of Saddam’s statue in the
capital during the fall of his re-
gime in April 2003 — less spectac-
ular, but tougher to bring off.

“That was a work of triumphs
— those are always easy. This is
the hard work of democracy
now,” Lt. Col. Bob Durkin of the
1st Battalion, 2nd Marines said
Sunday morning, from a rooftop
where Marine marksmen stood
watch over voting sites.

“Even my Marines are saying,
‘Boy, we're doing a good thing,’ ”
Lt. Col. Vinny Coglianese said in
the largely Shiite town of Seddah,
where scores of voters lined up
outside.

The election for a National As-
sembly was Iraq’s first free vote
in more than 50 years, and voters
showed up in defiance of insur-
gent threats to kill anyone who
cast a ballot — a warning that
rang especially dire in the collec-
tion of towns and villages south of
Baghdad.

In the past year, the region has
become known as the “triangle of
death” for the frequent and dead-
ly ambushes on the roads cross-
ing through it from the capital to
the south. Shiites have been par-
ticularly at risk in the region, fall-
ing victim to shootings and check-
points set up by Sunni guerrillas.

Dozens of Iraqis were killed in
attacks on the elections Sunday —
mostly in Baghdad. Just to the
southeast, a suicide bomber
climbed on a bus full of voters
and blew himself up, killing at
least four people.

But the triangle of death had no
deaths reported in attacks Sunday.

An Iraqi

Not that there wasn’t violence.
The night before the vote, green
and red tracer fire and white muz-
zle blasts lit up parts of the sky in
heavy shooting. And in the morn-
ing, mortar blasts woke the heavi-
ly Shiite town of Musayyib to elec-
tion day.

In the long stretch before
dawn, U.S. troops moved the last
concrete bomb barriers and
razor-wire streamers into place
around polling sites and police sta-
tions. They scoured for explo-
sives, sealed off roads and bridg-
es, and ferried last-minute needs
to election workers.

Daylight brought crowded
streets, women’s black shrouds
billowing side to side as parents
walked with their children to
schoolhouse polling stations.

“We voted before but it was not
democracy. You had to choose
Saddam,” said Abbasi, whose fin-
ger — like those of all voters —
was stained with blue indelible
ink to prevent multiple votes.

Annan: Iraq election ‘a
beginning, not an end’

The Associated Press

ABUJA, Nigeria — U.N. Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan said the
world must en-
courage  vot-
ers in Iraq’s
elections, call-
ing Sunday’s
balloting  the
first step to-
ward democra-

cy.

“They know
they’re voting
for the future
of their coun-
try. They're
voting for the
day when they're going to take
their destiny in hand,” Annan told
reporters at an African Union

summit m the Nigerian capital,
uja. must  encourage
them.”

“It's the first step in a democrat-
ic process,” Annan said of Sun-
day’s vote. “It’s a beginning, not
anend,” he added.

Annan appealed for an end to
election-day violence in Iraq,
where insurgent attacks killed at
least 44 people on Sunday.

“I ask those who were inclined
to challenge the elections not to
use violence,” he said. “The Ira-
qis who choose to vote must have
the right to exercise their demo-
cratic rights.”

The elections are seen as a cru-
cial step toward Iraqi democracy
after the U.S.-led invasion that
toppled Saddam Hussein.

qi is searched by U.S. Marines on Sunday outside a polling
center in the center of Fallujah, Iraq,

The triangle of death is a reli-
giously mixed area. It was once
heavily Shiite, until Saddam
years ago encouraged Sunnis loy-
alists to move there from the
north and west.

While many towns here have
large shares of Sunni Muslims, all
the dozen or so voters questioned
in the streets and polling places
identified themselves as Shiite.

Cpl. Florian Gonzales of Nor-
walk, Conn., looked on from the
sandbagged police station roof.

The 22-year-old had a friend die
and at least two others wounded in
firefights and bombings on what is
his second deployment here.

Gonzales’ first deployment, in
the opening of the U.S. invasion,
saw 18 Marines of his battalion
killed at Nasiriyah.

“Hopefully, what happens
today reflects what we've been
trying to do for the last seven
months,” Gonzales said. “I don’t
want anyone else to have to come
back here and go through what
we've been through.”

reedom in ‘trlangle of death’

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,428
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,087
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department
said.

The AP count includes four
military civilians and is 17
higher than the Defense De-
partment’s tally, last updated
at 10 am. EST Friday.

The British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgana, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,290 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 978 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military and the State
Department:

W A Defense Department ci-
vilian and a Navy sailor were
killed Saturday when a rocket
hit the U.S. Embassy com-
pound in Baghdad.

W A US. soldier was killed
Saturday by an explosive in
western Baghdad.

B Two U.S. soldiers died Fri-
day when their helicopter
crashed in southwestern Bagh-
dad.

‘The latest identifications re-
ported by the Defense Depart-
ment:

W No identifications report-
ed.
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35th Fighter Wing
prepares for UCI

BY JENNIFER H. SVAN
Stars and Stripes

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan —
It’s a checklist that would do a
NASA shuttle launch team proud,
going 15,000 items deep.

And that’s just for the mainte-
nance group.

The 35th Fighter Wing here is
preparing for the paperwork-in-
tensive Unit Compliance Inspec-
tion.

From Feb. 28 to March 4, about
115 inspectors from the Pacific
Air Forces Inspector General’s of-
fice will visit job sites to interview
commanders, airmen and civil-
ians about pollcles procedures
and requirements.

They’ll observe DOD employ-
ees at work in 15 squadrons and
the wing'’s staff agencies, examin-
ing the quality of unit training pro-
grams, fire safety and other prac-
tices.

The wing must demonstrate
compliance with laws, Defense
Department directives, Air Force
Instruction and other require-
ments that govern day-to-day op-
erations.

The inspectors “look at how
we’re in compliance with those
and how our processes support
those,” said Maj. Mike Frey, 35th
Fighter Wing inspector general.

“This is our wing’s report card for
the next four years.”

PACAF wings undergo a UCI
about every 40 to 45 months, Frey
said. It provides PACAF and the
Air Force “with a credible, inde-
pendent assessment of readiness
and wing efficiency,” said Master
Sgt. Daniel Snelgrow, the wing's

statement. “The UCI, along with
a host of other inspections, pro-
vides a check-and-balance pro-
cess within the Air Force.”

Other UCI items to be scruti-
nized include Air Force and
PACAF programs, such as fit-
ness, voting assistance and sexual
harassment education and pre
vention. The 35th Fighter Wing
spector general’s office maintains
a computer database of each
squadron’s checklist so units can
update their progress online, re-
ducing paperwork and enabling
commanders to keep tabs on the
process easily, Frey noted.

“It’s a lot of work over the last
year, especially with all the
things on our plate,” Frey said, to
include exercises, deployments
and tsunami relief efforts.

Preparation for the UCI began
a year ago, and units are stepping
it up. The post office recently
started closing on Thursdays to
prepare for the inspection; the ci-
vilian personnel flight doesn’t
take customer calls Thursday for
the same reason. Every Friday,
the 35th Fighter Wing’s plans, pro-
grams and inspections office up-
dates in the base newspaper how
many days are left until UCI
along with a preparation tip or ref-
erence to an important policy or
instruction.

Units now are performing
self-inspections, Frey said, add-
ing, “We're taking extra time as it
gets closer.”

The wing’s inspector general’s
office plans to practice a recep-
tion of the PACAF IG team next
week and “take a cursory look” at
how base units are coming along
with UCI preparation.

The cherry trees
| lining the street

# where the Nago
Cherry Blossom
Festival is held
are just beginning
to bloom. Despite
overcast skies
threatening rain,
thousands visited
the hillside in
Nago where
20,000 cherry
trees are planted.

PHOTOS BY
FRED ZIMMERMAN
Stars and Stripes

Nago Cherry Blossom Festival kicks off

BY FRED ZIMMERMAN
Stars and Stripes

NAGO, Okinawa — Mother Na-
ture once again had the last
laugh: Not even half of the 20,000
cherry trees here bloomed in
time for the largest festival on
the island celebrating their annu-
al blossoming.

Clusters of pink still could be
seen, though, throughout Nago
Central Park’s hillside during the
43rd Nago Cherry Blossom Festi-
val this weekend. But the show of
natural beauty was sporadic:
Most of the 20,000 trees were just
starting to grow buds, yet alone
enter full bloom. The trees run
from the city center up a hill to
the ruins of Nago Castle.

The annual festival in Nago typ-
ically draws more than 250,000
visitors. A similar festival was
held a week earlier at Mount
Yaedake in nearby Motobu,
where 7,000 trees line both sides
of the road leading to the moun-
taintop.

The festival in Nago included
bands, Okinawa dancers, taiko

superintendent of
group inspections, in a written

E-mail Jennifer H. Svan at:
svanj@pstripes.osd.mil

and game and food
booths.

SUBSCRIBER APPRECIATION COUPON

| Name

E-mail

Just hand this form to your carrier before
Feb. 10, 2005 to enjoy immediate savings.

Delivery Address __~~~~~

Billing Address
Base_ Phone(H)

PAYMENT OPTIONS (Check one)
__ 3 Month Option/$45.75 (Save $3.00)
__ 6 Month Option/$85.50 (Save $12.00)

Phone(W)

| —12 Month Option/$156.00 (Save $39.00)

Your carrier is an independent business person. Please reward good service. |

Off-base delivery charges may apply.

DoD and SOFA home delivery only.

| Your Hometown Newspaper

I STARSH#STRIPES.

circulation@pstripes.osd.mil

PREPAY |
SAVE UP TO'!

39°

Per Year '

Tip $
Total $ I

Signature |

Visitors walking up the more than
450 stairs at the Nago Cherry
Blossom Festival are greeted by
sparse blossoms as most of the
cherry trees have yet to show off
their bright pink flowers.

The Nago and Mount Yaedake
festivals kick off the month-long
cherry blossom season. The

blooms of the Okinawa Hikan-
sakura cherry trees are heartier
than the trees on mainland
Japan.

The Okinawa trees’ dlaplay
lasts about a month; the main-
land cherry blossoms last rough-
ly one week. Okinawa’s blossoms
also are a darker pink and small-
er than their whitish-pink main-
land counterparts.

The blossoms in both Okinawa
locations should paint the scen-
ery pink at least through
‘mid-February.

W To get to Mount Yaedake:
Take Highway 58 north; or the
Okinawa Toll Road to the last
(Nago) exit, then get onto High-
way S8. Drive through Nago;
turn left onto Highway 84 and fol-
low the signs to Mount Yaedake.

W To get to Nago Central Park:
Take the same route to reach
Nago, but turn right at the sign to
the city’s business district. You'll
drive for several minutes before
eventually seeing the bright flow-
ers on the hillside.

E-mail Fred Zimmerman at:
zimmermanf@pstripes.osd.mil

STARSuSTRIPES,
LT

Relocating?

Check Saturday’s Relocation Guide for a
great Redltor at your new destination.
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5 weeks after tsunami, death toll still rising

BY IRWAN FIRDAUS
The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — More bod-
ies were still being discovered in Aceh five
weeks after the disaster and the govern-
ment said it had buried nearly 5,000 more
victims in the past week, upping the death
toll across 11 countries to between 150,704
and 178,115. Additionally, the number of
missing ranges from 26,404 to 142,132 —
with most presumed dead.

The variation in the tolls reflects differ-
ing figures being released by separate gov-
ernment agencies in both Sri Lanka and In-
donesia, the hardest-hit countries in the
Dec. 26 disaster.

Meanwhile, fresh fighting in Indonesia’s
Aceh province and a premature end to
cease-fire talks between the government
and rebels dampened hopes of peace in the
tsunami-hit region, but aid workers said
Sunday they weren’t being targeted and
were optimistic the massive relief effort
would not be disrupted.

The clash in Aceh occurred Saturday
when soldiers shot and killed a guerrilla
commander and three of his fighters in a
gunbattle in the east of the province, Indo-
nesian military spokesman Lt. Col. Eddya-
na Sulistiadie said. Independent confirma-
tion was not immediately available.

But the United Nations said it didn’t ex-
pect the fighting to affect relief work.

“We don’t expect to be a target,” said
Joel Boutroue, head of the United Nations
relief efforts in Aceh.

An Acehnese woman washes dishes outside her tent in a refugee camp in Banda Aceh,
Indonesia, on Sunday. Aceh’s government said it buried nearly 5,000 more victims in the
past week, upping the death toll across 11 countries to between 150,704 and 178,115.

Meanwhile, in other developments:

W French construction giant Lafarge SA,
the world’s largest cement supplier, said it
plans to invest “tens of millions of dollars™
to rebuild a big cement factory in Aceh
that was damaged by the tsunami. “There
is a lot of money coming in for the recon-
struction, and naturally cement will be
needed for that,” Tom Ehrart, the head of
Lafarge Indonesia, said.

W Austria announced it would send a

team of experts to Sri Lanka to help re-
build its rail system, which was badly dam-
aged by the waves. Among the dead in Sri
Lanka were about 800 people who were
killed when the tsunami tore through their
train as it traveled along the coastline.

M Thailand is to establish a tsunami mu-
seum to chronicle the plight of survivors
and changes to the environment in areas
devastated by the waves. Photographs,
video footage, satellite images and inter-

views with survivors have already been col-
lected, the Thai News Agency said.

W A meeting in Thailand of delegates
from 47 nations approved a plan Saturday
to set up a tsunami warning network for
southern Asia. Delegates had originally
planned for a centralized system, but
failed to agree on where to base a hub that
would collect seismic and oceanographic
data, analyze it and issue alerts to coastal
areas in danger. Experts say even a few
minutes’ warning could have saved many
of the lives lost.

The Aceh peace talks were held near
Helsinki, Finland, on Friday and Saturday.
They ended a day early without a formal
truce being reached, said former Finnish
President Martti Ahtisaari, who convened
the meeting.

There was no word on why they ended

i y en

pr g
Minister Sofyan Djalil described the talks
as “quite hopeful.” Ahtisaari said neither
party had yet accepted an invitation to a
second round of meetings.

Both the insurgents, who have been fight-
ing for an independent homeland in Aceh
since 1976, and government forces de-
clared an informal cease-fire after the tsu-
nami. But the promises appear to have
been ignored. The military says it has
killed more than 200 alleged rebels since
the disaster, raising concerns about the se-
curity of the relief operations in Aceh.

Aid groups said the early cutoff of the
peace negotiations would not hamper their
work.

Suspected terror bomb hits Spanish hotel

5 killed by old mine

ARGHANDAB, Afghanistan
— Five civilians died and at
least nine others were injured

BY DANIEL WOOLLS
The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — A bomb ex-
ploded Sunday in a Mediterra-
nean resort hotel in southeast
Spain after a telephone warning
from the Basque separatist group
ETA, the Interior Ministry said.
One person was injured in the at-
tack.

The bomb was in a backpack
and detonated in a courtyard of
the Hotel Port Denia at about
3:15 p.m. Denia is a beach town in
the Spanish province of Alicante
and is popular with tourists.

The warning call was placed to

police in the Basque region. The
caller ended the warning by say-
ing, “Gora ETA,” which is
Basque for “Long live ETA,” an
Interior Ministry official in
Madrid said on the condition of
anonymity.

rent law as the only limit, until

ETA disappears completely,” the

ministry said in a statement.
ETA is blamed for more than

800 deaths since the late 1960s in

a campaign of bombings and

shootings aimed at achieving an

Basque

The hotel i evacuat-
ed about 160 people before the
‘bomb exploded about 30 minutes
later. A male guest suffered slight
ear injuries from the blast, the of-
ficial said.

Interior Minister Jose Antonio
Alonso condemned the attack and
vowed that Spain’s security forc-
es “will continue to use all the
means at their disposal, with cur-

land straddling northern Spam
and southwest France.

The hotel bombing occurred
two days before Spain’s Parlia-
ment was scheduled to debate —
and almost certainly reject — a
proposal making the Basque re-
gion virtually independent.

n Jan. 18, a powerful car
bomh exploded in the affluent

town of Getxo near the main
Basque city, Bilbao. That blast
also was preceded by a call from
a person claiming to speak for

‘That explosion caused slight in-
juries to a policeman and dashed
hopes that ETA might be close to
calling a cease-fire. Two days ear-
lier, ETA issued a statement ap-
pealing to the Spanish govern-
ment to start peace talks with
Batasuna, ETA’s banned political
wing.

The statement made no men-
tion of ETA laying down its weap-
ons, the government’s stated con-
dition for undertaking such talks.

Israel to shift control of four towns to Palestinians

BY PETER ENAV
The Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Israel will
transfer security control over sev-
eral West Bank towns to the Pales-
tinians in coming days, Israel’s de-
fense minister said Sunday, hours
after meeting with a top Palestin-
ian negotiator to work out the de-
tails of Israel’s troop redeploy-
ment.

A senior Palestinian security of-
ficial said control of the first four
towns — Ramallah, Tulkarem,
Qalgiliya and Jericho — would be
handed over Wednesday, the lat-
est sign of rapid change on the
ground after more than four
years of fighti

Israel informed Palestinian offi-

cials it was ready to withdraw
from all West Bank towns “within
a very short period of time” and
return to positions it held before
the outbreak of fighting in Sep-
tember 2000, said Hassan Abu
ledeh a senior Palestinian offi-

Meanwhlle in  Jerusalem,
more than 100 000 demonstrators
gathered Sunday to protest Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s plan to
evacuate all 21 Jewish settle-
ments from Gaza and four from
the West Bank, demanding it be
put to a national referendum.

Israel TV estimated that an
hour after the demonstration
began, 130,000 people were gath-
ered across from the parliament
and government buildings.

The demonstrators’ demand re-
flects a growing recognition by
Jewish settlers and their allies
that barring a last minute delay,
Sharon has the political muscle to
push the Gaza plan through. In all
8,500 settlers stand to be dis-
placed in the operation, set for
the summer.

Such a pullback is part of the
long-stalled, U.S.-backed “road
map” peace plan, which both
sides now say they are ready to
implement.

Abu Libdeh said the pullback
would include removing some of
the roadblocks now ringing Pales-
tinian towns and severely disrupt-
ing daily life in the West Bank.

Palestinian Cabinet minister
Saeb Erekat, meanwhile, said

Feb. 8 is emerging as a target
date for a summit between Pales-
tinian leader Mahmoud Abbas
and Sharon, a crucial step toward
ending hostilities and resuming
peace talks.

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice will arrive in the region two
days earlier for talks with both
sides.

Abu Libdeh said the summit
would be prepared in detail, and
a decisive meeting of Abbas and
Sharon aides would be held later
this week.

Palestinian officials said they
expect_a_wide-ranging agenda
that will include the declaration
of a formal truce, a large-scale re-
lease of Palestinian prisoners and
the resumption of peace negotia-
tions.

Sunday when their pickup
truck hit a mine apparently
left over from Afghanistan’s
long wars, officials and wit-
nesses said.

The vehicle detonated the
land mine after driving off the
side of the road in a remote
area near Arghandab in south-
ern Kandahar province.

Local police chief Zamarai
Khan said the five men were
killed and 10 other people,
about half of them children,
were taken to hospital in Kan-
dahar city for treatment.

lowever, a man called Al-
izai who witnessed the explo-
sion said one child was among
the five killed and that another
nine people were hurt.

Three die in shootout

KUWAIT CITY — Three
suspected terrorists and a secu-
rity officer were killed Sunday
in a shootout in a neighbor-
hood in Kuwait’s capital where
‘many foreigners live, state tele-
vision reported Sunday.

Four police officers were in-
jured in the clash and one sus-
pect was arrested in the opera-
tion, according to state-owned
Kuwaiti Television. A Bahr-
aini man who lived in the build-
ing where the attack took
place was also killed, accord-
ing to the report, but he “was
not connected to the incident.”

The report said the clash
had ended but that police were
still combing the residential
neighborhood for suspects.
From The Associated Press
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Economic forum ends with goals for glohe

BY PAUL HAVEN
The Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland — More than 2,000
of the world’s rich and powerful left this
luxurious Swiss ski resort Sunday with a
few more ideas on how to improve the
world.

Whether any of the lofty goals set for-
ward at the World Economic Forum for
stamping out poverty, fighting disease and
bringing peace to the Middle East and else-
where will take root in the global trouble
spots far from this idyllic Alpine village
won’t be known for some time.

But there was hope among many social
activists here, including U2 frontman
Bono, that the world leaders were doing
more than just blowing smoke.

“I think we can be the generation that
ends extreme poverty, I really do, and I
think T will spend the rest of my life
pledged to that commitment,” Bono said,
heaping praise on British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, Microsoft Corp. Chairman Bill
Gates and others he said were committed
to “getting it right” in fighting poverty, par-
ticularly in Africa

The Davos summit has been taking
place for decades, mostly as a place for bil-

LOWEST PRIGED SUPPLEMENTS
HIPPED DIREGTLY AROUND

lionaires and millionaires to mingle. Busi-
nessmen pay $12,000 each for the privilege
of rubbing shoulders with each other politi-
cal heavyweights like German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder, former U.S. president
Bill Clinton and others.

But the gathering has become more so-
cially conscious in recent years, in part in
response to anti-globalization protesters
‘who have denounced it as elitist and discon-
nected.

Blair and French President Jacques
Chirac challenged world leaders to finally
address grinding poverty in Africa, where
300 million people lack safe drinking
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water, 3,000 African children under the
age of 5 die every day from malaria, and
6,000 die daily of AIDS.

American leaders, normally a strong
presence at the summit, were notably ab-
sent this year amid a rise in anti-U.S. senti-
ment. The highest-ranking Bush adminis-
tration official to attend was Labor Secre-
tary Elaine Chao. The absence of a Republi-
can heavy-hitter at the meeting, which
comes only a week after President Bush’s
inauguration, frustrated some participants
trying to get new insight into U.S. policy
over the next four years.

S. Korea
urges U.S.
to engage
the North

Nixon’s China accord
could provide a model

BY ALEXANDER G. HIGGINS
The Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland — A top
South Korean official on Sunday
urged the United States to engage
diplomatically with North Korea
to resolve a dispute over the
North’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram, comparing such a policy to
President Nixon’s decision to rec-
ognize China in the 1970s.

“The time for diplomacy is
now,” Chung Dong-young, South
Korean minister for Korean unifi-
cation, told business and govern-
ment leaders attending the World
Economic Forum.

Chung spoke on the final day of
the five-day meeting of 2,500 top
business executives, politicians
and social leaders in this Alpine
resort town.

He called on the United States
to engage in a diplomatic dia-
logue, saying a policy of contain-
ment against the North will fail.

He noted that that the late Pres-
ident Nixon’s 1972 trip to China
helped to open Beijing to rest of
the world, leading to “consider-
able improvement” in human
rights in the country.

At the same time, Chung said,
North Korea must decide it is
time to act.

“Pyongyang must not miss this

chance,” Chung said. “Now it
must join the international com-
munity as a responsible member”
by relinquishing its weapons pro-
gram.
The United States has strug-
gled to re-start negotiations with
North Korea in six-party talks
along with South Korea, China,
Japan and Russia, after the three
prior rounds made no break-
throughs. The last round was held
in June.

Chung said he hoped to invite
the North's secretive leader Kim
Jong Il to attend this year’s meet-
ing of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation organization, if his
country  makes  substantial
progress on its weapons program.
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Audit: Nearly $9B unaccounted for in Iraq

BY LARRY MARGASAK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S. occupation
authority in Iraq was unable to keep track
of nearly $9 billion it transferred to govern-
ment ministries, which lacked financial
controls, security, communications and ad-
equate staff, an inspector general has
found.

The U.S. officials relied on Iragi audit
agencies to account for the funds, but those
offices were not even functioning when the

&k We believe the CPA management
of Iraq’s national budget process and oversight
of Iraqi funds was burdened by severe
inefficiencies and poor management.¥y

Stuart Bowen Jr.

Special inspector general for Iraq reconstruction

mg procedures could be immediately and
ully in the midst of a war.”

funds were transferred between October
2003 and June 2004, according to an audit
by a special U.S. inspector general.

The findings were released Sunday by
Stuart Bowen Jr., special inspector general
for Iraq reconstruction. Bowen issued sev-
eral reports on the Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA), the U.S. occupation gov-
ernment that ruled Iraq from June 2003 to
June 2004.

The official who led the CPA, L. Paul
Bremer III, submitted a blistering, written
reply to the findings, saying the report had

“many misconceptions and inaccuracies”
and lacked professional judgment.

Bremer complained the report “assumes
that western-style budgeting and account-

The inspector general said the occupy-
ing agency disbursed $8.8 billion to Iraqi
ministries “without assurance the monies
were properly accounted for.”

U.S. officials, the report said, “did not es-
tablish or implement sufficient manageri-
al, financial and contractural controls.”
There was no way to verify that the money
was used for its intended purposes of fi-
nancing humanitarian needs, economic re-
construction, repair of facilities, disarma-
ment and civil administration.

Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman
said Sunday the authority was hamstrung
by “extraordinary conditions” under
which it worked throughout its mission.

“We simply disagree with the audit's con-

clusion that the CPA provided less than ad-
equate controls,” Whitman said.

Turning over the money “was in keeping
with the CPA’s responsibility to transfer
these funds and administrative responsibil-
ities to the Iragi ministries as an essential
part of restoring Iragi governance.”

The inspector general cited an Interna-
tional Monetary Fund assessment in Octo-
ber 2003 on the poor state of Iraqi govern-
ment offices. The assessment found minis-
tries suffered from staff shortages, poor se-
curity, disruptions in communications,
damage and looting of government build-
ings, and lack of financial policies.

Some of the transferred funds may have
paid “ghost” employees, the inspector gen-
eral found.

CPA staff learned that 8,206 guards

were on the payroll at one ministry, but
only 602 could be accounted for, the report
said. At another ministry, U.S. officials
found 1,417 guards on the payroll but could
only confirm 642.

When staff members of the U.S. occupa-
tion government recommended that pay-
rolls be verified before salary payments,
CPA financial officials “stated the CPA
would rather overpay salaries than risk not
paying employees and inciting violence,”
the inspector general said.

Bremer attacked many of the speciﬁc
findmgs Among his rebuttal points:

'he report was suggesting the CPA
“should have placed hundreds of CPA audi
tors” in Iragi ministries, contrary to Unit-
ed States and United Nations policy of giv-
ing Iraqi ministers responsibility for their
budgets.

W The CPA established a program re-
view board, an independent judiciary and
inspector generals in each agency to fight
corruption.

The inspector general’s report rejected
Bremer’s criticism. It concluded that de-
spite the war, “We believe the CPA man-
agement of Iraq’s national budget process
and oversight of Iraqi funds was burdened
by severe inefficiencies and poor manage-
ment.”

Woman dies in prison

LAS VEGAS — The only
woman on Nevada’s death
row, imprisoned for running
down a holiday crowd on a
sidewalk nearly 25 years ago,
died Saturday at age 75, au-
thorities said.

Priscilla Ford, who had ap-
pealed her death sentence sev-
eral times, was suffering
emphysema, said Fritz Sehlott.
man, spokesman for the Neva-
da Department of Corrections.

Ford was convicted of kill-
ing six people and injured 23
others when she drove down a
crowded Reno sidewalk on
Thanksgiving Day in 1980.

Selling KKK gear

HOWELL, Mich. — Ku
Klux Klan robes sold for up to
$1,425 and a KKK knife drew
2$400 bid Saturday during an
auction of paraphernalia from
the racist group that critics
have blasted as insensitive.

Auctioneer Gary Gray said a
steady stream of people visited
the auction house in Howell in
the hours leading up to the sale,
where participants could bid on
12 KKK robes and capes, as
well as buttons, books, swords,
patches and movies.

Four killed in crash

GENESEO, N.Y. — A char-
ter bus collided with a trac-
tor-trailer in western New
York on Saturday, splitting the
bus in half and killing four peo-

ple.

The bus was carrying mem-
bers of a Canadian women’s
youth hockey team when it
rear-ended the truck parked
on the shoulder of Interstate
390, about 27 miles south of
Rochester.

The truck driver and three
passengers were killed, said
Marl nnell, a spokesman
for New York State Police.
From The Associated Press

Storm puts lights out for 300,000 in Georgla

Latest winter debacle
again leaves hundreds
stranded in airports

BY ELIOTT C. MCLAUGHLIN
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — More than
300,000 customers had no electric-
ity Sunday in Georgia as crews
worked to repair power lines
snapped by an ice storm, and hun-
dreds of people s&randed by can-
celed airline flights spent the
mght sleeping at the city’s air-

Two traffic deaths in Georgia
and one in South Carolina were
blamed on the storm that spread
sleet and freezing rain across
parts of the Southeast on Satur-
day.

The weather was taking a
sharp turn on Sunday, with highs
in the 40s forecast for northern
Georgia and in the 60s in the
southern part of the state, the Na-
tional Weather Service said.

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta In-
ternational Airport got ready to
open a third runway Sunday,
spokeswoman Lanii Thomas said.
Only two — and at one point only
one — of its four runways were
available Saturday as crews la-
bored to scrape off ice.

Still, fewer than 100 departures
were scheduled out of one of the
world’s busiest airports Sunday
morning, she said. About 300 trav-
elers spent the night at the airport
Saturday night.

“I'm sure the airlines are going
to do everything within their
power to rebuild their sched-
ules,” Thomas said.

A firefighter walks past the destruction left after a motor home collided
with an 18-wheeler on Interstate 77 Saturday in Fort Mill, S.C. The
Timbers family of Ontario, Canada, was on their way to Walt Disney
World when they hit a patch of ice and lost control.

Teen abortions bill high on GOP’s priority list

BY DAVID CRARY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The abortion
bill most likely to become federal
law this year would affect a rela-
tively small number of pregnant
teens, yet its impact on them
could be dramatic — sharply re-
ducing the options for girls in
many states who dread telling
their parents of their plight.

Supporters and opponents each
offer vivid worst-case scenarios
in debating the bill, which was in-
cluded last week in the Senate Re-
publicans’ priority list.

It would outlaw transporting a
minor across state lines to obtain
an abortion in order to evade pa-
rental consent or notification
laws in the girl’s home state.

The bill’s advocates evoke the

image of a girl being impregnated
by an abusive older man who
then drives them to an
out-of-state abortion clinic so the
girl’s parents and the authorities
won’t find out about a relation-
ship that might have been illegal
because of age differences.

Opponents of the bill say it
would criminalize the well-mean-
ing acts of an aunt, older sister or
other confidante who assists a
girl terrified of being beaten or
evicted from home if her parents
learned of the pregnancy.

“You're talking about girls who
really need support — let them
use whatever support they have,”
said Shawn Towey of the National
Network of Abortion Funds.
“This bill is going to have a chill-
ing effect on people who are just
there to help.”

Titled the Child Custody Protec-
tion Act, and carrying a sentence
of up to one year in prison, the bill
has bounced around Congress for
years, winning House approval
three times but never reaching a
vote on the Senate floor. Only
now — after making the Senate
GOP’s Top 10 priority list — do
supporters and foes believe its
passage is probable.

“We're proceedmg as if it’s
going to pass” said Lorraine
Kenny of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union’s Reproductive Free-
dom Project. ACLU lawyers al-
ready are studying possible chal-
lenges on grounds that the bill vio-
lates the right to travel from state
to state and does not make an ex-
ception for cases when a girl’s
health is jeopardized.

Activists on both sides expect
support for the bill from majority
Republicans, perhaps joined by
some Democrats. Some doubt
Democratic leaders will wage an
all-out fight against it.

“Politically, it would be very
high risk for the Senate Demo-
crats to filibuster this bill,” said
Douglas Johnson, legislative di-
rector of the National Right to
Life Committee.

“Polls show that about 80 per-
cent of Americans support the
concept of parental notification.”

Opponents agree that young
women are better off telling par-
ents about a pregnancy, and say
most do so voluntarily. But abor-
tion-rights activists argue that pol-
iticians should not impose man-
dates that might backfire in cases
where family communication al-
ready has broken down.
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Jackson trial shaping up to be a thriller

Entertainer scolds media on Web site

BY LINDA DEUTSCH
The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. — The child moles-
tation case against Michael Jackson is final-
ly ready for a trial that promises to be like no
other.

Jury selection was to begin Monday, with
Jackson expected to appear, in a case that
has become a symbol of the American obses-
sion with celebrity. Early Sunday, Jackson is-
sued a court-approved video statement on
his Web site, calling recent media leaks in
the case “disgusting and false.”

“Please keep an open mind and let me
have my day in court,” Jackson said, looking
directly into the camera. “I deserve a fair
trial like every other American citizen. I will
be acquitted and vindicated when the truth
is told.”

The uphill task of finding jurors who
haven’t prejudged the case is a mere
lude to a courtroom contest that will include

testimony from the boy who accuses the pop
icon of molesting him.

More than 1,000 news representatives
have applied for credentials, including re-
porters from Japan, the United Kingdom,
Australia, Switzerland, Germany, Canada
and Mexico.

On the defense side of court sits a glitter-
ing superstar who appears in makeup and
theatrical outfits and has millions of fans
worldwide who don't believe he could be a
pedophile. Jackson, 46, is charged with mo-
lesting the cancer patient — then age 13,
now 15 — after plying him with alcohol.

On the prosecution side is Jackson’s long-
time nemesis, a balding, mustachioed Santa
Barbara County district attorney. For more
than a decade Tom Sneddon has pursued
Jackson and what happens at his Neverland

Ranch. Jackson has derided him in song as a
“cold man” with a vendetta and likened the
case to persecution.

Sneddon, 61, recently asked the judge to
stop attacks on his motives. If the defense
continues to call the case a crude attempt to
“take down a major celebrity,” the prosecu-
tion wrote, Sneddon will reveal “everything
he knows about this defendant.”

Prosecutors have complained that de-
fense lawyer Thomas Mesereau Jr. uses
courtroom invective not only to hammer his
opponents but also to brand the child wit-
nesses — the accuser and his brother — as
liars manipulated by their greedy mother.
Mesereau is a tall, imposing man with a
‘mane of white hair, known for winning seem-
ingly hopeless death penalty cases in the
South.

The referee is Superior Court Judge Rod-

ney Melville, 63, a veteran of the bench who
has refused to tolerate tardiness or even, in
one case, a bathroom break for the defen-
dant. At the final pretrial hearing Friday,
Melville made it clear that a gag order
stands, and he won’t abide lawyers attacking
each other. “I expect and know that you will,
all, on both sides, carry the burden of show-
ing the world what a fine system we have,”
Melville said.

From the start Melville has tried to clamp
an extraordinary lid of secrecy on informa-
tion. As jury selection neared, competition
for a scoop undermined Melville’s efforts.
The 1,900-page transcript of the case pros:
cutors presented to the grand jury that in-
dicted Jackson was leaked last month to the-
smokinggun.com and ABC News.

Among other things, the transcript includ-
ed the accuser’s testimony that Jackson
closed his eyes tightly while molesting him
on a bed, and that the pop star ignored the
child’s warnings that he shouldn’t drink alco-
hol because of his medical condition.
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Sundance festival
honors its top picks

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The family
drama “Forty Shades of Blue,”
centering on a modern Oedipal tri-
angle involving a music produc-
er, a Russian wife half his age and
his son, won top dramatic honors
at the Film Festival.

“Why We Fight,” examining

the chronically militant stance of
the United States over the past
half-century, took Sundance’s
grand jury prize for documenta-

Awards were presented Satur-
day, with top winners screening
one last time on Sunday as the
11-day independent-film show-
case ended in Park City, Utah.

exchange.

rates are those

British pound, which is represented in
and the euro, which is

jollars-to-

Money tip of the day

bénts and Sensibility

Knight Ridder News Service
That dreaded annual rite has

rolled around again: tax time.
It's never too early to file your

taxes. But if you need
to get up to speed on your tax
preparation, you might look at
one of the following Web sites
that feature useful tax insights
and information.

W www.bankrate.com. Offers
tax tips, from basics to tax-sav-
ing advice.

Tax resources

B www.hrblock.com. Con-
tains wide range of tax tips and
calculators.

W www.irs.gov. Provides in-
sights, advice and resources for
individual tax filers.

W www.smartmoney.com/tax.
Features tax basics, worksheets
and feature articles.

W www.taxhawk.com. Select
“tax tips” to access list of top 10
tax tips and more.

Directed and co-written by Ira

Sachs, “Forty Shades of Blue”
stars Rip Torn as the aging hus-
band, Dina Korzun as his Russian
bride and Darren Burrows as the
estranged son whose visit hurls
their lives into turmoil.

“Why We Fight” was directed
by Eugene Jarecki, brother of An-
drew Jarecki, whose “Capturing
the Friedmans” won the Sun-
dance documentary prize in 2003.

The audience award for dramat-
ic films, chosen in voting by Sun-
dance film-goers, went to “Hustle
& Flow,” the tale of a two-bit
pimp and drug-dealer (Terrence
Howard) who enlists an odd as-
sortment of allies in a bid to break
into the hip-hop music scene.
Written and directed by Craig
Brewer, “Hustle & Flow” was pro-
duced by John Singleton.

Sundance movie-goers chose di-
rectors Henry Alex Rubin and

Ira Sachs, who directed
and co-wrote the film
“Forty Shades of
Blue,” receives the
dramatic grand jury
award Saturday for the
film about a music
producer, a Russian
wife half his age and his
son at the Sundance
Film Festival in Park
City, Utah.

Dana Adam Shapiro’s “Murder-
ball,” a portrait of the competitive
spirit of wheelchair-bound ath-
letes, as the audience-award win-
ner for documentaries.

Filmmaker Zeze Gamboa’s
“The Hero,” set in the aftermath
of decades of civil war in Angola,
earned the grand jury prize
among world-cinema dramatic
contenders.

“Shape of the Moon,” Dutch di-
rector Leonard Retel Helmrich’s
portrait of a Christian family in
Muslim-dominated Indonesia,
took top honors in the world-cine-
ma documentary category.

Special jury prizes for acting
were given to Amy Adams, who
plays a childlike Southern waif
captivated by her worldly new
ter-inlaw from up north in
“Junebug,” and to Lou Pucci as a
teenager whose oral fixation for
his thumb causes a ruckus among
his family in “Thumbsucker.”
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From now until February 14, 2005, Moon River Pearls, an online
pearl jewelry store, is offering all U.S. military 30% off AAA-quality,
solid nacre classic and modern pearl jewelry, plus FREE pearl stud
earrings with every necklace order. This Valentine’s Day, treat your
sweetheart (ladies, treat yourselves!) to gorgeous pearl jewelry!
Click on the yellow ribbon at
' . www.moonriverpearls.com for details. | /.

FREE FedEx delivery within the U.S. « FREE gift boxing + 30-day returns
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Palmer weds at 75, feels youthful again

At 75, Arnold Palmer feels like a kid again after saying, “I do.”

Palmer married Kathleen Gawthrop Wednesday in an in-
7 timate beach-side ceremony on Oahu, Hawaii’s North
Shore. “I feel like a 25-year-old,” he said Thursday.

The ceremony took place in a beach cottage near the Ar-
nold Palmer Course at the Turtle Bay Resort, where the
four-time Masters champion was to play at this weekend’s
Champions Tour event.

“She’s a great lady. 've known her for a long time. We've
been engaged for some time and dated before that,” Palm-
er said. “She’s just very special.”

The wedding ceremony, held as the sun set over the Pa-
cific Ocean, was private and small. “The minister, the
bride and the groom. That was it,” Palmer said.

This is Palmer’s second marriage. His wife of 45 years,
Winnie, died in 1999.

Palmer

Berlin film festival presenters named

German actress Franka Potente, Chinese actress Bai Ling and French fash-
ion designer Nino Cerruti will be among those choosing the winner of the Gold-
en Bear top prize at the Berlin International Film Festival next month.

Their names were announced Thursday by organizers of the event, Wthh
will be held Feb. 10-20. Roland ich, director of Day”
and “The Day After Tomorrow,” will head the jury.

Among the 21 contenders for the top prize are Wes Anderson’s “The Life
Aquatic With Steve Zissou”; “Kinsey,” about American sex researcher Alfred
Kinsey; and “Paradise Now,” a Dutch-German-French co-production that fol-
lows 28 hours in the lives of two Palestinian suicide bombers.

Foot infection nearly knocked out Swank

‘While training for the boxing drama “Million Dollar Baby,” Hilary Swank
was nearly TKO'd — by a foot infection.
Swank, nominated for an Oscar as best actress for her performance in the
Clint Eastwood—directed film, says a blister on her foot nearly led to her down-
fall

After popping the blister, Swank continued her rigorous
workouts. But soon she was in intense pain and knew some-
thing was wrong. “I couldn’t believe the pain,” the
30-year-old actress said..

“It was unbelievable and I looked down, there were
streaks going to my foot.

“So, I went to the doctor’s that second and he looked at
me and he said, “This is really serious. And if you would
have waited two more hours, you would have been in the
hospital for three weeks — and if it gets to your heart,
% that’s it ”

Swank says she was diagnosed with a bacterial infection

but never told Eastwood, also her co-star in the movie, be-

cause it wouldn’t have been in character. Instead, she took several days of medi-
cated rest and then returned to the ring.

“I didn’t tell Clint,” she says. “The producers don’t know because in the
end, that's what happens to boxers: They get blisters, they get infected. They
have injuries, and they keep pushing through it.”

Swank won an Oscar in 2000 for her performance in “Boys Don’t Cry.”

Tsunami-relief benefit raises $50,000

A benefit concert by country, gospel and contemporary Christian artists to
help victims of the tsunami in South Asia raised more than $50,000.

Christian pop star Michael W. Smith and country singer Kathy Mattea hosted
‘Wednesday’s event — “An Evening for Restoration: Music City Comes Togeth-
er for Tsunami Relief” — at Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn.

Performers included Steven Curtis Chapman, Marty Roe of Diamond Rio,
CeCe Winans, Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder, Steve Cropper, the Oak
Ridge Boys, Kirk Whalum, tobyMac, Crystal Gayle, MercyMe, Lee Green-
wood, The Whites, Raul Malo, The Crabb Family, Dr. Bobby Jones, Michael
Martin Murphey, the Nashville Chamber Orchestra and several Grand Ole
Opry stars.

Proceeds went to the international relief agency World Vision, which is work-
ing in the stricken southern Asian region, concert organizers said Thursday.

Swank

Islamic architect designer honored

rince Karim Khan IV received the fifth Vincent Scully Prize in recogni-
tion of his decades of work to re-energize design in the Islamic world and to pre-
serve historic sites.

The Vincent Scully Prize, named for an architect profes-
sor at Yale University, was established in 1999 to recognize
exemplary practice scholarship or criticism in architec-
ture, historic preservation and urban design.

World Bank President James Wolfensohn was among
those in the audience Tuesday night paying tribute to the
Aga Khan at a black-tie gala.

The Aga Khan is the 49th hereditary Imam, a spiritual
leader of 20 million Ismaili Muslims in Asia and Africa,
who traces his lineage directly from the Prophet Muham-
mad. The Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture at
Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology has educated a generation of architects, teach-
ers, planners and researchers, most from the Islamic

Aga Khan

world, since 1979.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Paul Mesner holds a puppet in his studio in Kansas City, Mo. Mesner, 48, produces puppet shows
in Kansas City and across the country. He also is new president of Puppeteers of America, an
i

organi

ion that promotes puppetry in the United States, Canada and Mexico.

PUPPET LOVE

Demand for puppeteers surges as interest grows

BY MARIA SUDEKUM FISHER
The Associated Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo.
aul Mesner romps around his studio in
shorts and tennis shoes, pointing out
the special mouth hmges and weighted
eyeballs that go into the perfect

puppet. His specialty is traditional rod puppets,
but he also works with hand puppets and mario-
nettes.

Mesner is founder of Paul Mesner Puppets
and is the new president of Puppeteers of Amer-
ica, an organization that promotes puppetry in
the United States, Mexico and Canada. He is tak-
ing the helm of the 2,000 or so member organiza-
tion at a time when puppets rule.

1t's not just Bert and Ernie or Miss Piggy and
Kermit anymore.

Puppets have become major players on

puppet show in a water tank in New York." It’
just part of the consciousness of people now.”

While puppetry has been on the move lately, it
has been a constant in Mesner’s life. Now
‘made his first puppet as a child by adding strings
to the back of his teddy bear. He went on to ap-
prentice with a puppeteer in Nebraska during jun-
ior high and high school. And he learned early
that puppetry would not be an easy career choice.

“You have to be tenacious to make it in the-
ater,” Mesner says.

“You get no respect and no glory in puppetry.

.. But what matters the most is when kids come
up and tell me they loved my show.”

Mesner produces puppet shows throughout
the United States. His past productions include
a two-hour opera collaboration of “The Mika-
do,” “Strega Nona” and a “Cinderella,” in which
the heroine heads off to the ball on a Vespa.
Shows are often sold out but some of his more

jons, such as last spring’s

Broadway, starring in such s “Ave-
nue Q,” “The Lion King” and “Little Shnp of
Horrors,” and are featured in such movies as
“Team America: World Police.”

College students also have taken note. The Uni-
versity of Hawaii and West Virginia University
offer courses in puppetry, and students at the
University of Connecticut-Storrs can get bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees in puppet theater.

“The whole puppetry thing is incredibly vital
right now,” Mesner says. “And I can think of
four or five universities that are turning out five
to six graduate students a year and 10 to 20 un-
dergraduates a year. Then there’s Disney,
which is training about 500 people to be puppe-
teers at their theme parks.”

John Bell, who teaches a puppetry workshop
at Emerson College in Boston and has been a
POA member since the 1980s, said Mesner
would be good at bridging the gap between the
older puppeteers and the younger ones.

“He’s part of that generation that came up
after Jim Henson and among the people who
saw the possibilities with puppets and were part
of this real flourishing of puppet theaters in
combination with the avant-garde and the politi-
cal art, and with the new possibilities of televi-
sion and film,” Bell said.

Bell, who also runs Great Small Works, a pup-
pet theater in New York, said it’s an important
time for puppetry because people no longer
only associate it with children’s theater.

“Now, when people find out you work with
puppets, they don’t say, ‘Do you know the Mup-
pets?” They say, ‘Oh, there’s some avant-garde

opera collaboration of “The Mikado,” didn’t
draw as many people as Mesner had hoped.

“We generally count on 2,000 people seeing a
show. But every time I'm setting the bar a little
higher,” Mesner said. “We got 4,000 to ‘“The Mi-
kado,” but we wanted 5,00

Robert Trussell, lhealer critic for The Kansas
City Star, credits Mesner with adding to the
local theater scene.

“For Kansas City, it's unusual because most
children’s theater has a tendency to be extreme-
ly earnest,” Trussell said. “They shy away from
anything that could conceivably be misinter-
preted. But Paul never worried about that. .
He always had this quirky sense of humor that
made his shows entertaining.”

Mesner says he never speaks down to chil-
dren. “So much of what kids get to watch has ei-
ther been dumbed down or grossed down,” he
says. “I don’t do that. I try to write everything
for all ages.”

As new president of POA, Mesner plans to
reach out to people interested in moving into pup-
petry as a career. “Puppeteers of America needs
to make itself a little more relevant, especially to
the young people entering the field,” he says.

He would tell students entering puppetry to
consider starting their own company. Kansas
City, which has about 1.5 million residents in
the metro area, supports at least four puppet
theaters, he says.

“I would tell young puppeteers to make a five
to 10-year commitment to a city,” Mesner says.
“It’s just an underserved market, and think of
all those unemployed actors in those cities.”
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[9ESPNews Pacific Report [Smallville “Truth Ciark must find a cure [War Stories [The Simpsons _[Pacific Report  [The Tonight Show With Jay Leno (CC)|Late Show With
6 |AFN-P to a deadly truth serum before Chioe Marge writes a nov- David Letterman
dies. (CC) el CC) (cc)
7| AFwaTL |[5:%6) Oprah Win- ({35) Guiding Light (CC) [:17) General Hos- [Headiine News [ Judge Judy (CC) [Today (CC) 15py (CC) [Animaniacs
FATL lirey (CC) pital (CC)
8 | NEWs |rdball With Chris Watthews [The O'Reilly Factor (CC) FOX News (CC) Fox and Friends [Fox and Friends ‘Americun Woming
9 | sPORTS |*(5:00) Arena Football Teams to Be Amnounced. (Taped) SportsCenter [NBA Basketball Teams to Be Announced. (Taped) [eSportsCenter
[The Simpsons _|Everybody Loves |Star Trek: Enterprise ‘Stalagem® _|CSI: Crime Scene Investigation ‘Play Top Hal and Tales: Harold Ross and |Friends (CC) __[Seinfeld George | The Daily Show _|Biind Date (GC)
10 | SPEC |Usaenrolsin  |Raymond Ray's  [Archer wants the creator of the Xindi | With Fire” A woman is found strangled ~{the Making of the New Yorker poses as a marine |With Jon Stewart
dance school. __jealousy: (CC) _|weapon to reveal s location. (CC) __|in a highv-school press box. (CC) biologit. (CC) __|(CC)
[ [ AFNFFAI [Fairly Oddparents |Rugrats Passover [The Proud Family [Amanda [Everwood Fear lisel” (CC) [Sister, Sister (CC) [Sister, Sister (CC) | The Cosby Show_|Home Improve. | Touched by an Angel ‘Int the Fire”
[AFN-IOV [Behind-Scenes _[Ent. Tonight %%% % “Platoon" (1986, Drama) Tom Berenger, Wilem Dafoe. [@:49) ** “Boycott” (2001, Drama) Jefrey Wrght, Terrence Howard. %) “The Three Stooges” (2000)

[5:00) #% "Per- | % "Sign o the Times” (1987, Musical] Prince, Shella E., | % “Die Another Day” (2002, Actor) Pierce Brosnan, Halle Berry, Toby ) %% “The Road to Wellville” (1994, Comedy) Anhony Hopkins, Bridgel
14 TMC |sonalVelosity” | Sneene Easton Famyant ook sa it proms n . tghens J Bond and a Anmericensy o Nt Korean il G:13 | Fonda, Mathew Broderide A ofh-contry dotor rctcss sl mad-
R(CC) _|Holland concert.'PG-13'(CC) (c0) cine. R (CC)

Dragon Tales & _ 7o (0 (CC) | The NewsHour Wi Jim Lahrer (Y | Nova Supersoi Drear B e [Unorgvable Blackress: The e and Fall o ack Johson earyueht _[ChaleFose Latrcs Frbure. 1
24 | PBS [TolChid plays with| (DVS) (cc) (Concarde for supersonic passenger |boxing champion Jack Johnson. (N) (Part 2 of 2) (CC) (DVS) (cC)
y. (E) figh (0/CO) OVS)
* “Rosencrant ad Guldersam Are Dead (1090, Cored i) Gar 44 Blown Ay (105¢ Sispers) Jeff dges, Tony Lo o Loyd [+ The Core (2003, Sl aron EXr, iy San Doy v
25 [SHOW [Olénan Tim Rl Rchard Drefuss. Minrchtacrs o Hanat ek e | Bidgs. A mad 1 bomberps revengecn s former pup. do. Earth spin again y will persh. PG-13'(CC)
brooding Dan

[City Confidential A New England tav- | American Justice ‘Dealh in a Small__|Cold Case Files “Mistaken for a Killer, |Cold Case Files ‘Chad Choice Case® A Dog the Bounty _[Dog the Bounty | Crossing Jordan ‘Revealed Wihen a
27 | A&E [em owner is prosecuted for shooting | Town" Alin Ridley's wife allegedly died |A Woman Scorned” DNA technology  [chid-abductor torments parents. (CC) [Hunter *Hide and ~ [Hunter Raid turns |sci-i author is found dead, Nigel sus-
three people. (CC) in her sleep. (CCJ solves two stabbing cases Seek’ (CC) vilent. (CC) pects a vampir. (CC)
[To Be Announced To Be Announced HighTech Toys _ [Future Tense |To Be Announced To Be Announced [To Be Announced
28| DISC
[Game Ka Na Ba? [Star Circle Quest [OK, Fine Whatever (05) Insider __[Pipol Kumikitang ing Star__[(:40) Mib, Ang Saya Saya
29| TFC Ayan (Tagalog)
30 | CNIN-1 |E01 Dobbs Toright [CNN Daybreak [American Morning (CC)
31| GOLF [{{430) European PGA GalfCallex|#Gofl Cenral_[oGolChannel [ oWrats nthe _[#GolfChannel (oGl Chamnel | eGolfChannel _[sGolfChannel [ 8Gall Cenral | eGolfChannel (8 Whatsin the
Miasters — Third Round. | Academy Bag? Ac demy Ac [ Academy Academy
[Overhaulin' “Cherry Nova" Transforming|Rides “Mail Order Hotrods' Chevy Nova | American Hot Rod “G5 Mustang 3’ |Overhaulin“Cherry Nova' Transforming|Rides “Mail Order Hotrods™ Ghevy Nova I a Fix ~Virtual T Canbhean I
32| TLC | 1967 Nova. (CC) vith after-mrket parts. (N) Dwayne cracks under the pressure whie|a 1967 Nova. (CC) with after-market parts. sions. (CC)
Charlie puts in an all-nighter.
Powerpuf Girls! | Dexter's Laborato- Cnuraqe i Cow- HeMan and he | ustce eague [ Teen Thans Cartoon Cartoon Cartoan shors. [Samurai Jack |He-Man and the | Wrats New Scoo-Hlucha Lucha
34 | TOON ry Dog ters of the Masters of the | by-Doo’
iverse niverse
[Who Gets the Dog? *Hugs” Three fam-| Animal Precinct Body of Evidence” In- |Barking Mad “Goldie & Chester Zoo' | Who Gets the Dog? *Hugs' Three fami-| Animal Precinct “Body of Evidence’ In-| The Most Extreme ‘Swarms' Docu-
35 | ANPL |lies compete for the chance to adopt  |vestigating a report of a dead dog and a|Stubborn donkeys. lies compete for the chance to adopt  |vestigating a report of a dead dog and a|menting wildiife that gathers in swarms.
ugs,  terrier mix. (N) canine whose back is burned. Hugs, a terrer mix. canine whose back is burned. (cc)
[Crank Yankers [South Park A |Chappelle’s Show [Distraction Con- | The Daily Show [ The Daily Show | Chappelle’s Show [Distraction Con- [ The Daily Show [ The Daily Show | Whose Line Is It Whoss L s
36 | COM |Gladys calls about |package arrives ~ |Snoop Dogg. (CC) [testants harried. (N)| With Jon Stewart |With Jon Stewart |Snoop Dogg. (CC) |testants harried. ~ [With Jon Stewart |With Jon Stewart Anyway? Brad way?
lcharm classes. __|rom Afghanistan. (cc) Jim Wals. () [Brian Ross. (CC) (cc) im Walls-(CC) _[Brian Ross. (CC) _|Sherwood. (CC) _ [Sherwood. (CC)
Lost Fighter Plane [Snake Wranglers |Croc Chronicies | Giants of the Ice _|Wildife Detectives|Tae Kon Do: Reflections on Korean | Trai of the Cougar The dynamics of | Going to More Extremes Cold™
40 | NGC-A [Venom extraction. Capmnng croco- Tiger dealers |Spirit The martial art of tae kwon do. ~ [the cougar's relationship with humans.
dies. nabbed
42 | SPIKE |2 eyenge of e Nerd T Nerds i Paadise (66T, Cortey] Fbert Caadie, Cuts AT [WXC "Donors and.Word'sWidestPoice Videos (CC] —Biind Dee (CC) ot Bulfered | Haximum Exposur Tatestng at
strong. Premiere. The Tr-Lambdas attend a raternity convention in Fiorida. (CC) s Movie: Elektra__|food.
[That ‘705 Show [ That 705 Show | The Simpsons Mir | Seinfeld Jerry and [American Idol [Season Plem\ers) Performers audiion n front of judges. (N) _[News [The Simpsons __Seinfeld George
43 | FOX |The Formans skip  |Kelso breaks into [Burns'assailantis |George take a imo ((Part 1 0f2) (CC) Bart and Lisa try to |gets flamboyant
h.(CC) _|the offce.(CC) | dentifed ride. (CC) save puppies. __|new glasses. (CC)
44 | BET |50 Food "Welcome Home' Kenny s a Club Comic View Li J; Crs Tabb. | BET Nighll News 106 & Park: BET's Top 10 Live Ja Fle; John Leguizamo. | Soul Food “Welcome Home' Kenny s a| Rap Oty Tha Bassment
troublesome patient. (CC) (cc) roublesome paient. (CC)
INYPD Blue “Fight of Fancy" The defec- [Cops Drug task | Cops From Boston|Forensic Files |Forensic Files [Forensic Files In- [North Mission [ Masterminds Trief |Caught Extreme Evidence [Extreme Evidence
46 | COURT |tives clash with Lt. Fancy’s icy replace- |force pursuit; ca-  [narcoics violation | Notepad points to |"Point of Origin" A |vestigation into a | Road Nuclear sci- [netted $133 millon. “Columbia Count- |An il spil kills
ment;a teen i kiled. (CC) nine offcer. (CC) _[arest. (CC) idnapper. serial arsonist. __|ite. entist kil (N) down’ seabirds.
[The Simpsans [ The Drew Carey [Star News Focus |Friends (CC) | Charmed (CC) [Wild Card (CC] [Manhunt (CC) Friends (CC) _|Charmed (GC)
48 |STRWLD|(CC) Show (CC) [Asia

“Songs In Ordinary Time" (2000, Drama) Sissy Spacek, Beau Bridges, Keir DUF| The Nanny Fran [The Golden Girls |The Nanny Maggie [ The Golden Girls | The Division “Play Ball A baseball |Suddenly Susan |Paid Program
50 | LIFE |lea. Premiere. A charismatic drifter enters a divorced mother's life. (CC) wants to adopt the |Dorothy and Stan | wants to live with |A candidate slan- |player is accused of rape. (CC) Susan gets three
chidren. (CC) __[owe the IRS. (CC) |boyfriend. ders Blanche. great offers. (CC)
00) %% “Home Alone 4" (2002, |Whose Line s It |Whose Line Is It [The 700 Club Spendihrifts find Gods | America’s Funni- | Americas Funni- [Paid Program [Paid Program | The 700 Club Spendhrits find God's

51 |ABCFAM Camsay) Nike Weinberg. A boy wans ~[Anyway? Kathy ~ |Anyway? “Weird  |faithfuiness. (N) (CC) lest Home Videos est Home Videos faitfulness. () (CC)

o reunite his estranged parents. (CC) _|Kinney. (CC) Newscasters.” Family dimer.__|ice bowiing (CC)

[The Presidents *1625-1849" America's |Modern Marvels ‘Nalure's Engneers 2'| The Big House “Sing Sing' The fislory | The Presidents 1769-1625' The na- _|The Presidents *1625-1849" America’s | Modern Marvels "Nature’s Engineers 2
53 | HIST |leadership changes hands. (N) (CC)  |Non-humans perform complex proce-  [of Sing Sing prison in Ossining, N.Y. tion's founding fathers. (CC) hanges hands. (CC) Non-h rform complex proce-

ures. (N) (CC) (co) dures. (CC)

[(5:50) % * “Hollywood Wives: The New Generation” __|(:20) % % “Sleeping With the Enemy” (1991, Suspense) | % “Just Married" (2003,_Gomedy) Ashion Kutcher, Briany |(:35) % + “River’s Edge" (1967, Drama) Crispin Glover,
57 | STRAIN |(2003, Drama) Farrah Fancett, Melissa Gilbert. The quest for | Julia Roberts, Patrick Bergin. A woman takes drastic mea- | Murphy, Christian Kane. Two newlyweds endure a disastrous [Keanu Reeves, Dennis Hopper. Friends keep mum after a

fame, fortune and lust dives three wom sures to flee her abusive husband. Ironeymoon in Europe. teenager ilsfis girfiend.

[To Be Announced [Game for It [Total Adventure _|eAdventure Challenge [BudgetTravel |oOrange Un- | Game for It [To Be Announced Next Wave [Total Adventure
58 |ADV 1 pl

[The Real World | The Real World _|The Real World _|Wy Super Sweet V_Tv Crs Rachel [Room Raiders | Wanta Come n? (Wanna o in? RealWord—~ TRealWord - [Reaitoid - _|Real Word
59 | MTV |Landonfeels  [Melanie has a mys-{ Phiadelphia’ (16 (Series Pre- [Road Rules Chal- Road Rules Chal- |Road Rules Chal- |Road Rules Chal-

threatened. (CC) _|terious rash. [Sarah hooks up._|miere) (N) lenge (CC) lenge (CC) lenge (CC) lenge (CC)

Hey Anold! Sef- |Zoey 101 Logan | The Adventures of The Fairly Odd- _|SpongeBob | Ned's Declassied Fatherhood Angie | The Fresh Prince |The Fresh Prince |The Cosby Show |Roseanne Dan
60 | NICK |defense; camping. |concocts a planto |Jimmy Neutron:  (Parents (CC)  [SquarePants (CC) |School Survival |gets bad grades.  |of BelAir Carlion [of Bel-Air Blac- ‘randmoth- (joins a blues band. |Roseanne fims a

cc) spy. Boy Genius Guide (CC) cc) s depreseet (CC) |mallr Wil (C0) _|ors" e aies. |(CO) family video. (CC)

JAPAN TV 215 World News Hour 4:15 Asian News 9:50 British-French Movie (2002): Long time | 8:00 Top Choice
0:10 BS. Bocumenary: US. Joumalism and | 5:15 World News Hour Dead (1:35) 10:00 Pure Music
ar (1)

11 BDT\/Senes Friends the Final #225 L1200 Top choice

Aften
JAPAN TV-BS11 1200 TV Series: Third Watch

1:00 US. Movie (2003): Beyond Borders (2:10)

fte
100 Amrica or Busted
:30 Making the Video: Ja Rule

ornin
10:25 Korean Drama: A Wish Upon A Star (4)
After:

1230 Gt Cnmescenemvesugmmn a2 orning 3:10 U.S. Movie (2003); Terminator 3: Rise of s ice
130 Us. Movie (1584): Wolf (2:00)12) 10:00 Classical Music: Mika Sato Piano Recit- e Machines (1:50 Pore. Misc
550 Nows 5:30 Oswald #26

Top Chai
0 JAPAN 8N News Chart Top 10

e e W Sie Tuesday

zvenmg Evening
00 Spaish Soccer Liga Espanola r)

zvenmy

8

NHK News
m US: Movie (1909): The Love Letter (130)

750 Wt Lk About You ()

:00 The Simpsons (42) TV Series: West Wing 3 jorld Chart Express Powered by
10:00 News (1) jorl 12 00 Tums\an French Mowe (1994): Les Si- - Miar
12:55 Ultimate Fighting (6) 9: ic News lences du Palais (2:10) 10:00 U S. Movie 11976) Alice Doesn't Live i-Catch
305 Classical Muslc:Chopin/Handel G | 10:1D ss Documen!ary Tanker Accident and bere Amymore Jop Choice
eak

Good Charlotte
: Marilyn Manson
ownload Chart Top 10

X TRCEETI | 5 o e s | ——

g
Momning 1:10 30 Woris Alpine Skiing Championship: | 600 The Beat File ting
3 Men's Super G (r) 7:30 Oswald #: Morning
215 Asian News 00 U8, Movie 2000 Live from Baghdad | 600 Wake Up! 3
3:35 World Amazing Sports (1:50) 7:00 M Size Monday After Hours
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Show troops real support

The stir created by the University of Ore-
gon’s removal of a troop support sticker
this month from a university vehicle is a
dubious reflection of how Americans de-
fine support. Concern over the removal is
unfounded and, ironically, overshadows
the quality of life for returning troops,
those for whom the stickers are intended.

Our support is woefully conditional.
When troops come back safe and sound,
we're there for them, providing hugs and
handshakes. Yet we walk right past the
less fortunate getting off the same plane.
What they need is time, attention and
someone to stay on task with them.

The personal-responsibility rule sug-
gests troops and their families must de-
plete their personal resources in the effort
to secure assistance. This is ludicrous. We
quietly nod or say nothing as budget cuts
are proposed to veterans programs and as-
sistance programs. We deliberately avoid
the veterans’ new reality. We shun them
into areas of life designed for the less enti-
tled. We reduce their image by labeling
them “disadvantaged” and think this re-
leases us from our responsibility to care
for them as completely as they deserve.

Unlike the derelict who never contribut-
ed to society’s benefit but benefits from so-
ciety, troops and their families have
earned our support to include basic living
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all levels of health care, finan-
cial assistance, education and employment
that befits their now differing talents and
skills. This is what they deserve.
Anything less is just a sticker on a car.
Diana Hartman
Stuttgart, Germany

ACLU unfairly accused

1 am writing in response to the Dec. 6 let-
ter “Freedom from regulation is key,” in
which I feel the American Civil Liberties
Union was unfairly accused of needing to
study the Constitution. On its Web site,
www.aclu.org, the ACLU publishes its in-
tent, purpose and agenda, including: “The
ACLU is our nation’s guardian of liberty.
We work daily in courts, legislatures and
communities to defend and preserve the in-
dividual rights and liberties guaranteed to
every person in this country by the Consti-
tution and laws of the United States. Our
job is to conserve America’s original civic
values — the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights.”

On its page addressing religious liberty,
the ACLU says: “The free exercise clause
of the First Amendment guarantees the
right to practice one’s religion free of gov-
ernment interference. The establishment
clause requires the separation of church
and state. Combined, they ensure religious
liberty. Yet assaults on the freedom to be-
lieve continue, both in Washington and in
state legislatures around the country.”

Sounds to me that the ACLU is very
well-versed in the Constitution and has set
out to ensure its safety; which means both
parts of the First Amendment, not just the

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku
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Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271
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E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

one currently espoused by evangelical ex-
tremists who think that their right to prac-
tice religion freely includes binding the
government to a particular religious inter-
pretation of the facts — in clear violation
of the separation clause and good taste.
The letter writer seems to think he, like
other extremists, has figured out the intent
of the Founding Fathers despite the words
they included in the First Amendment.
The writer also insults the Founding Fa-
thers when he says their intent was to
“keep the government from interfering in
religion, not to create an unbridgeable
chasm between the two.” If this were the
case, then the First Amendment would
have said only that the government has no
right to interfere with the free exercise of
religion and not mentioned that whole
ulher thing about establishment of reli-

The letter write needs to take a course
on the Constitution and I recommend he
contact the experts at the ACLU — wheth-
er he likes them or not.

Maj. Phil Franklin
Stuttgart, Germany

Infantry earns special badge

To the writer of the letter “No CIB in an
Army of One” (Dec. 10): Let's clear up a
few things. Army of One doesn’t mean ev-
eryone is the same and we all do the same
thing. It means we’re all on one team, but
that each soldier makes his individual con-
tribution and is vital to the mission.

1 have no doubt that military police de-
ploy often, long and in dangerous situa-
tions, and that roadside bombs can hit any
soldier at any time. Yet as an infantryman
who has deployed to Kosovo, Afghanistan,
and currently to Iraq, I have been directly
engaged by the enemy more than once. We
have seven Purple Hearts in my platoon
alone. How dare anyone trivialize what
we, the infantry, have done for freedom!
You dishonor those who have been award-
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ed the coveted Combat Infantryman
Badge posthumously.

The CIB/Expert Infantryman Badge
and Combat Field Medical Badge/Expert
Field Medical Badge were started in 1943
to honor those soldiers who did the “major-
ity” of the fighting and made the “major”
sacrifices. Those in other military occupa-
tional specialties are honored for their con-
tribution to the war with combat patches
and six-month combat service stripes.

We are all on one team, fighting tyranny.
But I hate to burst your bubble — the infan
try is the backbone of the Army. The ma-
jority of MPs I have seen do guard duty
and convoy escorts. We do mounted and
dismounted patrols, recons and raids.
‘What major offensive have you been on?
Scan your sector and let the infantry shoot
our lane!

Spe. Eric D. Kesseler
Baghdad

All in combat deserve badge

Why isn’t every soldier in the war get-
ting combat badges? Some soldiers are up
in arms about a Combat Infantryman’s
Badge awarded without the 11B military
occupational specialty. This is nonsense!
Are not all soldiers infantry first? Prede-
ployment training involves weeks of 11B
tactics. Then this training is used during a
tour of duty. Not to mention, it only takes
two weeks in the National Guard to earn
the 11B designator.

This is a different war, which means dif-
ferent rules. There are no front lines. The
suicide bombing in the Mosul chow hall ex-
emplifies this. The enemy is among us, ev-
eryone is on the front line.

Serving in Iraq as a 91W (medic), I have
three other MOSs, including 11B. With
missions outside the wire, riding in con-
voys and the incoming mortars in our oper-
ating base, should I not receive a combat
badge? I believe the soldier makes the
medal, the medal does not make the sol-
dier. Still, military awards are great for
morale, unit cohesion and distinguishing
one’s work and sacrifice.

1 want my silly little badge. I asked to go
to combat. I will probably be here for
more than a year. There is nothing wrong
in feeling proud of our sacrifice and want-
ing to show it. We have earned it.

Sgt. Victor A. IToffredo
Northern Iraq

Rich not doing share in Iraq

All the hullabaloo over the CBS report
on President Bush’s National Guard
records would not have happened if both
Bushes had told the truth. As we all know,
most of the rich and shameless never go to
war unless they want to. Just look at our
Congress — how many have any kin in the
war on terrorism? Also look at the poor
souls who are out there now, and the fami-
lies that don’t have enough funds to live
their lives because they lost their loved
ones. And that’s what it is all about.

Alexander Fiore
Camp Darby, Italy

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Generous to a fault: Hype-iree aid preferred

andra Bullock wants us to know
she gave $1 million to the Red
Cross for tsunami disaster relief,
which is nice of her. Indeed, when
1 Google

Karen Heller

“Sandra Bullock tsunami,”
64,300 results appear.

Steven  Spielberg
wants us to know that
he gave $1.5 million
divided among Care,
Oxfam and Save the
Children for tsunami
relief. He usually
keeps donations pri-
vate, or so his publi-
cist says, but went
public “to further en-
courage others to
make donations of

1y amount to these
and other organizations aiding the relief f-
fort.

As if the pictures, stories and statistics
weren't enough.

As T write this, Jay Leno and Har-
ley-Davidson are auctioning off a star-auto-
graphed Road King for disaster relief — it
says so on their Web sites — which seems
inappropriate in so many ways.

Kobe Bryant was one of seven NBA play-
ers who pledged $1,000 for every point
scored one recent week, though critics
thought it might be an attempt at career
rehab.

Each day brings fresh pronouncements
from actors, musicians, even lowly news-
paper scribes of all the good work they’re

doing in the name of the catastrophe.

Once again, we are venturing into the
murky, though increasingly traveled, wa-
ters of In Style-magazine philanthropy. If
someone befter known is doing it, using a
hair product or donating to a just cause,
then mere mortals might do the same.

Some of us were raised with the belief
that giving was a responsibility attended
by humility, not a press release. To call at-
tention to ourselves, even when doing
noble deeds, is not beneficence but pride.
Making ourselves more important than
the cause is hubris. Yet, there’s a prevail-
ing me-tooism, with everyone racing to
raise funds, and publicity, when only the
former is needed.

We are inundated with appeals from
schools, religious i and work-

places fo give as a group, uppmg the ante
of how much can be delivered and then
promoted, when many people were raised
to believe that charity begins at home and
that it’s the individual who makes a differ-
ence, not a cheerleading effort.

Bad events always bring out the worst in
opportunists, as easily as they bring out
the best in the magnanimous. Publicists
shill opportunistic shrinks promoting their
latest tsunami insights and self-help book
to any desperate hack willing to care. Ce-
lebnty newscasters have to share their sto-
ries. Why? Why? Soon, I have no doubt,

daniel @kmewsp.comn

‘mote on television, in tabs and the glossies.
Look, whatever the motivation, m the
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ably the donor’s own. Until now, a paltry
2.2 percent has gone annually to interna-
tional to the

end good things are a
fund-raising record in individual and gov-
ernment donations, appropriate for one of
the largest natural disasters in modern
memory.

Traditi , most charitable giving is

jets of , Formula
One racers and Oscar winners will be trav-
eling to Asia, because every story needs a
recognizable and beautiful face to pro-

too insular and self-reflective, with the
largest gifts going to religious i

American  Association of Fundraising
Counsel.

AllT ask is that we operate with the mod-
esty and grace charity requires. The gift is
in the giving. The stories should be entire-
ly devoted to those who matter, the recipi-
ents, the witnesses, the survivors of worse
than we'll ever know.

(40 percent) or schools (32 percent), invari-

Karen Heller is a Philadelphia Inquirer columnist.

Parties should unite to increase aid to war widows

f there is any common ground for
agreement left between the warring
political parties in Congress it should
be in protecting the welfare of the

loved ones of American soldiers who die in
combat. At the mo-
‘ment, the nation’s grati-
tude for those who
have given their ut-
most is a paltry
$12420 — in many
cases hardly enough to
pay for funeral expens-
es.

A proposal would in-
crease that 1908-estab-
lished gratuity to
$100,000; hardly an ex-
cessive amount when
one considers what
this government has paid survivors of vic-
tims of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack.
That compensation averages well over $1
million for civilian families, with relatives of
policemen and firemen killed in the tragedy
recelvmg more than twice that. The 9/11 Vlc-

Dan Thomasson

ed monthly stipend for wives.

There have been complaints that paper-
work has made the insurance payments
slow and some wives and children have
been financially as well as emotionally dev-
astated. Another plan circulating in Con-
gress would have the Army pay the premi-
um on the insurance policy. Some in the mili-
tary have reduced the amount of the policy
as a way of saving money or, in some cases,
refused it altogether.

The proposal also would increase the in-
surance to $300,000 and the estimates are
that the cost of raising both the death gratu-
ity and the insurance ceiling would cost
about $420 million in the first year.

While that may seem substantial, it is little
enough to pay to assure those willing to sacri-
fice their lives that their survivors have ex-
tended security.

Few issties have more emotional appeal
and practical application. If the nation is
going to continue to rely on an all-volunteer
military supplemented by reserve and Na-
tional Guard units, then few other proposals

could do as much to keep recruitments high
as convincing potential soldiers in a time of
war that their loved ones will be taken care
of should anything happen to them.

Aside from the practical aspect, it is sim-
ply the right thing, the moral thing to do.
Past generations have willingly sacrificed
their lives in the national interest without
the kind of protections they deserved. Few
have made an issue of it. The time has come
to provide the guardians of our welfare and
freedom with more than just a posthumous
‘medal for bravery. In fact, the insurance pol-
icy should be extended to those who are per-
manently maimed in combat. As a former
secretary of Veterans Affairs noted recently,
those who care for soldiers who have lost a
limb or face long-term disability frequently
have more serious emotional and financial
drains than the families of those who have
died. But extending the insurance to cover
injuries probably is some time off.

There are also several private foundations
established to provide compensation for the
families of those who die in service. The In-

trepid Fund, supported by private dona-
tions, distributes several thousand dollars
for children and wives and husbands of mili-
tary dead.

But the government should bear most of
the burden.

Republicans pushing the increase clearly
believe it will help offset Democratic charg-
es that the Bush administration has been
negligent in its treatment of servicemen and
‘women, failing to provide many of them, par-
ticularly reservists and Guardsmen, with ad-
equate armor and other equipment. Whatev-
er the reasons behind this push, it is an op-
portunity for both parties to put aside some
of the animosity already so obvious in the
first days of the new Congress and do some-
thing for the most deserving among us.
Chances seem fairly good that few lawmak-
ers will want to vote against it, especially
those who have been so critical of Iraq and
current Pentagon policies.

Dan Thomasson is former editor
of Scripps Howard News Service.

pro[ec( the commercial airline mdustry
from suits arising from the attack. It was not
a great idea, given the precedent it sets.

Since it was established during President
Theodore Roosevelt'’s administration in
1908 as a bonus for Civil War veterans, the
gratuity, originally a few hundred dollars,
has been increased several times — but not
by much. It went to $1,800 to $3,000 (depend-
ing on rank) in 1956. During the Gulf War it
was raised to $6,000 with half of that tax-
able. In 2003, the amount was increased to
$12,000 and it was made tax free and tied to
military pay raises. On Jan. 1, the 3.5 per-
cent pay increase for all military personnel
boosted it by $420.

Currently, the Army provides both an op-
portunity for its troops to buy at a low rate a
$250,000 term life insurance policy and a
death benefit of $6,900. Plus there is a limit-

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Twin record set

FREDONIA — The
157-student  fresh-
man class at Fredonia
High School includes
seven sets of twins —
enough to earn the district a
spot in the Guinness Book
of World Records.
Guinness has sent the %
district a certificate,
which will be displayed /{
in the high school.
Only three of the
sets attending the Chautauqua
County school, about S0 miles west
of Buffalo, were born locally.

-

ROUNDUP

N festival name
GILBERT — Promoting License investigation
this town’s proud history is NVE] . .
one thing. Naming the town’s festi- DENVER — Off(‘:mlals (‘;"n
val Gilbert Days is an- eommmercial drivers heent.

other thing entirely.

A group of angry citizens
showed up at a City Council meet-
ing to protest the event. The festi-
val’s name refers to a time when
Gilbert, a remote town of about
2,000 people, was known for its
bars, gambling and “working
girls” during the U.S. government
ban on drinking in the 1920s and
1930s.

“The damage has been done,”
resident Fran Marolt said. “This is
not a family-oriented activity.”

The event doesn’t include any of
the activities that gave the festival
its name, but City Council mem-
bers still don’t approve.

Organizers say the festival —
and its name — are meant to bring
back a part of history. The festival
is planned for two days in July and
includes a car show, antique fair
and bank robbery re-enactment.

Black-and-white apology

JACKSONVILLE — When

five dozen roses didn't
work, an estranged husband took
outa full-page newspaper ad to ask
his wife for forgiveness.

“Please believe the words in my
letter, they are true and from my
heart,” read the ad in The Florida
‘Times-Union. “I can only hope you
will give me the chance to prove
my unending love for you. Life
without you is empty and meaning-
less.”

Larry, who declined to give his
last name, sent the $17,000 apology
to Marianne, his wife of 17 years.

“It was a culmination of things,”
he told the newspaper. “But I am
desperately trying to save our mar-
riage.”

A relative told him that Mari-
anne saw the advertisement.

“She said my wife read the ad
and started crying. But so far I've
had no response from her,”
said.

Animal electrocution

BROWNSVILLE — A

water pump at the Gladys
Porter Zoo may have produced an
electric current that killed three an-
telopes, zoo officials said.

According to autopsies, the fe-
male West African bushbucks died
the weekend of Jan. 8 of acute myo-
cardial necrosis complications of
the heart.

“We can't say for sure that this
happened, but we have ruled out
as many things as possible,”
spokeswoman Cynthia Garza-Gal-
van said in The Brownsville Her-
ald.

“The results are consistent with
electrical shock.”

es following allegations that state
workers sold some to unqualified
drivers and illegal immigrants,
state revenue officials said. The
commercial licenses are required
to drive tractor-trailers and other
large vehicles. Two driver’s li-
cense examiners and a third per-
son face charges.

Airport tops own record

LAS VEGAS — McCarran

International Airport host-
ed more than 41.4 million travelers
last year, besting its previous
record of 36.9 million set in 2000.
Southwest Airlines was the busiest
carrier at McCarran, serving just
under 13 million passengers, a 10.8
percent increase from the previ-
ous year.

Hog competition

LEXINGTON — Punx-

sutawney Phil could get

some competition, from a real hog.

Officials in Lexington say their

Lil Bit will do the forecasting on
Feb. 2.

While groundhog Phil will be
looking for his shadow in Pennsyl-
vama, Lil Bit, the 65-pound potbel-
lied pig, will be doing the same in

Moré butter, please

Veronica Lopez at the Popcorn

Factory in Lake Forest, lll., fills tins
with popcorn. National Popcorn Day
is Jan, 31. Americans on average
eat about 68 quarts a year.

s

Lexington.

Lexington is fa-
V" mous for its pigs, but
»>~ they're usually smoth-
ered in barbecue sauce.

Trail reopened

FLAGSTAFF — A
popular trail into the
Grand Canyon that was

closed because of weather-re-
lated rock and land slides has
¥ reopened. National Park Ser-

vice officials are requiring hik-
ers to wear metal spikes on their
shoes because of icy conditions.
Mule trips on the Bright Angel
Trail remain suspended.

Body found after storm

NY NEW YORK — A

70-year-old cab driver who
died in his parked taxi just as a bliz-
zard hit the region went undiscov-
ered for three days as snow piled
up over his vehicle.

The man, whose name was not
released pending family notifica-
tion, was found in the Gravesend
section of Brooklyn, near where he
lived, said Sgt. Kevin Ferrell, a po-
lice spokesman.

It appeared that he died of a
heart attack shortly after parking
his car on the street, the same day
a winter storm began dumping
nearly 18 inches of snow on the

city.

Snowplows pushed banks of
snow against his car, blocking the
view inside. The man’s body was
discovered only after above-freez-
ing temperatures melted the snow.

Video games banned

JEFFERSON CITY —

Gov. Matt Blunt banned
video games from the state’s pris-
ons, a month after a newspaper re-
ported some of Missouri’s most vio-
lent inmates were allowed to plays
games simulating murders, car-
Jjackings and the killings of police
officers.

Blunt, a Republican who took of-
fice two weeks ago, called video
games “a luxury that inmates
should not be allowed to enjoy.”

The ban applies to all video
games — violent or not.

The Corrections Department al-
ready had removed 35 violent
video games from the maxi-
mum-security Jefferson City Cor-
rectional Center as The Kansas
City Star prepared to publish a
story about the games in early De-
cember.

Secession considered

WINHALL — Officials in

another community want
their town to secede from Vermont
and join New Hampshire.

The Winhall Selectboard plans
to ask voters about the secession
idea on Town Meeting Day on
March 1

Town officials believe property
taxes in Vermont are too high and
the education funding system is
flawed. A successful secession
vote would send a message to the
Legislature, said ~Selectboard
Chairman Frank Pinto.

“Is to make a statement to
Montpelier,” he said. “We're not
happy.”

Killington voters approved a pro-
posal last year to merge with New
Hampshire after repeated at-
tempts to challenge the state’s edu-
cation law.

i Bud Khuth, Associated Student Government
Tuition protest o s: m. Hood Community calege,
joins members of the Oregon Student Association to rally for lower tuition
vates in Salem, Ore.

Leoncio Medina Rodrigues of Mexico City sculpts a
piece titled “Nautilus at the Budweiser Internation-

Arctic art

al Snow Sculpture Championships in Breckenridge, Colo.
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Tall tires in Tyler

Bubbly youngster

Jeff Brock unloads a tire for the truck Big Sergeant before a monster truck
ccompetition at the Oil Palace in Tyler, Texas.

Helen Ball Elementary School kinder-
gartner Saul Sarinana blows soap

bubbles as part of the El Paso, Texas, school’s Science Expo.

Danger on drawbridge

HALLANDALE BEACH —

A 79-year-old woman suf-
fered only bruises after a draw-
bridge opened beneath her as she
walked across it, leaving her dan-
gling from the structure.

Helen Koton said she did not
hear any warning signals before
the bridge began to open with her
nearly halfway across. She said
she was able to grab the railing.

As the bridge rose to its full
height, motorists got out of their
cars and told the bridge attendant,
who lowered the span after several
minutes.

“Finally, I came down. When T
came down, I fell on my face, so I
bruised my forehead and my
nose,” she told Miami television
station WSVN.

Fired for smoking

LANSING — Four employ-

ees of a health care compa-
ny have been fired for refusing to
take a test to determine whether
they smoke cigarettes.

Weyco Inc., a health benefits ad-
ministrator based in Okemos,
Mich., adopted a policy Jan. 1 that
allows employees to be fired if
they smoke, even if the smoking
happens after business hours or at

ome.

Company founder Howard Wey-
ers has said the anti-smoking rule
was designed to shield the firm
from high health-care costs. “I
don’t want to pay for the results of
smoking,” he said.

The rule led one employee to
quit before the policy was adopted.

Four others were fired when
they balked at the smoking test.

Chief Financial Officer Gary
Climes estimated that 18 to 20 of
the company’s 200 employers
were smokers when the policy was
announced in 2003. Of those, as
many as 14 quit smoking before
the policy went into effect. The
company offered them help to kick
the habit.

Young, white, rich, drunk

NEW YORK — Young,
white Manhanan residents
ncomes at or

Cooler heads prevail
Robby Woodworth, 10, left, reacts
as Kane Rose, 11, dumps snow
onto his head after leaving school
for the day in Hutchinson, Kan,

Original approach

With the help of 3-foot-tall letters made from hundreds of carnations and
the Korbel Perfect Proposal Contest, Kristin Dunn of Boise, Idaho, turned
the tables on tradition by popping the question to her unsuspecting boyfriend, Tim Szofran. He said yes.

abuve $50,000 are more likely than
average 1o be excessive drinkers,
while nearly half of city residents
never drink at all, according to a
study by the city health depart-
ment.

Some 23 percent of adults age 18
to 24 and 20 percent of those 25 to
44 report drinking to excess — de-
fined as more than two drinks a
day for men and more than one a
day for women, the study said.

By comparison, only 11 percent
of those 45 to 64 and 6 percent of
those 65 or older say they drink ex-
cessively.

In Manhattan, 22 percent of resi-
dents describe themselves as ex-
cessive drinkers — the highest per-
centage among New York’s five
boroughs and twice the rate record-
ed in the Bronx, where 11 percent
report drinking heavily.

Messages mixed

OLYMPIA — The secre-
tary of state’s message is
being lost in translation.
‘Washington state residents say
the office’s Web-based translation
software is creating some odd
turns of phrase when it takes the
English version of information and
puts it into Chinese or Korean.

For example, a statement about
Secretary of State Sam Reed pro-
posing “statewide mandates to re-
store public trust” became
“Swampy weed suggests whole
state order recover open trust” in
Chinese and “A plant reed propos-
es national mandate to recover pub-
lic property trust” in Korean.

A Chinese translation option was
removed from the Web site on Jan.
12 and Korean got the heave-ho
later without word on whether or
when they would be restored.

“It's not a perfect system. It does
the best it can,” said Matthew Ed-
wards, the agency’s webmaster.
“We pulled it because of the com-
plaints. If it's totally confusing, it's
worthless.”

Alleged activist gunplay
WACO — A longtime Re-
publican Party activist has

been indicted on charges of shoot-

ing at workers cutting down trees
at her Woodway home.

Carolyn Payne Lomax, 63, was
indicted on two counts of aggravat-
ed assault in a 2004 incident when
Asplundh Co. workers were trim-
ming trees around utility lines for
utility company Oncor.

Lomax has said no one from the
company contacted her before
workers “butchered” her trees.

Lomax said the workers ap-
peared to be mocking her in Span-
ish. After repeated pleas, she said,
she went inside and grabbed a
22-caliber pistol.

“I went back out in the yard and
I said, ‘T have a gun. Get off of my
property. You're trespassing,’”
Lomax said. “They laughed, and
they continued to cut.”

Lomax said she fired two or
three shots and called police to re-
port the trespassing.

No one was injured.

Prostitution arrests

NY NEW YORK — A prostitu-

tion ring that netted rough-

ly $30 million over the last decade
and operated out of five midtown
Manhattan apartments was busted
with the arrest of 25 people be-
lieved to be involved, police said.

Those arrested included several
female prostitutes, as well as a
number of men charged with an as-
sortment of crimes, said Sgt. Kevin
Hayes.

The escort service was called
Julie’s of New York City, Hayes
said.

Elderly woman Tasered

ROCK HILL — A police of-

ficer used a stun gun on a
75-year-old woman who became
distraught when she could not lo-
cate a sick friend at a nursing
home, according to an internal re-
port.

Officer Hattie Jean Macon re-
ceived a verbal warning and was
required to attend a Taser retrain-
ing course after the investigation
found she acted prematurely when
she used the 50,000-volt Taser, ac-
cording to the report.

Macon was called to the nursing
home after Margaret Kimbrell re-
fused to leave. Kimbrell has said
she was distraught after the staff
would not disclose the location of
her sick friend, and she became
concerned the friend had died.

Kimbrell was charged with tres-
passing and resisting arrest. Her
lawyer said she may sue the depart-
ment.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

Jupiter in Libra (since Sept. 24)
has been fabulously lucky for part-
nerships of all kinds, but that luck
takes on a different tone
now, as Big Daddy Jupiter
stations to prepare for a
retrograde transit. Partner-
ships have more to offer
than you thought. A keen
awareness will reveal where
you should mine for more
relationship gold.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 1). This year,
you will achieve a long-held
wish. Some of you will
graduate with an advanced
degree for which you
worked extremely hard. Others will
travel during the spring and summer
months to a dream destination.
October finds you making great
progress towards a spiritual path,
while November resolves a legal
issue to your liking.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A
creative project brings you immense
joy and possibly a good deal of
money, too! Stand back and admire
your own handiwork. Luck is with
You if you're looking for love — an
encounter with your soul mate is
very possible.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A
situation involving a parent is amica-
bly resolved to your satisfaction.
This is particularly true of matters
pertaining to elderly care. You're in
the right place at the right time.
Home provides much-needed peace
and solace.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're invigorated, charged up and
ready to tackle whatever comes
your way! People in your neighbor-
hood seem especially attracted to
your charisma. Even your most
sullen sibling looks favorably upon
you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Watch for money in your mailbox. A
financial situation that's been in the
works for weeks — possibly months
— is likely to wrap up, and your
efforts could bear golden fruit. It's
best to remain humble and keep
that hungry attitude.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A huge
personal breakthrough is on the
agenda for you, lucky lion! This
marks the culmination of one phase

of your life and the beginning of a
whole new and glorious adventure.
Whatever you do today has major
staying power.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Something that's been buried in
your subconscious may rise to the
surface and poke you
between the eyes, forcing
you out of your comfort
zone. It could be the
answer to a question
you've been puzzling
over. Pay attention.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You feel
like partying! Whether
you're the host or the
guest, you're sure to
benefit from socializing
with friends and likemind-
ed individuals. A trip across town or
across the globe brings you insights
into a moral dilemma.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
A career matter reaches its grand
finale, bringing with it potential for
profit. From this point on, you may
be playing in a whole different ball
league, one in which you're calling
all the shots! A confident Aquarius is
favored for love.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There’s a lull in the action. Use
this opportunity to search your soul.
Re-evaluate your priorities and your
values to make sure they're not
outdated. Take the time to adjust as
necessary.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're in prime position to take
advantage of other people’s money.
Someone with deep pockets could
very well offer to fund your pet
project. Be sure to buy a lottery
ticket or two. You can't win unless
you play.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Marriage is in the air. If you're in a
committed relationship, your beloved
could pop the question or accept
your proposall If single, you could
meet your future spouse. A business
partner makes a significant and
enticing offer.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Those long hours you've been
keeping and the siress you've been
under do not a happy body make.
Slow down the pace. Take a hot
bath. Rest up. An ounce of preven-
tion now will save you from illness
later.

Holiday Mathis
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How CoME I'M
ALWAYS LUGI?

1Tod

S0 You ToLd

- NEXT TiME.

Foxtrot

HE THOUGHT - .
SHICONVALLEY 1
/AS THE GAP

7
BETWEES TWO N
MPLANTS

S0,TTWOULD SFoIL
YouR VEITE 5
NOU WOULDN'T GET
TEnTRTOw dol
NEED To GROW UP.
1 BND STRONG.

OINNCRTHME.

Baby Blues

Fﬂmﬁ ME TO ADM!T
VEN. ITAL
REVeR Hoct ue IN COMRT:

Spider Man

AFARILY OF SAURZELS & LIVING
OLR ATTIC 4G

COOK, THEY EVEN LEFT US A
COUPLE OF ACORNS

Blondie

ALICE, DID YOU CALL
THE DIRECTOR OF
HUMAN RESOURCES

A FURRY LOG"? oa CREATING A HOETILE

sconsdms 350 com

ENVIRONMENT.
YES £
/|8
£ SIEL
7] ~l H
2 UN |3
= . H

a
¥V weLcome To THe Y .. ANZ BECALIGE WE
OPENING NIGHT OF NEW, /T WILL BE W LIQUOR e
ol W RESTARINT., | SO B LICENSE
& WE RECEVE OUR...

Hagar

Garfield

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

52 Emie who'd use
49-Across

21 Speedy steed
22 Judicial raiment

Across
1 Smile broadly

5 Toss ntothe mi 53 Ginsberg poem zi ;eTves |
icer's materials
8 Calamine target Down p v;’hms
12 Language of
Pakistan 1 Hobo 27 Night light
2 Earlier than 28 — the Red
13 Maui memento 3 Billboards 29 Evans or Earnhardt
14 Leak slowly 4 Field-trip venue, 31 Chapter 11 cause
15 "While you were often 34 Oscar's street
out” stack 5 Plankton 35 End
17 Sketch component 37 “— Doubtfire”
18 Air-monitoring org. 6 Scottish river 38 Obi, for one
19 Wire-bending 7 Arranger 39 Black
tool 8 Antiseptic 40 Oklahoma city
21 Cross swords 9 Sped off 41 Works with
24 Hoodlum 10 Despot 44 Moray
25 Leeway 11 Chops 45 “Eurekal”
26 Abated 16 Gorilla 46 Without further ado
30 Rushmore face 20 Privation 47 Scale member

31 Actress Claire

32 Historic period

33 Steel-making
pioneer

35 Duel tool

36 Recedes

37 Chop finely

38 Nap

41 Grecian vessel

42 Writer Quindlen

43 Meetings

48 Read cursorily

49 Ball-b

Answer to Previous Puzzle

)
ol|z[»[x

o|z|m|<

EHEEE]

n[o|o[x

m|o|—|(»
—H|O|r[w

item

50 Send packing

51 Literary London
villain

ofm|c|w

2-1 CRYPTOQUIP

JREQIH GNX GEQUS U AUI

TPEX T U O G PP AR BN

BPSPHIX. Q OXSSXJ “PIJPE
QI GNX BPREG!"™
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: OUR EMPLOYMENT
AGENCY HAS ADOPTED A NEW SLOGAN: “WE
PUT PEOPLE IN THEIR PLACES!”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals O
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The humor of the hospital gown

Dear Readers: Believe it or
not, I'm still getting mail regard-
ing the letters I printed about
hospital gowns.

Some of them gave me
achuckle, and I thought
T'd share them with you.

So pour yourselves a
cup of coffee or tea, sit
back, and as they say,
“Bottoms up!”

Dear Abby: Twenty
years ago, I was in the
hospital going through a
miscarriage, wearing a
hospital gown. My room-
‘mate was a large woman
who complained to the nurse that
hers barely covered her. I told
them we were wearing designer
gowns.

My roommate responded that
it couldn’t be true — hers looked
like a regular gown to her. I told

Dear Abby

her ours were made by “Jor-

“Once she stopping laughing,
the nurse said she
thought I'd emotionally
and physically survive
the miscarriage if T
could make a joke at a
time like that.

Two years later, I
became pregnant with
my son, who's a high
school senior this year.

Even if you can’t
print this, T thought you
would get a laugh from
it.

— You Can Laugh
or You Can Cry

Dear You: I did — and I want
you to know I admire your
strength in the face of adversity.

Dear Abby: vour column
about hospital gowns reminded

me of an item that appeared in
the Milwaukee Journal Green
Sheet years ago.

“Did you know that hospital
gowns come in three sizes? Short,
shorter, and don’t bend over!”

—A

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

.And it turned

into a slice

JUMUSILE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one (etter to each square,
10 form four ordinary words.

RACHI

Mllwaukee
Dear A.: No, but that sounds
like good advice to me.

Dear Abby: After reading the
letters about hospital gowns, I
wondered if your readers know
that the first hospital gown was
designed by a man named Sey-
‘mour Heiny.

— R. McA,, Johnstown, PA.

Dear R.: A true visionary.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write

to Abby on the Internet at
http:

2005 Trbe Moda
‘Al Righis Reserved.

TELLU

HONNG

RUFLYR
(1]

arvicas. Inc.

INTO AT THE
ANNUAL. ROAST.

oo UTTBIe corn

YUIRPT

ooNuon

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

/1
Universal Press Syndicate

Trouble with long-distance wife

Dear Annie: 1 am 65 years
old and in a rather unusual posi-
tion. My wife, “Lisa,” works at an
office three hours away. Lisa
rented an apartment near her
office and began to commute
home on the weekends. That was
eight years ago. Things reached
the point where Lisa comes
home only for holidays
or social engagements.
When she does come
home, it ushers in a
whole new load of is-
sues. Lisa is in a
high-ranking position at
work and used to hav-
ing control over every-
one. She tells me what
to eat and what to fix
around the house. The
worst is how she treats
our housekeeper. Lisa
makes a list of all the
dirty spots the housekeeper has
to clean the next time she comes.
It's become so intolerable that
we have shouting matches in
front of our grandchildren.
Should I just make our separa-
tion legal? Is therapy in order
here? — Fed Up in the Southeast
Dear Fed Up: We would never
eschew therapy, although it
would be best if it included Lisa.
Chances are, your wife is assert-
ing her authority with such bellig-
erence because she feels guilty

Annie’s Mailbox

andis trying to make up for her
absence. Also, she fears losing
her position in the family and
wants to make sure you remem-

Instead of shouting, try calmly
explaining to Lisa why her take-
charge attitude is causing a
problem. You also might ask her
to re-evaluate the impor-
tance of her job versus

your marriage. Sounds
hkr’ one of them is going
to lose out.

Dear Annie: rm
writing in response to
“Not Only a Boys’ Team
Anymore,” whose daugh-
ter, “Lanie,” is the only
girl on her baseball
team.

When I was 8 years
old, T also played on a
boys’ baseball team, and at first,
everyone was weird about me
being the only girl. But after I
showed them that their remarks
didn’t bother me and only made
me want to be better, they were
on my side.

Thanks to all that, I started
playing girls’ fast-pitch softball
in middle school, then varsity
fast pitch in high school. I just
finished my first year of colle-
giate softball. To Lanie, I say,
don’t let their remarks burn you

up. Be strong, and show the boys
that baseball isn’t just a boys’
sport anymore. Best of luck.
— Arizona Softball

Dear Arizona: Good for you.
Your words of encouragement
will inspire Lanie and all girls in
her position. Here's one more:

Dear Annie: 1 was a Little
League coach and I, too, had a
girl on my team and a boy who
‘was a bully, with a father to
match. Every time the bully
would say hurtful things, I would
‘make him apologize and then run
laps. His father didn’t like this
and had words with me. I in-
formed Dad that there is no “I”
in “team,” and if he did not like
my discipline, he could take his
son home and not come back.

T also told the father that if he
continued to give his two cents to
my players, I would remove his
son from the team and have him
banned from the league. We had
no more problems from the
father after that, and his son was
in tip-top shape from all the laps
he ran.

— Coach in Corona, Calif.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
annjesmallbox@comsastanet,or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Cenmry Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 9004

Sreators syndicate

6RAF I r

Dennis the Menace

Josy GOT HIT BY FRIENDLN FIRE. T WAS
AIMING AT MARGARET.

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“Puuuut the casaaaat ouuULULULL
the caaaaal ouuuuUULL.

by the above cartoon.

VWV |

o AL 0
N A A AN A A
(Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: AGLOW GLADE AMAZON DONKEY
Answer,  What he ended up with when he ate all the
doughnuts — A “GLAZED" LOOK

Yesterday's

Family Circus

W familycircus.com

ge

IUC To e GURPRIGE
CRELTER 16 NoW A REREL

Non Sequitur

Puunuut
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Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152

Kadena - 1995 Nissan Prairic
Joy. Cold AIC, Power locks and

uindous, and e greall ICi
due AUG 2006, Call 6:

OBO. Call 633-4267.

- 1995 Toyola Cynos:
S\\ver 2duurs‘cRuns and looke

Email
lammssc\ﬁhmman comor cal
Leo'atar-1443

Kadons - 92 Pajore. ) Nay

4 Goor, 4WD: goidg peer ”
Passenvev. father, AC, poier
e Sorsareo sngme S
pogil, non-smoker. $5000
E551500 o weseons@oass
mediatt.net

Kedena - 92 FX7 U0l Dec
‘never raced or moded,

CDIMPS player, moon-roof, cold
AC. 55700 ' 6335153 or
090-6865-7488.

Nissan_Skyline:
Grey, Great condition, Ties less.
then ‘6months old, aiter factory

Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152

Kadena, Okinawa - 1994 Acura
legend, Biack beauty, like new
ondiion, loaded, AC, CD, cold
i, now tres, PCSing in Ap

9, o1 biyer now, $5200.

770 | Gustedspoke! @yahoo.com

Kadena, Okinawa - 96 Toyota
Cynos  Siver, Cold A/C, new

0.
ugwam 906 o cetaie. Ak for

Kadena - Saler 1995
Toyet Corong. £0, Suned by
non-smoker, 4 new tires, extra
Cold AC, Great rlable Gar for

Kadena - PGS Salel 1996

and tires, 10disc changer & mini

. ront & rear window wipers.
keyless eniry, etc. $3500 OBO
PLS call 6336519 or Email

Autos for Sale
- Okinawa 152

Okinawa_-1995 Toyola Ravi:
D Spory looking o

everything.

A Gastonarcn”“Hayar

AIC, Rear window wiper, Good

gas mieage and runs grsat, JCI

25

mail goo.

Motorcyles
- Okinawa 170

Futenma - 2000 HONDA CB400

Jacko loves, and
HelmetExcellen! Single i
3 vory wellbalanced Double.

Fm For a e or & testfde
contact  Ed
890.9787-4418" or = e-mail

Baby ltems 200

ot Ounawa - Jogging Sl
et i W v
W ouisde.
$55 ok et o 4735
ot O - Moda Dow:
b Easo.Broaat Pump. Excol
lont Conditon! Evervl‘mng e
only 3 monthe o,
o e Ak 108 oy
cai "as

i

Okinawa - On Okinawa close to

Camp Fosir Legler, and B
lor oionda,  Civic," 1052
ook s belts af
83000km. JCI unt Maeh 2006
$1300 or best offer. Call
646-2556.

Qumaladera — 1993 Nssan
Primera: 4 doors: Excallent car.

Kageng, Otnawa. 1996 GOX

33057807147 Saraus naer
ties only!

s Great and sconomical, JCi
05, PW/PLIPS/AulofCold
& soreo s spoler now
165, much more. Reguiar main-
Ienance Gone, Call Jose @ vork

=20
Hd

51-1802  or
3505780 5874, asking 5800

Kadena, Ouneva Hary Da-
vidsor used,
Spocaida 3

an g
nstscspoler @yahoo com for
Getails or call 633-2446 ask for
jack.

ot Staton, Ounaa -
e

o win iack
s &' e o

z

oin
o Saus A vanqe py
super single cluich, locked dif
pds much more Tyt JC1. $2600
call ' 644-4569 ' or  email

e ie bﬂys or wls i
gasoline powered dirt bike. $500

| S Rl el 635-301.

Kadena, Okinawa - Racing
Koy owmtarniack S508
Fits 57" 160 Ibs. Cal Bo @

791(6vening)

Foster, Okinawa - Pac
Play win fl basent T oo
Contion, hardy wedl $30.Cal

19610 " o omail
andrews @oasis med!

Kadena - Jogging il bas
ougt

850! 0s 20585
Kadena, Okinawa - Baby. Ci
made - out witn 2
mairess mc\msd !ar el
633-904

Book Stores 250

Kaders. Ofiawa - UMUC

Biology 101 'Bas,

amg( SRR aton
Please call 6345442 or

Kadera, Okinawa - UMUC
S Tor Peyen 100- o 360

Soh o S0 e eyt S o1

sma wil sel for 580, $90 for

8

Computers 360

0
Finance
2

—
| N 800HighTech.com
CUSTOM COMPUTERS

n" a new  odions. Cal

34031 or  email
Sivarystagaze1SGyahoacom
noed to sell n 1 woek. So make
an

Lester, Okinawa - UMUC Hu-
man Resource _Management

609 BOCK 't ‘sle’ (ot
edion). Brand

Pad s100 S m
8o 3y o 1297w
351
Smihsm@okitomednavmi |

Kadena, Oknawa - Crb_and

v in mail
mvemssenmmau com for i
101 or cal 633 621

Kader ol
g 40,
gingle siroler black Vi whks
530 3.5647 or_omail

Sackes3ayancocom Jor e
tores

St
( (y') email @

ic
Autos Wanted 156

Kinser-FREE or dif cheap vehi-
cle for running around. Doesn't
pater the make o modl. e

Kaden - 95 Honda Odyesey

Kaden: Exi
Groen, 4-door, auto sedan wih
tited " windows, huge _tru
space, brand new battery
ol 10°i
ini TV. Smooth ride &
08O F

8antos @oasis medlattn

633-0500 or 090-8784-6234.

Kadena - CUTE CARIl 1993
Subaru_ Domingo * (small

Siso s in very small parking
Spaces psﬂscl for_driving in
lown! _$2100 " 0BO " call
633.4267.

Kadena - FREEII 1990 Honda
o carin good condisen but

JCiis due Jan cal

ool S5 1376 or ci4 2477

Kadena SELL 1902

bulerusmomi
Kadena . MUST SELLI 1953
Toyota iux Sur Ve 4xd, les
e, engme
o, plus

Kadena - Seling 1894 Toyota
B Wnie oxterirboige re
or, Automaic trans, pow

worfesover JCII Asking
5200000 call 6333601 of
email adam

Cl s com) n would
pve!er e Mso an nm huve e

Kinser, Okinawa - Pocket Bike,

ments and. uhhgnlmns suring the

Please call 637.2537 and
2k for Danny' o Sty or
email at

Kadena - Tube frame sand a

4 seater. Toyota powered wilh
all the goodies. Tralor ncludod
Go can only
e, ot un you can taus
with the family. $6,000 OBO

cal
;u seo K\usw@u okinawa.ne jp
for pi

Mazda Eunos
LMmﬂ “Biie, J0) o Asgust
iew tires, JVC CD piayer,
o 2nd ol
convertile top. S350
qualabe ron. Call i 2973
for of Fay,

Stinet

Super Advan rims. Set of 2 rims
with no. tres, $100. E-mall

Korea- Loaking forcarn Taogu
Smallsize _mandator
Sutomatc - prefered.  Emal
Rarnyspore2 @ yahoo com o all
010:7265-9644 aftor 1200, Ask

Buter, Ofinave - WANTED: o

good _condiion._E-mail - dan-
"

Kadena, ke, Pt Frico

Saty awaxen swmqs yorad

side o frontback, comes with a
o oxcalim coniion.
$9.0 call 635 3655 i meres:

Okinawa_-_Vibratig

ovoryt s, lamp.
wiles, nightight, flesce blanke,
homerade curain S75 All need
1o gol! Call 632-3013.

Cellular Phones 280

Kadena, Okinawa - Phone for
Sale: Prepaid_camera_phorne,
white. Paid $150.00 for it 4
month ago, wil sel for $100.00
English  Display. ~ Contact
633 - v
Jwysong@yahoo.com

Computers 360

Foster, Okipawa - Locking for
an ATl Alin-wonder Video
Gard. Oider model Okay. PCI o
G por a

i

>
H
88

EH

646-6975  or
nealson@gmall.com

Kadona, Ofnava - APO Eao

hotmail.com

Kadena, Okinava - Computer
[

seiior$0.65 and vl rop «ake

thepsteziamiar s@vahoo com
for pictures or call 633117

Clothin 320

Foster, Okinawa - LARGE Boy

less han one ' year od. Runs i matemiy " clothes: - shire,
Greatl 5300 i | Shors. pants, and caprice, aso
627,889 el for Aaron o omal | Kagens, Oinav - Stgp o | o rognaney beces Szes
mecatyad@iseg.usma.mi ace caro §75.06, out | L, Frst SA0 takes it il
s\decl\m’b\ng b 529 mai ctdorn@onsemodatl
Siroler S45:00; Cal for ques: | netorcal Tracy
Auto Parts 180 | tons at 6332160 or emai
- | | marcum2 won.com ask for M. | Foster, Oldnawa - Mens short
s For St 2 175 A | M e SR o

s consist of mr
Gitent Styies. Email for
iures bowi! G omectnel cau
Jennifer @ 646-3877.

Kadena, Okinawa_- Decor Ex-
treme Feg. With Omi Pro iniine
dive computer  Exira battery.
$450 Occan 800/ $50. st

Furniture 510

Kadena, Okinawa - PCS. Sale!

Kadena‘
Queen s

wih 1
dresser
633.7389 leave message, if no
answer ask for

Kadona, " Oxnava . " P
iy Bahamas Styie Con-
Sole Tab\e Brand New. Never
Usea. ado fom roylod ar
Frgtios o stora
Space! Asking S400. I eres.
ted, can emall pictures. Please
Gontact _okfartow yahoo.com
or call 633:3200
Kadena, Okinawa - Wood Enter-
igment Certer s b sereen
mint coniton.
305 ot Cal o B36-4008 o
scb@adventurethomason.com

Cratsoa@adventureinomason

Bl at time of pircnasa o Feg
andior Contact Bo i
bo_ewertz@hotmal.com or call
83556751 (evening)

(day) 090-6855-4543 (cel)

%

e - g Wood Entertan
ment Conler. 2000 obo, Cal
wmmzumanua oo phone

Kadena, Okinawa - Lexmark
Color Jet printer ink: Compatibie
55, 265, Z66n printers
Bought the’ wrong kind_for my
printer and now have FOUR |
can' use. Seling for $5 each to
el rid of them! Call 633-4643 or
email @ asis.mediatt.net

Foster-Okinawa. Selling a bag
of like new boys clothes and

for Harry or Ciistina

216 inch and 2 15 inch

Hles w\lm . oo s o
Email

ni1984@hotnailcom

Atsugi - 2002 Honda Reflex 250
sconler candy rec 1800 Ml
fent.

i
264

Iecsorg of WolKia@mcobu.
ter.usme.mil

e —————| ¢
Kinser - 1990 Toyota Town Ace

8713841050 9780 9068

Kinser-1990 Toyota 4ud Master
JCI Jan 2007. Clean-

Rsl\zbh CoTiisd sincous:

PWR everyiing- $2,500

pease caH o odt SPa 057

636,

message f there lsnt an an

Yokota - 2003 YAMAHA V-Star
1100cc_Siverado, US ' Specs,
orand new siver’ pain, brand

ustan? seal, loather bags,
ol windshielt

Knser091 Toyaota Master

fAce Sur. Jc1 Aor 2006, Clear

Raliable, verything -

S7430°080. Pleate wal oo

090-9784-8337 636-3966.

Kinse - 1991 Toyola Sur, Gas,
‘doors, AMIFICD  player.

elieve Only
sasnum Al 637-1064 or 099

0 - 4 doors,

637.2078 or E-mail - wolcik-

Foster, Okinawa - Four 18
inches chrome mech. wheels. 5

Jgs some ‘minor’ curb damage,
ut il n reat condiion about
monins old. Came olf of
Vark I Firsi $75000 lakes

575 (Evening)

Kadena, Okinawa - 2 stock
e woe. Need” m e
ieaned but ook in
Sondion. “hakeorer 8%
633.2515 or 090-6863-6793.

Kadena, Okinawa - Car Stereo

e)- | them. Call 6458022 (Day) or
| oo

§35 eall eSs-tosd

diion, passe
fome: 213005, 25k 37000
call oo Stec el 2252805 or

Zama, Japan - Harley Sportster:
Bl 1200 XL 4200, mies

conrals,_and engc
guuvd (osiod) " s5000." Cal

Kadena, Okinawa - | have a grit
turbo for salo loking for $250
/8900 and ask for Nic

Oknawa - 91 Sut, ongnepars

ihing except block), exter
Gr"ana o pans svatabe
callfor prices 6374420

Caroll - 1985 Harley FLHTP low
miles HRS 42 Carb, Vance and
Hines Pro Pipe, Androws EV 27
cam, new ires $10.000 Contact
NIt White at 017-534-8589 or
Whiter@korea,army.mil

4 e whee\snm J 1 g00d

untl Vs B0
0638 o 5330816

Kadena - MUST SELLI 1995

Rod Toyota Curren - I great
shape. Power locks, windows,

Kinser - 1994 Toyota RAVA,
Tinted windows, excellant condi-

expires in Dec 05, ready rm
mimediae sals only § 3650,

G S8 3080 6705 2038 Jus

Kinsor - 1996 Cynos, Low milos,

dy
gl Cal 6571364 or 650 37
ore information

Kinser - 1996 Toyota, Celica
BlalBlack "Excolon condion:
A layer, JCI o
007, T st
porty. reacy for sale, 6371364
00b 9789 0006,

Okinawa - 1991 Toyola Surl
4WD:" Grey, Automatic

AMFMCassal, AC, . Cruisé
canvel, Reat vindon per. JCI
due . funs, oreat.

mail.goo.ne.p

Baby ltems 200

Augi. dapan  Baby toms -
Sogy pilow, :5 ifs. wintor
s, 5255

AtsugiZama - COMBI Stroller

Motorcyles Wi shouldor strap i
- Okinawa 170|208 e s e

Foster - 1998 Yamaha XJR 400

hnbhall@oasis mediafiinet o

an | callS-6010afr 500,

1996 HONDA
HORNET/ZSOC!‘JRed/ in Very
oo concond Makes ah excer
font st i/ Incluges matoing
Orignal Honda Jacke! and a
Heimet Available for purchase

‘canopy, underseat storago com-

partment. $40. Marion 264-6578 | o

AlsugiZama - COSCO Sroler.
12 Lice umbro sl more
st opy and under.
Soabiorage. DoRd 3% Padec
for errands and avel, folds in
it Marion 264-6578

v Onava - Gap Gymber:
es 0\6 Navy baby ym

mes. Shogs oo Pices range
flom 5054 per fem. Jen

mymmuoay'@mmn com

in Okinawa ony. Price- $1600
B.O. For & pictre or a test
Rie peace " contans° Ea
090-9787-4418 or  e-mail
ventura@rapid-inkne jp

Okinawa -
ging Siroller with infant car seat
and base in good shape.
Pleasocal 6462535 or smal
o T
cindyusme@msn.com

2000 Heritage Softall
Classic, Bronze Pearl L to R A
Lt very low mieage. Bike

in xc shape. $15,000 negolia-
blo. Portdawg1976@yanoo com

0r 096:626-4933 biwn 1800 an
2000,

Foster Otinawa . Graco Sving
and Meals - Hig

Suing combo wih_reversiie
et Cover 575 obocal Jenn at

ows at_bargant
Shughide infant &a seatanner

$7000 tor - wi sl for $40.60
Ploase cal 632 3430 or col
9097896384,

Bicycles 20

Kadena - 26" Mensiboys Moun-
tain Bike, New, bought n States
never used $100.00 OBO. Joa
539230

KINSER " Vale bieyele, row

ags. The color is dark biue
i eny selings. Sty
used helmet FREE with bike

$100 call #657.4391 or omal at
(Ca@ casis.medat

Kinser. Okinawa - 2003 Trek

wesome Emal for pictures:
gceagles@knnnau net o

Shoes. My

ftoms. Clothes ' sizes are 18
siz0 5 Shoo sizes

Ja0. I teresed pease coniact

Kim at

adles@aol.com

3

Kadona, Okinawa - 2 Full bags.
of women's clothes all_name

anamaniora@homal.som

Kadena, Okinawa - Junior cloth-
g Botoms 'sze 01 tops
smallmedum,  Many
brands, Call 633-1023 or smai
fre03@ ediati.net

na, Okinava - Ralph
o etos S - B S

Emallbano af danesdosins
inc&yahoo ca
633673

5 | Kadena, Okinawa - Two pair of

o nay eans rand now v

ach omail
5amanlhaﬂnckem @yanoa com
or call 633

dena, Okinawa - Toshiba

50" or Wutnoss@onss
mediati.net

| Fumniture 510

Atsugi, Japan - Desk and

aresser seb lols of sorage

space 080, Cal
oo

Asugl, dspan, - e
foddier bed, yellow  car
Gader bos, 50. e o
550 patio table and six chars
840.Call 227-7948.

Kiner - FOR SALEI 5 piece
ROSEWOOD living room et
(coflee & end iable, wo huge
chairs and sofa). Bought out In
fovn for 5206, willg 10.sel for
2500, E.mall me for pictures at
albit24@yahoo.com or call me
U 6373499, Must see 1o
aDDlEcm;

Zama - Sectional couch for sale

2515, Brown abric win remova

e back plows hal have a et
e on them. In very go0d

Sonditon, no sains of nolcs o

s n e $300 Contact Kate

Household ltems 560

Foster, Okinawa - 16 x 12
Berber Campel - Muli Gray

5%
sellfor §75. Cal 646-6252
oster, Okinawa - 4 pieces Dora
bedding sat (ffs twin _bed),
Pillow case, sheel st
comiorter. About 7 months old
in ‘great condton, not faded
$10/00°Gai 646:2010 or emai

Courtney-Okinawa - Queen size
bed, includes head board, foot

box_springs and ma-
esses, "Asking $175.00. Call
622:6330.

Foster - Oak sleigh style day
bed with twmbler and two twin
mattress only 1yr. 0id from the
fumiyre ior. Sling e pk?
S50, Call 95853

ER

Kinser. Okinawa - Trek Liquid
30 ointan Bike -l suspen
sion, AP
$5550 Sing for s1450 OBOII
st see 15

Qoeag\esﬁkonneol Rt

Sagamihara, Japan - Batle
Dress Uniform

coals and X-large size trousers
for summer and winter $10 a set
or $5 por piece. Gall 267-6290
or “email " emmett wayne@us.
army.mil

Boats 240

Okinawa - 15 112 feet
Sy Sodas uboer boat 26

motor. 5 pieces metal deck, fil
hose wih dive tank adapler, and

Book Stores 250

Atsugi, Japan - College
ot “ns Golege “onie
English 1301, good condion,
590: and Math 1314, $60. Call
227.6934

Courtney, Okinawa - CTC Psy-
chology,” Carole Wade, Carol

crc Msmages and Fam\Hes

Collectibles 350

Courtney, Okinawa - Water
globes /~ Snow _globes
Callaciors! | have several giobes
wilh musicboxes. A~ ver

loctions. Gall 6225341 or email
cassyrene Bhoimal com for de-

Foster - Have a collecion of
Ofinawan, siamps "and_ paper
wnen he fgusion of
ity Contol o Oknawans
ook place.  Cal 6433107
interested in the collacion.

Guam - Wanted to Buy Authen-
i Autographed Colbriy Pho-
tos preferably presidens, fa-
mousaclorslaciresses, sporls
players, and musicins. Piease
emal lisiphotos win

ices "of what
Hdnann, oighn eation. hvemd
e, o markings, $7090 fim, ESaiend

Gua Warted 1o bu
marnesfisz1 @yahoocom gradachumgraden spos canty
Foster, Oldnawa - My First Leap pmmuy footbai,basketball
Pad books & cariidges, nevi n | and baseball Looking fo class
ackage,“Tads, Sl Nurber wm e _pavers and amos
Farm Lsap o play emal youmy
Uporl @ Aiymo iy !ur auam F ot oo, Emali mo

10

your st ol players o
Isalas@ie net

pictures.

Foste, Onaa - Elmo and Big
Bird Thinkle, Twinkle Litle
\ampﬂ5caﬂ64$201uovsmaﬂ
increws @ oasis. mediatl. net
Foster, Okinawa - Sureft foral
genim" sipcovers.
ok il e o he o’
v

for |weegasaesoibom ot " ea
&i6-4955.

Fostor, Okinawa - Hont

Chang
ing pad. $200.00 Call 646-2010
or email andiawsoasis meck

Kadena: GORNER
TAIMENT CENTER Wil he

Er)
g2

n in' cbior. in really good
condtion, “Asking. S110. “cal
632037

Kadena, Ofinawa - Beauifu

Scb@adveniurethomason.com

Kadena, Okinawa - Black & Tan
nighisiands $20 and aleo SEF.

ieen Size pilow 1op bed
G225, Call 8354133 or emal
shollmil@yahoo com for picture

Kadeng, Okinava, - Enforiai-
ment Cenfor - Black & Tan,
Scandinavan dss\gn s

n
Sraiitaizhoo e o & plo-
ture or call 633-8135.

Kadena, Okinawa - Patio table
wilh 4 chairs groen and umbrela
wih seat cushions. 8-1 Jungle
gyms, a ltle_faded Roller
sl coaster sl wore a it
faded.

55309 leave mossage i 10

o panel

Okinava - 3 pie
femp et fo Sae. Bege, tamp-
e’ base n e gold
Al 3 pieces. for
muves avauams Enal Oane
ign

mc@yahannum o il
&3

Kadona, Okinawa am
peety cuains ot sale pvac L
cly

fng 52
ol Cortagt Tocy at 533\3571
or altracy @tioster cor

Home Electronics 570

At Japan - Teevtion, 20°
color,  Memorex with
Speakers and reme, $65. Cal

| 2646486 or 080-3087-2501

Courney/Schwab_- Gameboy
Advance SP with 5 games

s, " Kirby-
Nigrimare in Drcamiand. Vil
sall i

Separately.Call 622.8474.
Foster, Okinawa - BW Video
Monitor and Two cameras with

night Vision for Sale. We.used
them to monitor our infant and
toddier. $150 Call 646:2010 or

T hodkRi&.

646-6860  or emal
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Home Electronics 570

Kadena - 20" T. Brought over
fiom states, just ot use it
00 "0BO. o

Kadena - Bose speakers for
‘A1 oxcallent coniion
Four 201's - §125ipar. Center

channel - $125. Acousiimass 3
Series IV Please  call
633-15¢

Kadena - Gamecube games for
sale! Mario Golf, Amal Cross-
ing. Dead 1o Rights, Stariox
Adtentures, Mat, Spider Man
and more. Cal for complets st
833.1567 (Kaden). $100 for

ning games or $15 each

Kadena, Okinawa - 48 inches

ravise @gmail.com

Kadena, Okinawa - Home thea-
2inch

email valopeanut@hotmal.com

Kadena, Okinawa - SKY Perfect
TV satelite_system for sale.
Includes receiver, dish,

bracket,

heavy
and
mal

090-6862-4023.

Kinser, Okinawa - Sony hom

oliceable. Paid_over
Seling for 830, Emal for pe-
tures goozgls@konnect et or
call 637275

Loitor $1580 0B, 227-3404

Jewelry 610

Kadena, Okraa - DIANOND
2
Carat pear damond ing 5 12
cart wiap n 14K Gold aroacy
Caloreq” togut pai
§1750, asking 3800 has Ifelime

Jobs Offered 630

Are you interested in supporting

m:htan histor y ol just

ling about it?
|

o L —ap

Stars and Stripes; ‘a'first amendment newspaper, is.the
pinnacle of a military’s career. A tour with us can help you
move up in your military career and prepare you for your
career after the military. Contact your defailer for information
on how you can be a part of the military’s best news
provider or email Lt Col Todd at toddd@pstripes.osd.mil.
Stars and Stripes is a DOD field activity of the Office of
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.

Openings include

Journalist:

SMC Tokyo  (Immediate Vacancy)
1USMC  Germany (Immediate Vacancy)
TUSN  Tokyo  [Immediate Vacancy)
TUSN  Tokyo  Photo Journalist (SEP 05)
1USAF  JP/GE  (Future billet available soon)
TUSA  JP/GE  [Future billet available soon)

Reservists:
All branches S&S bureaus (Immediate Vacancy)
Civilian Opportunities
http://www.stripes.com/jobs.html

ur Hometown Newspaper

STARSASTRIPES,

wwwstripes.com

warny” | e pcires b
o sholimil@yahoo com Jobs Offered 630 | Pets 820
Baeosd A o £330 Kadena, Oknawa - 2 OKI
g esieperd] FACILITIES MAINT. HELP WANTED | B SR
g ‘SOKI Never wor - - -
Have pctres but beter seen in || Looking for full time experienced || 2gepiop: sterizeo, chiooeg &
person. Call 633-8133 or email ilins . ts. I give a good
Ehelimil@yahoo.com facilities maintenance personnel. home fo. e"p;;;r both pleas
Must have experience in electrical, || aesnay@nomai.com or cai

Merchandise
Wanted

plumbing, carpentry and grounds

Kadena, Okinawa - Al American
A current drivers license

pitbull puppies bor Dec 27 il

Fostor - Necd g renbuyborr
ovie onfidential” for
Sohos. I am dsspera, wh pey
any pice to borrow!’ Contact
Knsta 6464245

Musical Instruments 740

Butler - MOA, Sunburst Orange
faded into rod, & siings Acous.

tic Guitar Without Gaso_wil
rand new Stings.  Perect
conditon, “and great 'sound
1 v

nsdb@ mesbutiervame.mi

- for
required. Please send your resume to Valonipos
Fax 098-897-1086 or for more Info_at

email: pmi ycos.com emai iatorrll@yahoo com

Kadena, Okinawa - Looking for

iy informaton on where 1 get

S mine boale pugey. Cal
S5 EE8 G ol et Gons

Jobs Offered 630

mediat.n
Yorota -

ot by, pal-Pynon

BOEd  accouniant
UMUC v Hnnn) relevant exper

FeopeSatta plus $200.00/0.5.0. 227-4600.

Kadena, Okinawa - Fish tark for
salel 25.gallon tark with all the
hoat.

Marc ai
6333276 if nterested

Sporting Goods 980

Kadena, Okinawa - Miscellane-
ous, waler gear, masks, snor-
kels, booties, dothing, Ife jack
e, Nake e ofr. 653.6258.
chadandann@yahoo.cor

Knser, Oinawa - 20galen feh

jonn8164@yahoo.com

Photography 830

Foster Okinawa - Oympus
CE165 uina So0m camers 10X
G 2o e g s
Enancarce case, paies &
oyersBoass medatinei o
Sieis e

White Beach, Okinawa - Brand
New Sony DSC-F823 Digital
Camera: ixls,

Swoop1 156 @ gmail.com

Sewing/Alterations 934

Kadena, Okinawa - | have
Brothor sowing machine ihat s
aboul 2 year and hail od that |

Kadena, kinawa - Woider 8510
m, Pro_ Filness reflex
g et v Oy woed
8 oupl ofimes- $150.06 Each
{abol" Ao Vit bonon” Wi
Weighs-$60.00 (obo) Fave ba.
the way and noed o make
ontact
dml5150@yahuo com.” or
705.. Dan or Selena.

Yokota - Exercise Equipment
“Elipse’ NordicTrack. machine,
9o0d condion, $100 OBO. Call
270717

Yokota - Golf - Ping Driver Si3
Model, 380cc Forged Titanium,
& High Launch with stif Fujka.
wa Shaft New-used two rounds
$120. 2274666

Zama, Japan - Ladies gof cubs:

AMF " complete sel, new”and
same as Zama Gof st

5.
imboz1234@hotmall
o for detals.

New Domolite DC 70 Ski

i Sowig book o needs | W o sm i s 8305

ang imoads e cal 6358 orloyd schutzGus.
o e A G v | amym

Zama - s0

Hipertomance. ski o

Toys 945 | beginner o ntermediato- skier

of

Foster, Okinawa - Litle Tykes
outdoors center. Two
Sides, LOTS of fun

Bt S sl oot sh

pe.
Sels at BX for 245 il sell for
$75. Call Michell at 646-4725.

Kadena, Okinawa - Litte Tikes

Our baby i oo yo
ead the. siora

35000 Cal 63 3280 or sma\\

udena, Ok Ser

ing. We would love 1o
your o/d sandbox. Call Heather
632-3182

Selior 3105, 263-7352 or loya.
Schultz@us. army.mi

Buy

Stripes this
Sunday
and every
Sunday to
get your

scene!

Air Travel 1006

Kadena, Okinawa - Aiine ticket
tavelveehers Can be used on
United Aiines, Uniled Expret

or Ted_lor avel winn the
United States.

Durchasea o Ialesv man Ocmbev

“ornina Ghomar.
o

Kadena, Okinawa- _Tricycle,
some rust, Works well. $15.00
call Miranda 633-7172

Sporting Goods 980

Japan - Golf Clubs
s nanam ‘Aging S50 GBO,
call Blockstock ~at

Seisossor 2ok5530

ourtney. Okinawa - Pro-For
Crosswa\k ((GTS) Cctic Troa

ndines.
asking

Foster, Okinawa - PSE Carrera
i excallont

bowini Gkomnectnet o pi-

nins
280,00 Gal 633 8050 [

oster, Okinawa - Sale! Nitrox

51345,
85 30125085

Kadena - 5mm woman's small
full wet suf, black with pink
accent. doss nof have zipper
pull

550 633-7281,
Kadena, Okinawa - smm Scuba
5100,

Pro wétsuit Med/Reg.
ody " Glove - S/2m

body m shory
MedReg $40. Contact Bo

bo_ewertz@hotmal.com or call
633-6791(evening) 6347594

(day) or 080-6865.4543 (col)

Sl 080.565-50632 anyime of | | pikup o 45 ocated on Yokots AB. "
For mors nfo, contact Ms. Rogers at Pet Accessories 822
or cal D3N:225-2000
Outdoor Living 775 aion o tank i wood
Person to Person 800 | Pets 820 | stand and accessories includes
s O -t 2 | L L AR o Suckerieh, wo god foh and
Foste P one fancy-tail  fish.  Call
Table, has | am a 27 year old slngle female 227
i gt condon Wi o el Freo to good I
4620 a2 pen pals. email me under Iyear oid female okimix. She is | Foster, Qkinawa - Large bl
aniews @ oass metiat o dahalca 1975 @yahon.com - | 0ves to cuddle. very cufe, 9o0d | kenne - fis large dogs abs) or
D — J: ith other dogs and kids. She is | three small dogs comfortably. It
Foster, Okinawa T, microchipped and curent | has- removatle. ray. jor casy
looking for ik to be ussd lm Pets §20 | on shols. Just don' have e | cloaning and fods Tat fof ravel.
\andsca ing. Tt Iey m !m'khev Fo‘w that Irsesﬁavsgggm Retails at pet box for 100+, ﬂ"ly
jost s e working. Please ca in
sdgsznnwemed ontact Licia Courtny - | year old blacc i g B e o o
4 o r| female Labrador, Registerex KADENA- FTGH two female | com for pictures
fuciamorgan@yahoo.com Shots are Up 1 date. Great dog,
e L e & | 4, et e A7 ol

Kadena, Okinawa - FENCE

itwysong@yahoocom

Kadena, Okinawa - 29gal com-

Kadena, Okinawa - Brand new

y
and my wi s about fo dover are spayed and up to date on | piot™ froshwater set up wih | With box Spiderman. Sneaker
o By iyt | g shte, wo wil Y you o | B "Ehe" Bl it | Satos Youh <2 1 825 Cal
o 5500 e oo, and rhany accessores o omall
Can'225375 anyirmo. S egpannys257 @notmaitcom | B nyil* S S1551080 | manevalb@yahoo com for -
Comlney Okinawa - Free Chi- Call 633-8362
A i TS | oo o s oo Katos, Ot S0akn | Kterg, GxvawsFREE ro

aquarium with everything needs
o got 1t 'up and running for
roplcal fish. We o' ot

nomel” Aiteler ol
pies bom December
o sal. Asking S4b0- G50, §

8,95

Form Gardio Cross Trainer 800

Miscellaneous 1040

Atsugi,_Japan -
biko, $10; gis'

s10;
table,

Vi
computar i prnor and sand
$50.Call 227-9469.

Asug, Japan - V-Tech V-Smie
Call 2273839
Asug - JP phane lnfor sl

hadl 8 monihs 5350, JP Queen
matvess e now Sso. e

fan sty Microwave cart
%% SFeocr T “caple
incluges box, satait, card and
50' cable cord $50. call JAR-
RECC™® 2 J04-630s

08050622540 or _ email

navy20ne2@hotmal com

Foster - Japanes:
S e 155 S8t or $450. G
Raiph a1 6as:2524 1800-2100
Moy though  Frday . o
1200-2100 weskends or E-mall
ralphbeaudin @nelscape.net.

wakuni - Sony Triniron 21 inch
for $150 or Best_offer. O
three months old. Full Size Bed
$400.00 Matiess set for sale
150 or Best offer. 2533670 or
tomamh @ wakuniusme.mi. Ask
for

Kadena, Okinaw- Jot o raller

shape’ “Asking $450.00. ~Call
E3351a1 or 030.6860-4356.

Kadena, Okinawa
Viton purse - AL
il on bag and s
ihe purse, vary culo and syl

Real Louis
hentic tags
storage bag for

iave | Something is wrong” with the | e PUrse. very cute &
PCS Sale 780 | Warm up to your home, but '8 ro0m so il must go. Asking | back wheel but we heard it is | 2%, A
females and 2 males. Tais Call Heathor af 633-8272. | wil
Oufice oty | snipes 310 Gl e v | 100 cal 65310 s | eyt st come ek | o' e e i you el
ained. E-mail fo pictures John. | moved. For- more. information up. Siil has manual. E-mail us | e oot uileral '
Kinser. Okinawa - PCS o ctures lohn; i e 2l ¢ | me @ heather.huller@kadenaa
Have fons of hings to get id of. | i Ga2i3571 Oty sonoch | Kagorm, O AT | ah e e o™ " | mi
ets,  dishas, - figurines inquires please. HOUSE Bougrt al Karing Ken-
clothes, shoos, cleaning sup: | Foster - FTGH Two 8 mo. old nels brand new for $50. Cat | Kadena, Okinawa - LH kota - Over 100 videos, all
pies, vacuum,  mscalancous | fomer puppie, separae o | Kadena, Okinawa - 2 years od | wentn  x and would use . | sobra 380 S5 crver emuuay onginals, o _copies, __only
tloms. Fiea Marksters haven, | fogetpr. Bont, nave anough | whc and orange male cat roe Surgundy, | bue shaft wim vi7 g, reat | $200.00for all. Boarcat scamner
jame a_price and com get It | im for them. Very swel and Al shots, fxed, i}:en creaty Colos. Yasie | Shape 5175 OB Havd Bettre f | Mih basa Toguencis mu
all  Call 637-4586" or | play Loves evoryons. Cal dren cauaausasmemau & Emal Tor pire o1 cal | hesoed, Gall 33+ 3280 o amai | show mo D card 1 by 54000,
Jenng164@yanoo com 6455363 after 4 p 6330232 042-5526669.
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The Pacific F t ' coueatorcom €2
€ FacirtiC Frorecas AccuWeather.com by AccuWeather.com ©2005
=y e ——
Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Today Tomorrow Wednesday Today Wednesday
Mainiand Japan High Tide 2318 2916 3017
kosuka 841am. 937pm.  909am. 11:12pm Windy and | Partly sunny Windy, cold,  |A few snow
Sasebo 12:01am. 12:19pm. 12:57 am. 12:59 p.m. id cold snow showers | showers
Korea
Cheju sland/Soguip'o 244 am. 250 pm.  330am. 332pm
Kunsan 734am 745pm  Bisam  828pm
Okinawa, Nara 1110am. 1145pm 115iam  nons | [SHANGHAI a TORYO
(Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 11:58 a.m. none 12:56 am. 12:29 p.m. i Wednesd:
foday Jednesday Today Wednesday
Mainland Japan 37123 aner 39128 41131
Yokostka 231am 258pm.  306am 401pm. | |Mostysunny |Sun folowed Clouds and  |Breezy in the
Sasebo Gl4am 649pm  657am  7.46pm by clouds sun, chily | morning;
Korea wind some sun
Choju sland/Soguip'o 920 am. 959 pm. 1000 am. 1029 pm
Kunsan 204am 221pm  24lam 308pm
Okinawa, Naha 456am 537pm  535am  G42pm
[Guam, Apra Harbor ~ 5:30am. 655pm.  6:43am. 7:53pm 'sodUT“ERN x‘:‘"d
® For tides at other sites apply minutes below to Naha tides: oday lednesday
Ora Wan: 135, Sosako Byoch: 11 high and low e . 37128 4328
Unten Ko: -7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: 44 high, -42 low. China Rainand |Chilly with
o f
Todsy [Wednesday ik Moy
Burma Toiwan 61/50 59/47
Periods of sun | Partly sunny
HONG KONG ) | Party sumny
BANGKOK Today Wednesday
Today Wednesday 61/55 64/55
:2(77‘ . FI!I;7 Thailand Partly sunny | Partly sunny
ot sray -~ |Partly sunny ailan
storm and hot GUAM
PP Today Wednesday
84/75 85/75
> Afow showers |A shower or
MANILA Q) wo
Today Wednesday %
86170 85/68. 0 7
Partly sunny | Partly sunny
4 Wednesday °
8779
Periods of
sun; humid
@ >
. o L e As of 7 a.m. Monday Tokyo time
Extended Forecasts
TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Thursday: Periods of clouds and  Thursday: Periods of clouds and ~ Thursday: Mostly sunny, Thursday: Mostly sunny, Thursday: Periods of clouds and
sunshine, sunshine, high 27, low 14. high 85, low 68. sunshine,
high 44, low 32 high 64, low 56. Friday: Periods of clouds and sun-  Friday: Mostly sunny, high 86, low 77.
Friday: Partly sunny, Friday: Showers, shine, high 86, low 69. Friday: Periods of clouds and sun,
high 43, low 33. high 69, low 62. high 29, low 17. high 86, low 77.

Sunday’s USA Temperatures

Tuesday, February 01

U.S. Extended Forecast

High pressure will dominate much of

iy HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW

the country on Tuesday. Some rain
Albuquerque 44129 Los Angeles  67/48 p >
Jreiass e 3327 Lilo Fodk pin will fall in southern sections of Texas,
Anchorage 26/13  Louisville 41126 Louisiana and Mississippi. A few flur-
Asheville 43/28 Miami 79/58 ries will fly in the mountains of Idaho,
Baltimore 36/22  Milwaukee 33/23 Wyoming and Montana, as well as in
Birmingham 51134 Nashville 43/32 northern Michigan. The rain in the
Bismarck 41126 New York 37122 Deep South will press eastward,
:g‘:;n gggg g:':r::o %ﬁg developing into a coastal system with
Brownsville 81/65  Philadelphia 36/22 rain and wind, and possibly eve';
Buffalo 34/14  Phoenix 60/46 some snow inland, by Friday. Some o
Burlington 29/3  Pittsburgh 38/16 this moisture may make it into the
Charleston, SC  53/35  Portland, OR ~ 54/42 mid-Atlantic and Northeast by Friday.
Charlotte 42130 Portland, ME 359 A couple of Alberta Clippers may skirt
Cleveland 3317  Saltlake City ~ 41/27 the northern Plains and Great Lakes
gﬂu(mhbusv OH gggf g' Lf\w‘s 2%2 with light snow or flurries on Thursday

ulut an Antonio "

and Friday. An active storm track into
El Paso 55/31  San Diego 65/48
Hartiod Son4 son e 70 the Pacific Northwest will keep rain
Helena 47122 Tampa 74/50 AncHORAGE and mountain snow in Washington
Indianapolis 3721 Tulsa 40/30 205, Q and Oregon through the end of the
Jacksonville 64/38  Washington, DG 37/26 5 week.
Kansas City ~ 36/28  Wichita 37129

Shown is noon position of precipitation. Forecats highs/lows are for selected cities
Tuesday’s Pacific Temperatures Tuesday’s World Temperatures
cry HGHLOW Ty HGHLOW Ty HiGHILOW cry HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Bangkok 9277 Iwakuni 34/20 Sasebo NB 35/23 Acapulco 89/71 Budapest 33/18  Kabul 4119 Nairobi 88/57
Beijing 28/10  Kadena AB 61/50  Sapporo 2916 Athens 47/35  Buenos Aires  70/51  Kiev 20/10  New Delhi 71143
Camp Casey 19/5  Kunsan AB 25/14  Seoul 21/5 Auckland 75/63  Cairo 66/40  Kuwait 80/58  Oslo 33/25
Christchurch 72/54 Kwajalein 8779 Shanghai 37/23 Baghdad 74/42  Cancun 83/68 London 50/41  Paris 45/32
Diego Garcia 86/78 Manila 86/70 Singapore 9073 Barbados 86/70 Cape Town 82/66  Madrid 50/37  Rio de Janeiro 79/69
Hagatna 84/75 Misawa AB 27116 ydney 89172 Barcelona 51/41 Geneva 39/27 Mexico City ~ 67/40 Rome 52/36
Hanoi 68/62 Osan 19/5 Taegu 2312 Berlin 35/26  Istanbul 33/25 Montreal 27119 St Petersburg  13/2
Hong Kong 61/55 Perth 79/60 Taipei 59/45 Bermuda 66/51  Jerusalem 59/43  Mogadishu 88/73  Stockholm 31/23
Honolulu 80/66 Pusan 26117 Tokyo 39/28 Brussels 44/32  Johannesburg 83/60 Moscow 2110 Warsaw 26/15
Advertise your car, truck, moforcycle,
o, or bicycle in Stripes free!

Sell it.......Free!

No chorge!

s o dassifedsey

Up to 7 lines of copy for 2.
‘Call Classiied today of 2293276

iduols only - no declers!

Your Hometown Newspaper

STARSY&STRIPES.

1doys  free!

pstrpes.os
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Tuesday

5,4 am. Boxing: Arturo Gattlve,
Gatti's WBC

AFN-Sports
Jesse

Shames

m.-Women's college bas-
rg "t Tenneoses.
wa, Korea, § a.m.-NBA: In-
diana &t Pm\adelpm&
ports, 11 am.-Extreme games:
ter & Games.
AFN-Atlantic, 11 a.m.

providence at btsbirgh.

Sports, 2, pm-College basketball:
e righan v

S
'APN-Sports, 8 p.m.-NBA: San Antonio at Se-
attle @a. "

Wednesday

xtreme games: Winter

AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.
X Games IX ().
(dir-sports, 4am

-Atlantic,9 am- College basketball: -
nolS Bt MHEhiGan 3

tate.
AFN-Sports, 10 Lm.-COI\OQC basketbal
Florida at Migsissippi Stat

ARN:Atlantl 112 - Etrome game:
ter X Games X,

AFN- s:f""“' 5 p.m.-NBA: Cleveland at Or-
lando (di

AFN-Sports,  pan. College basketball: -
ichigan State (dl
midnjght Extreme  games:

BA: Houston at Miami

Winter X games

All times are Japan and Korea Standard

Time; did Indicates delayed broadcast, All

listings are subject fo isi
myafn.net for more information.

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wlld-carli Playoffs
turday, Jan. 8
St. Louis 27, Sea le
N.Y. Jets 20, San D\ego 17‘ 09'
Indianapolis 49, Denvyer 24
Minnesota 31 Green say 17
yoffs

ional Pla
Saturday, Jan, 15
Pisturgh 20 N Jel 17, 0
Atlanta 47, St Lou
Sunday, ]m 16
Rhlagelphia 2% Minnésofa 4
ew England 20, ndlanapolls3
ence ci hips
" Sinday, Jan. 7
Philadelphia 37, Atianta 1
New England 41, Pmsburgh 7
er Bowl
unday, Feb,
Jacksontile o,
5. New England

o
nnis
Australian Open
Saturday
At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: $14.5 ion girlnd Slam)
Surface utdoor

Varat sain 5 Fimcis uef Ueymn Hewitt
@) Australia, 16,623, 6
hlﬁs

Draper A ePOT R osur, Austra:
i 8ot Xop Ullyett, Zimbabie, and Liezel
Huber (4), South Africa, 6-2, 2-6, 7-6 (6).

College basketba
AP Men’s Tup 25 fared

L Mingis (. o et XAmnesota 89-66.
Next: at No, 19 Michigan state, Tuesday.

Fbikes: nmnnotmay Next: vs. Virgin-
ia Tech, sun

3North Carolina (17-2) beat Virginia
110 76 Next: 75, Norh Caraiina State, Ture:

syracnése (7,3 :2) 108t to No. 20 Pittsburgh

7669, N Dame, Saturday.
£ (179 Deat Miami 94-82.

beal’ Arkansas 68-67.

rbilt, Satu
lege (16:0) boat Georgetown
. Next: vs. West Virginia, Tuesday.

5. Oidahoma State (?

4-3)" did not play.

o
S
g

$ dine
% hihoma (63 105t forfoua state
74-66. Next: vs. Texas A&M, Wednesday.

10 No.6 Kalisas 90-65.

aturday,
it Portland 9179,
52 GabE Hrured

B WE Wlsconsm (14:4) bedt Penn State 76:50.

Noxt: v

9, COV\ﬂeCNEu( (12 -4) did ﬂot ﬂ(ﬂy, Next:
at Notre Dame, Sunday

SRk A 3¥ et No. 4 Syracuse

iday:
755 boat Houston 67-68.

Next: at No. lZ LOu\SV\HE Wednesdam

22. Georgia, Tech (12 55 did not play. Nes
at Maryland,

23. lowa (15-! 5) beal Indiana 72 -57. Next: vs.
No. 15 Michigan State, Saturc

, Mississiopt state, (165) lost to LsU

o582 N (i 3, md nol Dy, Next: at
Brigham Young, M

Saturday’s men’s scores

Albright 78, Eizabethtown 73, OT
‘Alderson-Broaddus 55, Charleston W.va. 75
‘Alfeaneny 65, Kenyon &
Alvernia 78, Cabrini ss
Amherst 85 Coliy 5§
Baruch 111 Brooidyn 69
;{ d t. Rose 96, OT

ille
Boson Col\ege &4, Georgetown 49
Bridgeport 54, New Haver

gridgewater, Ma Fourg st. 59

5% 81 it
Bryant 6, Franklin wercess
Colle

son 86, Daniel Webste El
Frarmoham St & Newbu
Frankin& Marshan 677Swarlhmme 41

e Aoty B Misericordia 74
Raton 71 Vassar 4
Harvard 74, Cornell 65

Haverford 49, Gettysburg 75

Hofstra g4, Tow
Holy Famil 4. N.L Tecnst
Ithaca 80, Alfred 50

John Jay

44, CCNY

Johns HopKins 63, Muhienbera 61
Keene St. 91, Mas:

KEvatons 85, Purchase

Kings Point 14, St Josepre L. 54
Kings, Pa. 97, Delaware Valley 79
Lehman 62, Hunter

Long siand Uy 75 Quinnipiac 71

bXansﬂe\d i3 Ritstonn 75

hington 72, St. Mary’s, Md. 57
Narymount Va7 Cathole 120
Mestian &, Letiandn Valley 75, OT
Millersville 78, Ct
orouts N CE Fa\re\g kinson 56
Montclair St. iewark 51
Moravian 75, susque anna 73
Mount St. Mary's, Md. 88, St. Francis, NY 85
N unt S n 63

ret

imanr 60, Eastern

New England Coll, ma B%rd 103,07
hire 7

Rider 67 Sie i
Robort Hioris b1, Cent. Comnecticut st. 75
Rochester Tech 75, , 0T

S-New Hampshire 80, ASsumption 70
Saint Josepit's 7, Xavier

alve Regina 72, Anna Maria 38
Seton Hall &2 Sskstg‘hns&’.n s

hippensbu ippery Roc}
sFrmgﬂemv . Endic o 7Y

ichael's 67

TR Coni, 55 Bowdo!
A L wrence 70

% Vaine 12
Toinia St 103, Bavis & Elkins 85
h Wesleyan 5

t Liber
wcstvwgvmasf Slondance 1§
caton, Mass. 77, Clark U.63

2

in78. Ponn 3. 5
Yeshiva 0, Contenary, ..
York NY. f2 Staten slan

York, b bury St 67

SOUTH
AIa.—Hugtslee 76, North Alabama 67

e
AR R Grambﬁn%sk,sn
Armstrong Atlanic 5, N.C.Pembroke 68

AVorett ¢1 Ko Wiosieyan 56
Barry 81 St Lo
Bathel Yenn. 849 Berea 70

Bethune-Cookman 71, Howard 46
Birmingham-Southern 66, VMI 59

Catawba 59, Presbyterian 56

jan 72, F
Coll. of Charleston 71, Georgia Southern 64
Bayidson 81 The Citade! 59

Southern Miss

Bepaul 70,¢

vﬁ?am gy
ikeville 68

d,
Epr\dgcwamr, va.54

K
LSU 69, Mississippi St 62

Lee 97, Southern Wesieyan 89
Lindsely Wiison 85, Campbelisville 53
Lotisiana Colleqe 81, U, of the Ozarks 72
Louisiana Tech

EOuana TEE e 54, Wid. Tennessee 44
Louisville 105, Tulane 69
In.Xnnsl,TamEa

IVSU 65, Ja
Mississigpl College £50 hustin 64
Monteoslo 7 west iabama St
Morgan st. 55, Norfolk St. 5

‘Deni
North Carolina 110, Vlrgmm 76
Sum y75 N. Kentuch

Liberty s

40, mwl&Henry 123
Romno oh s mgton& ©e 60
$ Cam\ma $t. 71, Longwood

A Alabara 61 Novh Toxas 60

F 60,

UNC Greensboro G2, Chattanogga 57
70, Cumberl

ommonwca\m

R 73,
V\r%\ma Urion Yo irsabath City st 52
ina 71, Elon 67

, Elon
rest 94, Miami 82

T Warnar Southern

Weot Georaia 38, Lincoin Memorial 75

Winthrop ai nghm’n

Albion 73, Olivet 63
Alma 88, Kalamazoo

A B 8 Norh bakota 80
Salduin- Wallace 131, Marietta 110
Ball St. 67, N. llinoi

Bamidii & 51, Minh-Crookston 70
Benemcunexan 5 Cent Methodist 50, 0T

CIG Wl s Mo s cantge 33
Cedarville 76, Mount Vernon Nazarene 63
1, Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 63

Clarke 88, Aurora 83
Cleveland St. 67, Wright St. 53

Columbia, Mo. 90, Missouri Baptist 89, OT
Goncordi, Moor, 1,8t Olar

- Concordia . 53

£ linols ¢ Tacksonite st. 61
oo 76 Maranatna Bapist 55

s ARG

Evangel 87, Cu\ver SRockion 32

Findlay 78, Ashla

Franciecan e wm

Frank\m

55, Missouri Valley 56
Nam\meea St Thomas, Minn. 3
Hanover 72, B

Hastin 562 Dakota Weslyn 54
Hillsdal annon

Hoe ws, “Tri-State 74
il j0 73, Butler 49
Hiraasd M inesota 66
esleyan 73, Nonh Park 58
Indiana St. 73, Bradle

, Belol
Lawrence 104, Grinnell 88

St. oseph's,Ind. 78
80, St Maty's, Minn. 56
Malone 98, Rig Grande’

Marhester 17.Mount 4. Joseph 72
Marquette 55, Saint Louis 51, 20T

88, Mayvill
MeRencree Ty Kantioal afLacrange 63
McPherson 60, Kansas We

81 Wis, Lutheran 77
6 Soth Bako:

S Norser 55 o

M land Lutheran 5o

Wilmington, Ohio 59
Muskmgumal John G o I“
N. Michigan 66, Saginaw Vz\ ley St. 54
NW Nissour St 56, SW Baptist 30, OT
Northern St., S.D. inn.-Moorhead 66
Notre Bame'Gol. 4, Point Park 53
Ohio 72, Bowling Grec
Ohio Northern 105, He\ﬂc\hCVQGS
Ohlo St. 65, Norlh n 52
eSTin oL Hiar &8
et Nazarene 53 5( X ier 74
Pittsburg St. 95, Cent.

SSour riss
Rockford 66; Benemcime il

OB Tech 654 Tagka-iron 59
& IAnSIS S Bvansvile o

SW Missour St. 80, Creighton 73
Samford 72, ourt

Shawnee St, 79, Tiffin 68

Sioux Falls 75, Nebraska Wesleyan 65
Southwest St Minn, 97, Wayne, Neb. 95, OT
Southwestern; Kan. 93, Ottawa, Kan.

o Bominican s

W Michigan &4, Cent, MmmganBQ

‘Wabash 69, Ober]

WakseSo Witbertorca .

Wartburg 59, Central 54

Washburn 73 Missour] Western 65
ta st 78 linois St 72

B’ lowa Wesleyan 81
Winona su1. Cancordm StE
Wis-Eay Claire 77, Wis-La

Tb Wik asiee 2
5, st mver Falls 59

Woocrerss, Tanars o s

Alabama ARM 78 TXaS Southern 76, OT
‘Alabama St. 59, Prairie View 50
Ark,-Monusceno 77, Suachita ¢4

Fston Bape. bl of God 72
ovard Payng 'k‘“ Concordva -Austin 100
i
e T
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69-56. Next: vs. Arizona, Thurs

ANK MCNAMARA

B2u's TRYING

\

THINK 1T'LL TAKE

THOSE BABIES ARE.

VOTE FOR 2004 SPORTS JERK OF THE YEAR AT TANKMCNAMARA CoM

5. Tennessee (15-3) did not play. vs. No. 19
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83, Juniata 80
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SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 26
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Leonard wins Hope Classic by three shots

The Associated Press

LA QUINTA, Calif. — Justin Leonard

shot a S-under 67 Sunday to overtake falter-

ing Joe Ogilvie and win the Bob Hope
Chrysler Classic.

Leonard finished the

90-hole tournament at

(0 A 28-under 332, three

shots in front of Ogilvie

(CTTTTTT and Tim Clark of South
Africa.

Ogilvie, still winless

in six years on the tour, had a closing 73.
Clark shot 69.

Coming off his worst year since joining
the tour full-time in 1995, former British
Open champion Leonard rolled in six bird-
ie putts and had just one bogey in the final
round at PGA West’s Palmer Course.

He began the day three shots behind the
front-running Ogilvie, who had been tied
for the lead or alone at the top since the
opening round of the five-day event.

Leonard missed the cut last week at Tor-
rey Pines, but the way he finished it may
have been an omen. Able to play only 17
holes of his second round Friday because
of fog, he was 2 over.

Unlike a half-dozen other players who
also weren't going to make the cut and with-
drew, Leonard showed up Saturday morn-
ing to finish his round — by playing one

e.

He birdied the par 5 and said that he fin-
ished because he felt it was the right thing
to do, adding, “Plus, look at all the momen-
tum I gave myself for next week.”

Leonard finished in the top 10 in just
three tournaments last year and dropped
to 42nd on the earnings list with $1.5 mil-
lion. He failed to win a title for only the sec-
ond time since 1996, and didn’t qualify for
the Tour Championship for the first time
since turning pro.

Eight shots back after the third day of
the Hope, he made up ground with a
fourth-round 64, then caught Ogilvie short-
ly after the final round began.

Leonard started the day by sinking a
pair of birdies that drew him into a tie
when Ogilvie started with a bogey and a
par. Ogilvie then bogeyed No. 3 and Le-
onard’s par put him alone at the top, where
he stayed.

Leonard made the turn with a 3-under

3, and opened a four-shot lead over both
Ogilvie and Clark with a birdie at No. 10.
Not seriously threatened after another bird-
ie at No. 11, Leonard turned conservative
and parred the final eight holes.

Ogilvie and Clark both birdied No. 18,
while Leonard tapped in for par after just
missing a 10-footer.

Peter Lonard of Australia, in second

place two shots behind Ogilvie to start the
day, had putting problems and struggled to
a 72, leaving him tied for fourth at 24
under with Loren Roberts, who has a 69.

Defending champion Phil Mickelson,
who also won the title in 2002, shot himself
out of contention when he hit into the
water on the par-4 No. 13 and took a double
bogey. His 71 left him tied at 21 under.

Craig Stadler, who won the Hope in 1980

for his first PGA title, shot a closing 69 to
finish tied for 14th at 340.

Dougherty wins Caltex Masters

SINGAPORE — England’s Nick Dough-
erty won his first PGA European Tour title
Sunday, shooting a S-under 67 for a
five-stroke victory in the Caltex Masters.

The 22-year-old Dougherty had an
18-under 270 total on the Laguna Nation-
al's Masters Course. Scotland’s Colin Mont-
gomerie, the 2004 winner, closed with a 70
to tie for second with Dutchman Maarten
Lafeber (69).

Denmark’s Thomas Bjorn (72) finished
fourth at 11 under in the tournament
co-sanctioned by the Asian Tour.

“I'm absolutely delighted. When you’re
playing with Colin and Thomas, you really
don’t think it's over until it’s over,” Dough-
erty said after his bogey-free round. “Hope-
fully this is start of many great things to
come.”

Dougherty took control on the 16th hole,
hitting his approach shot to 3 feet to set up
a birdie that gave him a three-stroke lead.
Montgomerie, a stroke back after the 15th,
three-putted for a bogey on No. 16.

“All in all, I think I just about played
good enough golf today,” Dougherty said.

Irwin leads after bogey-free round

KAHUKU, Hawaii — Four-time defend-
ing champion Hale Irwin shot a bogey-free
6-under 66 to take a two-stroke lead over
Allen Doyle after two rounds of the Turtle
Bay Championship.

Justin Leonard chips to the green on the
second hole during the final round of the
Bob Hope Classic on Sunday.

The 59-year-old Irwin is trying to win
his fifth straight and sixth overall victory
at Turtle Bay, the Champions Tour’s first
full-field event of the year.

Irwin putted just 23 times and had six
birdies, moving to 11-under 133.

Doyle had just one bogey in his second
round, getting three birdies on the front
nine and three on the back for a 4-under 68
and a 9-under 135 total.

Boston: City
reveling
in success

BOSTON, FROM BACK PAGE

Crimson quarterback Ryan
Fitzgerald went to the postseason
Hula Bowl and Shrine all-star
games and is getting attention
from NFL scouts.

“It’s a tough town; we have to
keep up with the Joneses,” jokes
Harvard head football coach Tim
Murphy.

Even the UMass men’s basket-
ball team had a moment of glory
in December, upsetting defend-
ing national champion and Inter-
state 91 rival Connecticut, then
ranked No. 7 in the country.

If only the Celtics, who have
struggled since their heyday in
the 1980s, could get in on the act.

Boston and its sports teams
have always seemed to be in the
shadow of New York, despite the
16 basketball titles held by the
Celtics, the Bruins’ five Stanley
Cups, and even the Patriots two
Super Bowl wins. Only the Red
Sox World Series victory seemed
to ease that.

“It’s changed the way people
think of their city,” said Brian
Perry, wearing a Red Sox cap.
“We've worried that we're not a
world-class city, but especially
since the Red Sox won, we’re not
quite as down on ourselves.”

But O’'Nan says it was the Patri-
ots who revived the city’s dreams
for the Red Sox.

“The Red Sox are THE team in
Boston. There’s the Red Sox and
there’s everything else,” former

Confetti drops as Boston Red Sox
fans cheer on players during a
rally in Boston to celebrate the
team’s World Series champion-
ship in October.

Sox pitcher Pedro Martinez —
now a New York Met — said this
week. “I hope this can help get
them (the Patriots) the same re-
the Red Sox because

Tight end Christian Fauria,
who played seven seasons with
the Seattle Seahawks and is now
in his third season with New En-
land,acknowledges the populari
ty of the Red Sox. But he says life
is ety good in Boston for a Pa-

“lhiy is what T always thought
football was going to be like,” he
said Thursday as the team got
back to Super Bowl preparations.

“I thought this is where the fans
are into it. There’s a lot of good
stuff going on, a great sports city,
s0 this is what I expected it to be.”
AP sports writers Ronald Blum, Jimmy
Golen and Howard Ulman conmhuted to
this report.

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Mets catcher Mike
Piazza married former Playboy
Playmate and “Baywatch” star
Alicia Rickter in a candlelight
church ceremony.

With former Mets pitcher Al Le-
iter and Detroit Tigers catcher
Ivan Rodriguez among the base-
ball stars in attendance, Piazza
and Rickter took their vows at St.
Jude’s Catholic Church on Satur-
day before boarding a yacht to a
lavish reception at nearby Fisher
Island.

The 36-year-old catcher’s best
man was his brother Tony.

Augiliary Bishop Ignatius Cat-
anello of the Diocese of Brooklyn
in New York performed the cere-
mony that was attended by about
120 people. He said Piazza was
nervous “like a regular groom,
but he’s OK.”

Rickter, 32, wore a white satin
Vera Wang gown and was joined
by five bridesmaids, including
maid of honor Angelica Bridges,
a “Baywatch” co-star, and Play-
boy Playmates Brande Roderick
and Lisa Dergan.

Player implicated in German
soccer-fixing scandal

BERLIN — The first soccer
player was implicated in Germa-
ny’s widening game-fixing scan-
dal Sunday, and prosecutors
charged three men arrested in
the case with fraud.

Michael Born, the business
manager of third-division SC Pad-
erborn, confirmed to The Associ-

Sports briefs

ated Press his team had informed
the federation that one of its play-
ers was involved with the Croat-
ian betting group allegedly be-
hind the fixing.

Club president Wilfried Finke
told Sportbild magazine his play-
er was given money for Pader-
born’s 4-2 German Cup upset of
Bundesliga team Hamburger SV
in August. He did not identify the
player.

The game was one of at least
four reported to have been
rigged.

The investigation centers on
referee Robert Hoyzer, who is ac-
cused of accepting bribes from
the betting group. Hoyzer refer-
eed the Paderborn-Hamburg
game, which was decided on two
controversial penalty kicks.

After Hoyzer was questioned
by authorities, police on Friday
raided in four places in Berlin, in-
cluding a cafe where the referee
reportedly met with gamblers
and bookmakers. Four men were
arrested and three charged.

he scandal came to light when
four referees tipped off authori-
ties about possibly suspicious ac-
tivities by Hoyzer. The Sueddeut-
sche Zeitung newspaper reported
last week that Hoyzer admitted re-
ceiving money for rigging three
games and also implicated play-
ers and other referees. He appar-
ently has said no first division
games were involved.

Mets catcher Piazza marries
ex-Playmate, ‘Baywatch’ star

Gatti keeps WBC title
with fifth-round knockout

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — Ar-
turo Gatti retained his WBC
140-pound title Saturday, stop-
ping “Jesse” James Leija in the
fifth round and avoiding the kind
of slugfests that have made his ca-
reer.

Before a sellout crowd that
cheered his every move, Gatti
landed a hard overhand right on a
retreating Leija, knocking him
down early in the round. But
Leija narrowly beat referee Earl
Brown’s 10-count and got to his
feet just as Brown got to 10.

Gatti then teed off on him after
that, finally dropping Leija for
good with a left hand to the ear
that  toppled the former
130-pound champion. Leija, of
San Antonio, managed to get to
his knees but the referee called
an end to the fight at 1:48 of the
fifth.

The fight set up a possible June
bout with unbeaten Floyd May-
weather Jr., that would be the
richest of Gatti’s career.

Gatti (39-6) was never in trou-
ble, and he was never cut as in
many of his previous fights.

At the start of the fifth, he at-
tacked quickly after the opening
bell, landing a left, another left
and then a right to Leija’s head,
setting the tempo for what was to
come.

Gatti made $2 million for the
second defense of his WBC title.
Leija made $700,000.
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After slow start, Safin rolls to title

BY PAUL ALEXANDER
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — Marat Safin
just needed a little time to get loosened up
against Lleyton Hewitt in the Australian
Open final.

And once he overcame a terrible start
and put his game on track,
Safin proved unstoppable,
winning in four sets Sunday
night and deflating a crowd
hungering for an Australian
to win this event.

Safin won his second Grand
Slam title, and his first in five
years, with a 1-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4
Victory that helped make up
for two finals losses in the
Russian’s last three appear-
ances on Melbourne Park’s
hard courts.

“It’s really difficult to be-
lieve it,” Safin said, looking at
the winner’s trophy. “You need to get to
your room, sit down and believe this is
yours.”

Hewitt was trying to become the first
Aussie man to win the Australian Open
since Mark Edmondson in 1976, when the
event was played on grass at Kooyong.

Looking tight, the fourth-seeded Safin’s
serve was broken on four backhand errors
in his first service game and he won only
three points while falling behind 3-0. His
biggest weapon, his serve, was erratic and
ineffective.

“The first set, you really couldn’t call it
tennis,” Safin said. “I didn’t believe I could
play that badly.”

He chalked it up to nerves.

“Itried to come down,” he said. “Then in
the second set, I more or less got it togeth-

‘After the third-seeded Hewitt hit a fore-

hand out on match point, the outgoing
Safin was surprisingly subdued, making
only one fist pump.

Safin, who got a good luck cell phone text
message from the only other Russian to
win a men’s Grand Slam title — Yevgeny
Kafelnikov in the 1996 French Open and
1999 at Melbourne Park — thanked every-
one, including the crowd,

“even though 90 percent of
you were for Hewitt.

Seventh-seeded Serena Wil-
liams downed top-ranked
Lindsay Davenport in the
women’s final Saturday and
will rise to second in the new
rankings. Australians Scott
Draper and Samantha Sto-
sur, a wild-card pair playing
together for the first time,
won the mixed doubles earli-
er Sunday, defeating Kevin
Ullyett of Zimbabwe and Lie-
zel Huber of South Africa 6-2, 2-6, 7-6 (6).

Safin won the U.S. Open in 2000 and rose
soon afterward to No. 1, then plunged as
low as 86th after injuries in 2003. He start-
ed his comeback here last year, and
avenged his loss in that final to Roger Fed-
erer by ending the top-ranked Swiss star’s
26-match winning streak in the semifinals.

“You knocked off the guy who's nearly
been impossible,” said Hewitt, who will
rise to No. 2 in the rankings, swapping plac-
es with Andy Roddick. “I didn’t feel like T
played that badly out there. You thorough-
ly deserve it.”

Although he usually feeds off controver-
sy — angering three opponents with his
on-court shouts and staredowns on his way
to the final — Hewitt unraveled as Safin
raised his game. The sellout crowd urged
him on, but Hewitt couldn’t feed off their
energy this time.

“Some of his hitting from the back of the
court late in the third set and then the
whole fourth set was pretty incredible,”
said Hewitt, who began preparing months
ago to peak for his home Grand Slam.

“T'll be able to walk out with my head
held high that I've given everything,” he
said. “But right at the moment, ’'m human
and I'm disappointed. To come that close,
train so hard to put yourself in a position,
it’s hard to take at the moment.”

Hewitt was at the top of his game early,
zipping from sideline to sideline while com-
mitting only one unforced error — to
Safin’s 13 — in the 23-minute first set and
yielding only two points in his four service
games. But as Safin got it together, Hewitt
started slipping in the second set, yielding
an early break and then another at 2-5 to
even the match.

With fist pumps and shouts of “Come on!
Come on!” Hewitt saved two break points
in the first game of the third set as tensions
rose and both men’s nerves frayed.

Hewitt screamed “No way!” at the um-
pire in the next game after an overrule on
Safin’s shot that he thought was long but
TV replays showed was on the line.

Safin had his own fist pump and shout of
“Vamos!” — Let’s go — after one winner,
but Hewitt broke serve when he guessed
right on Safin’s volley and stroked a back-
hand winner down the line. Safin sent a
forehand long on the next point.

Safin, notorious for breaking rackets,
spiked another one, but continued to play
with it. He got his thighs massaged during
the changeover after Hewitt held serve for
a3-0 lead, then complained to umpire Car-
los Ramos in Spanish about another close
call in the next game.

Hewitt was called for a foot fault on his
first serve at 4-2, 30-40. He won the poml
after a long rally, then was given a code vio-

Marat Safin reacts to beating Lleyton
Hewitt in the Austalian Open final.

lation for unsportsmanlike conduct for
screaming as he pointed at the line judge
responsible for the call. Safin got back on
serve on his third break point with a back-
hand winner down the line. Safin com-
plained again to Ramos during the
changeover.

Hewitt seemed to unravel. He foot-fault-
ed again at 15-30 in his next service game
and double-faulted at 30-40. Handed a 5-4
lead, Safin held serve for the set.

This time, it was Hewitt who sought a
massage on the thigh muscles that have
given him trouble throughout the tourna-
ment.

Safin, suddenly looking confident, ral-
lied from a 40-15 deficit as Hewitt served
in the first game of the fourth set, finishing
off the break with an overhead winner and
a backhand crosscourt pass.

It was the only break Safin needed, as he
yielded only three points in his five service
games in the set.

Paerson wins super-G; three Americans place in top 10

BY ERICA BULMAN
The Associated Press

SANTA CATERINA VALFURVA, Italy —
Sweden’s Anja Paerson won the super giant
slalom in the Alpine World Ski Champion-
ships on Sunday for her first major interna-
tional title in a speed racs

Julia Mancuso of the Unned States finished
third in an event in which Americans placed
three skiers in the top 10.

Paerson, a technical specialist who added
the downhill and super-G to her repertoire
only last season, tore down the Deborah
Compagnoni course in 1 minute, 17.64 sec-
onds.

“This is unbelievable. I really hadn’t count-
ed on it,” Paerson said. “Before the race, the
most I had speculated was a third place. I was
s0 nervous at the start. I gave everything,
risked everything.

“This year, I fought so hard and trained so
much, and it's finally paying off. That I am
now the world champion is unbelievable.”

Lucia Recchia of Italy was second in 1:18.09
and Mancuso finished third in 1:18.40. For the
United States, Lindsey Kildow was ninth and
Kristen Clark 10th.

“Not perfect but I didn't make any mistakes
as big as everyone else’s,” Mancuso said. “T
thought it would be grippier, but it was fast
and I made some mistakes from that, going a
little straighter than I wanted in some places.”

Kildow made several costly mistakes, veer-
ing exceptionally wide at one gate midway
down.

‘World Cup super-G leader Renate Goetschl
lost a pole at the top of the hill and finished
2.29 seconds off the pace. Two other Austri-
ans, Michaela Dorfmeister and Alexandra
Menssmlzer went off course, missing a gate

en
“The steep rock slope, where Michaela and

World Alpine Championships

Julia Mancuso of the United States waves her national flag as she celebrates placing third in the
super-G in the Alpine Ski World Championships in Santa Caterina Valfurva, Italy, on Sunday.

Alexandra went off course, was dlfﬁcult the
curve comes so fast ” Paerson said.
had problems there.”

Hilde Gerg of Germany also had a difficult
run that left her 1.43 back.

“Even with an error-free run today, it was
not possible for the later starters,” Gerg said.

'hree Italians finished in the top five, with

Nadia Fanchini fourth in 1:18.43 and Isolde
Kostner fifth in 1:18.54.

Paerson won last season’s overall World
Cup title largely on her strength in the techni-
cal disciplines. She also is the defending sla-
lom and giant slalom World Cup champion.
She has won only two World Cup races this
season, a slalom in Maribor, Slovenia, this
month and the season-opening giant slalom in
Soelden, Austria.

21, Lucie Hrstkova,
20

2 essica
1:2102.
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Raptors suspend Alston for two games

The Associated Press

TORONTO — The Toronto Rap-
tors suspended point guard Rafer
Alston for two games on Sunday
for his conduct at practice a day
before.

Alston won’t be paid and will
not be allowed to practice until
Thursday. Toronto coach Sam
Mitchell wouldn’t say what Al-
ston did but said he needs to rein
in his emotions.

“It would be helpful for him as
as furthering his career,”
Mitchell said. “His passion is his
strength, but sometimes it can be
a weakness. You got to control
your emotions.”

Alston missed Sunday’s game
against Phoenix and will miss
Wednesday’s game at Indiana.
Milt Palacio started in Alston’s
place against the Suns.

This isn’t the first time Alston
has been in trouble with the team.

During a loss to Boston on Dec. 3,
Mitchell told Alston to get off his
bench after he received a techni-
cal foul. Mitchell benched him for
the rest of the game and the next

ame. Alston was so upset, he
threatened to leave the team and
quit the NBA altogether before
later backtracking.

Alston signed a six-year con-
tract worth between $27 million
and $30 million this past summer.

e Raptors are 1-8 when Al-
ston scores 20 or more points.

Frustrated Heat

get past

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Stan Van Gundy’s
mood was somber. A steamed
Shaquille O'Neal skipped post-

mi Heat
won, or the fallout may have been
worse.

Dwyane Wade had 30 points,
eight rebounds and six assists,
helping the Heat overcome a frus-
tration-filled day for O'Neal and
defeat the Houston Rockets
104-95 on Sunday.

Wade had 12 Df his points in the
fourth quarter for Miami, which
won its thnrd straight — and im-
proved Stan Van Gundy’s record
to 2-1 when facing his brother,
Rockets coach Jeff Van Gundy.
It's not a matchup either coach
looks forward to, and winning sim-
ply doesn’t feel ‘the same when it
comes at a sibling’s expense.

“On nights that he loses you
feel bad,” Stan Van Gundy said.
“I'd rather not have to do it, but
we have to. It's not as much fun as
the other times.”

Foul trouble limited O’Neal to
27 minutes; he had 15 points and
five rebounds, but did come up
with a crucial three-point play in
the final minute to help seal the
wi

in.

Udonis Haslem hit his first
seven shots from the floor and fin-
ished with 16 for Miami, as did
Damon Jones. Eddie Jones added
11, meaning all five Heat starters
hit double figures for the second
straight game.

Tracy McGrady had 28 points
— on 10-for-26 shooting — for
Houston.

Kings 94, Timberwolves 84:
At Minneapolis, Brad Miller had
27 points, 15 rebounds and plenty
of help picking up the slack for
two injured stars, sparking Sacra-
‘mento over sluggish Minnesota.

e Sacramento backcourt,
Cuttino Mobley (23 points) and
Mike Bibby (21 points), com-
bined for 34 points over the final
two quarters following a slow
first half. All-Star forwards Peja
Stojakovic (back spasms) and
Chris Webber (sore leﬁ knee)
didn’t dress for the

Kevin Garnett had 21 pmnls 13
rebounds and seven assists for
Minnesota, which had its
five-game winning streak end rag-

edly.

8ex

In Saturday’s games:

Magic 103, Heat 97: Steve
Francis scored 32 points, and host
Washington missed crucial free
throws down the stretch, giving
Orlando a sweep of back-to-back
games between the Southeast Di-
vision contenders.

Francis made an off-balance,
turnaround 14-footer with 24 sec-
onds left to put the Magic ahead
for good. He was 13-for-26 with
nine rebounds and seven assists.

Pistons 91, Knicks 61: In A
burn Hills, Mich., Richard Hamil-
ton scored 18 points and Detroit
held slumping New York to its
Towest point total of the season.

Chauncey Billups and Antonio
McDyess each scored 16 points
for the Pistons, who moved into a
first-place tie with Cleveland in
the Central Division with their
third straight win.

Rockets

)

Nuggets 95, Pacers 88:
Kenyon Martin scored 25 points
and had five Steals and Denver
won its second straight under
new coach George Karl.

It was the fourth straight loss
for the Pacers and their first at
home against the Nuggets in 10
years.

Roundup

Grizzlies 84, Hawks 83: Jason
Williams scored 23 points _and
had eight assists, Mike Miller
added 21 points, and Memphis
hung on to beat travel-weary At-
lanta.

Tyronn Lue’s fallaway 10-foot-
er at the horn for Atlanta bounced
off the rim, sending the Hawks to
their fourth straight loss.

The Hawks were stranded in
Atlanta overnight as icy condi-
tions prevented them from flying
out after Friday’s loss to Miami.
The team arrived at the FedExFo-
rum about an hour later than orig-
inally scheduled.

Nets 99, Jazz 82: Vince Carter
made his first five shots on his
way to 30 points for the second
straight game, and visiting New
Jersey won its season-high third
straight.

Carter was S-for-5 from
three-point range and scored on a
variety of drives as New Jersey
never trailed. It was Carter’s sec-
ond straight 30-point game.

lason Kidd scored 19 points
and Nenad Krstic added 13 for
the Nets.

76ers 93, Mavericks 89: John
Salmons scored a season-high 19
points and Kyle Korver had 16 as
Philadelphia won on the road
without Allen Iverson.

Iverson, leading the NBA in
scoring at 29 points per game,
missed his third straight game
due to a strained left rotator cuff.

Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with
25 points, nine rebounds and a ca-
reer-high six blocked shots.

Celtics 101, Bulls 97: Ricky
Davis scored eight fourth-quarter
pomts to spark a late rally, and

Gary Payton hit the go-ahead
three-pointer for visiting Boston,
which snapped Chicago’s
five-game winning streak.

The surprising Bulls finished
January 13-3, two of the losses to
the Celtics.

Spurs 93, Hornets 83: Tony
Parker scored 23 points and had
10 assists, and San Antonio im-
proved to 23-1 at home.

The Hornets, sporting the
NBA’s worst record at 8-35,
trailed by only four points after
three quarters. But the Spurs
opened the fourth with an 8-0 run
as New Orleans missed its first 10
shots.

Clippers 96, Warriors 85:
Elton Brand overcame early foul
trouble to score 27 points and the
Clippers completed their first sea-
son sweep of the visiting War-

ors.
Sixth-man  Zeljko Rebraka
scored 17 of his season-high 19
points in the first half and had a
career-high 16 rebounds.
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Apparently no deficit too big for Pitt

Panthers come back
from 17 down and
top No. 4 Syracuse

BY ALAN ROBINSON
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Syracuse couldn’t
have asked for a better start as it tried to be-
come the first visiting team to win in suc-
cessive seasons in Pitt’s new arena, The Or-
ange’s biggest mistake was letting the
game get away long before the finish.

Carl Krauser and Chevon Troutman led

gh’s secon
from a 17-point deficit against a ranked op-
ponent, withstanding long scoreless
stretches to drive the No. 20 Panthers to a
76-69 victory over fourth-ranked Syracuse
on Saturday night.

Pittsburgh, rallymg much as it did the
previous Saturday in beating then-No. 16
Connecticut 76-66, took command by hold-
ing Syracuse scoreless for 62 minutes in a
13-0 run midway through the second half.

The Orange (20-2, 7-1 Big East) opened
a22-5 lead by holding Pitt to two field goals
in the first 10 minutes. Syracuse ended Pit-
t's 40-game home winning streak last sea-
son by becoming the first visiting team to
win in the Petersen Events Center, which
opened for the 2002-03 season.

“It didn’t feel like we were down 17,” Pit-
t's Levon Kendall said. “We made a lot of
mental mistakes that gave them open
shots, and we knew that if we played as
well as we could, it wouldn’t be a problem
coming back. It wasn't anything to get wor-
ried about.”

Apparently not. Krauser got all of his 19
points in the second half after not scoring
for nearly 23 minutes and Troutman, held
scoreless for the first 14 %> minutes, had 18
points and nine rebounds for Pitt (14-3,
4-2). The Panthers outrebounded Syracuse
39-28.

Keith Benjamin, a seldom-used fresh-
‘man guard who had scored only two points
in Pitt’s previous 13 games, keyed the
comeback by coming off the bench for 10
points — as many as he had all season.

AP

Pittsburgh’s Chris Taft, right, is fouled by Syracuse’s Craig Forth in a scramble for a re-
bound during the first half Saturday night. No. 20 Pittsburgh beat No. 4 Syracuse 76-69.

“It's been a long wait to go out there and
show what I could do,” said Benjamin, who
‘was slowed earlier by a foot injury. “Coach
(Jamie Dixon) gave me an opportunity and
I wanted to bring some energy to the
team.”

Gerry McNamara scored 26 points and
Hakim Warrick had 25, but no other Syra-

cuse player scored more than four as the
Orange’s 13-game winning streak ended.
McNamara went 14 minutes without a bas-
ket during the second half before hitting
three late three-pointers.

“We can’t win with only two guys scor-
ing — we need better balance,” Syracuse
coach Jim Boeheim said. “People are

going to do what they can to take Gerry
and Hakim away, and we need our other
guys in those situations. Two guys are not
going to win a game in this league.”

Boeheim felt the game swung when the
Panthers went into a 2-3 zone in the second
half — Syracuse’s preferred defense — but
the Orange still couldn’t get open shots.

“We actually wanted them to play the
zone, but they made shots and we
couldn’t,” Boeheim said. “Our failure to at-
tack the zone was our biggest shortcom-
ing.”

Pitt was 13-for-26 in the second half to
Syracuse’s 10-for-28.

McNamara was in double figures with
10 points before Pitt made its second field
goal of the game, but Benjamin came off
the bench to hit two quick baskets and start
the Panthers on a 22-9 run that cut Syra-
cuse’s lead to 31-27.

Pitt tied it for the first time at 38 on
Krauser’s second three-pointer in two pos-
sessions before Syracuse answered with a
quick 6-0 run for a 44-38 lead.

Benjamin’s three-pointer and two free
throws and Aaron Gray’s tap-in started a
13-0 run that put Pitt up by seven. At that
point, Pitt had outscored Syracuse 46-22
since trailing by 17.

Dixon went to Benjamin mostly out of
desperation after freshman guard Ronald
Ramon quickly drew three fouls and start-
ing guard Antonio Graves had trouble get-
ting open shots. Graves failed to score in
nine minutes.

“We had a lot of sophomores and fresh-
men out there and guys who hadn’t played
a lot, but they played llke they had been

ere in those situations,” Dixon said.

The Panthers had lost three of five, in-
cluding successive home games to Buck-
nell and Georgetown, before beating Con-
necticut and Syracuse. The turnaround
began when Krauser began cutting down
on his turnovers and quit forcing shots.

“In the first half I was looking for my
teammates and letting the game come to
me,” Krauser said. “In the second half, I
felt a sense of urgency to get things going.”

The Orange, the highest-ranked oppo-
nent to play at the Petersen Center, were
playing their first ranked opponent since
losing to then-No. 5 Oklahoma State 74-60
on Dec. 7.

Kansas coach Bill Self makes a point to an
official during the sixth-ranked Jayhawks'
90-65 rout of Texas on Saturday night.

BY DOUG TUCKER
The Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Kansas’ best game
of the season turned out to be Rick Barnes”
worst Big 12 loss ever.

With a smothering defense and 27 points
from Wayne Simien, No. 6 Kansas romped
past No. 16 Texas 90-65 Saturday night,
handing Barnes his most lopsided setback
in a conference game in seven years with
the Longhorns.

“Those are the best two halves we've put
together all year, by far,” Aaron Miles,
Kansas’ senior point guard, Aaron Miles,
said.

“Offensively, we shared the ball and exe-
cuted,” Miles, the Big 12's career assists
leader, said. “Defensively, we played great
team defense. We made them take tough
shots. That's the key.”

The Longhorns (15-5, 4-3), down to eight
scholarships players because of injuries
and academic problems, were never in it,
falling to 0-5 in Allen Fieldhouse since the
Big 12 was formed in 1996. They commit-
ted a season-high 20 turnovers.

“They were good,” Barnes said. “We re-
ally didn’t give ourselves a chance. In the
first half they had 14 points off our turn-
overs.”

Keith Langford had 17 points and Miles
had 10 points and eight assists for the Jay-
hawks (16-1, 6-0), who took over the Big 12
lead with the surprisingly one-sided romp
over a team that beat them twice last sea-

son.

Keyed by Jeff Hawkins’ three-pointer at
the buzzer, the Jayhawks closed the first
half on a 14-4 run, taking a 43-28 lead.

Determined to keep the momentum,
they came out firing in the second half and
quickly built the lead to 21 points.

“That’s what we were thinking,” Miles
said. “There have been games this year
where we’d be up by 15 points and then
we’d let a team back in. We can’t be like
that. Good teams like Texas can get back in
the game, so you have to put your foot on
their throat and not let them back.”

Simien started the second half by steal-
ing a pass and then Miles hit a three-point-
er. Christian Moody blocked a shot and fed
Langford for another basket.

“It was a collective effort. It was proba-
bly our most complete game of the sea-
son,” Simien said.

A moment later, J.R. Giddens hit a
three-pointer that put the Jayhawks on top
51-30. Texas got no closer than 16 in the
second half.

Jayhawks make it look easy in rout of Texas

Barnes’ previous worst conference loss
was 83-59 at Oklahoma on Jan. 31, 2000.

“They were great tonight,” Daniel Gib-
son, Texas' freshman point guard, said.
“They came out aggressive.”

Gibson, who went 6-for-6 from behind
the arc against Texas Tech on Tuesday
night and had averaged almost 22 points in
his last three games, had only four points
in the first half. He wound up with 19, and
earned the respect of the Jayhawks.

“He’s going to be a great guard in this
conference,” Miles said. “When they were
down, he kind of took it upon himself to
say, ‘You know what? OK, I'm going to try
to do something.” And he made shots. He
made plays in the second half. I like that in
ayoung player.”

Jason Klotz and Kenton Paulino each
had 12 for the Longhorns, who shot only 37
percent to Kansas’ 50 percent.

“That (Kansas) is probably the best
team in lhe B 12,” Klotz said. “They
played great.”

Texas, after hmmg 14 of 21 from beyond
the arc in its previous game, made only
four of 23 Saturday night.

“Our offense early got us in trouble,”
Barnes said. “It wasn’t our defense.”
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Notre Dame’s inside game
too much for Connecticut

The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Torin Francis scored 19
points and Notre Dame used strong inside play to
surprise No. 19 Connecticut 78-74 on Sunday.

After shooting 50 percent for most of the game,
Connecticut missed its final five shots, including a
breakaway layup by Marcus Williams that would
have tied the game at 76 with 15 seconds left. In-
stead, Williams fouled Chris Thomas on the re-
bound and Thomas made two free throws to give the
Irish a four-point lead.

Connecticut (12-5, 4-3 Big East) missed its final
two three-point attempts as time ran out, giving
Notre Dame its first victory over a ranked team
since beating the ninth-ranked Huskies a year ago.

'homas had 11 of his 15 points in the second half
for the Irish (13-5, 5-3), who had lost two straight.

No. 10 Washington 79, Arizona St. 70: At
Tempe, Ariz., Nate Robinson scored 18 of his 23
points in the second half and Washington moved
back into a tie with Arizona for first place in the
Pac-10.

The Huskies (17-3, 7-2 Pac-10) lost 92-83 at No. 11
Arizona on Thursday night. But Washington State
upset Arizona on Saturday, clearing the way for the
Huskies to regain a share of the conference lead by
beating Arizona State.

Tke Diogu had 14 points and 13 rebounds for Arizo-
na State, his 80th double-digit scoring game in his
80-game collegiate career.

Kevin Kruger added 12 points but had five turn-
overs, while Steve Moore scored 11 and Bryson
Krueger 10 for the Sun Devils (15-6, 4-5).

Robinson, bouncing back from a sub-par game at
Arizona, was 8-for-12 from the field, including
6-for-8 in the second half, and was 2-for-4 on
three-pointers.

Notre Dame’s Dennis Latimore (41) attempts to
drive past Connecticut’s Josh Boone (21) during
Sunday’s 78-74 upset of the 19th-ranked Huskies.

Tre Simmons scored 1S points
and Brandon Roy had 12 for Wash-
ington. Jamaal Williams added 11
points, six during the decisive
11-0 second-half run.

In Saturday games:

No. 7 Kentucky 68, Arkansas 67: At Fay-
etteville, Ark., Patrick Sparks hit what proved to be
the deciding basket with 24.2 seconds left as Ken-
tucky (16-2, 7-0 Southeastern Conference) held on.

Eric Ferguson countered Sparks’ shot with a
three-pointer, pulling Arkansas within a point. The
Wildcats’ Chuck Hayes missed a free throw, and
Ferguson got the rebound but missed a three-point
try at the buzzer.

Ronnie Brewer had 18 for Arkansas (14-6, 2-5).

No. 8 Boston College 64, Georgetown 49: At
Boston, Craig Smith had 20 points and eight re-
bounds, and unbeaten Boston College shut out Geor-
getown for a 15-minute span in the first half.

Jared Dudley scored 13 for BC (18-0, 7-0 Big
East), which is one shy of the longest winning streak
in school history — 19 straight in 1968-69.

Brandon Bowman scored 16 points for George-
town (13-6, 5-3). The Hoyas, who lost for just the
third time in 12 games, haven’t beaten a top 10 team
since 1996.

No. 12 Louisville 105, Tulane 69: At New Or-
leans, Francisco Garcia had 21 points to lead six dou-
ble-figure scorers as the Cardinals (18-3, 6-2 Confer-
ence USA) routed Tulane (8-11, 2-6).

The Cardinals won their sevemh straight game
and 12th in the last 13. Louisville has won by an aver-
age of 32.9 points during its winning streak.

ouisville led by 19 after 10 minutes and pushed
the margin to as many as 44. The Cardinals finished
with 20 steals, one off the school record.

lowa St. 74, No. 13 Oklahoma 66: At Ames,
Towa, Curtis Stinson scored 23 points and Iowa State
(9-8, 1-5 Big 12) relied on its short-range game to
end a 10-game winning streak by Oklahoma (16-3,
5-1). Jared Homan added 14 points for Iowa State,
which did not make a basket outside 10 feet but out-
scored the Sooners 48-28 inside.

Taj Gray led Oklahoma with 21 points.

No. 15 Michigan St. 92, Oakland, Mich. 75: At
East Lansing, Mich., Maurice Ager scored 22 points
and Michigan State (14-3) pulled away in the second
half in its final tuneup for Tuesday’s Big Ten show-
down with Illinois.

Shannon Brown, Chris Hill and Kelvin Torbert
each had 13 points for the Spartans, who have won
11 of their last 12 and all 10 home games this season.

No. 17 Gonzaga 91, Portland 79: At Spokane,
Wash., J.P. Batista had 25 points and 12 rebounds
and Gonzaga (15-4, 5-2 West Coast Conference)
made 34 of 39 free throws to withstand a second-half
rally by Portland (13-9, 2-5).

Portland (13-9, 2-5), the last WCC team to beat
Gonzaga at home, trailed by as many as 14 in the
first half but held several leads in the second half be-
fore fading. Pooh Jeter led the Pilots with 22 points.

No. 18 Wisconsin 76, Penn St. 50: At State Col-
lege, Pa., Kammron Taylor scored 20 points as Wis-
consin (14-4, 5-2 Big Ten) beat Penn State (7-13,
1-6). The Badgers bounced back after a loss to
top-ranked Illinois that ended a 38-game home win-
ning streak.

Aaron Johnson had 17 points and 11 rebounds for
Penn State.

No. 21 Cincinnati 87, Houston 68: At Cincinnati,
James White scored a career-high 25 points, making
every type of shot, and added 10 rebounds to lead
Cincinnati (17-3, 6-1 Conference USA) over Hous-
ton (12-9, 3-4).

Jason Maxiell also had 10 rebounds, 14 points and
eight blocks, helping the Bearcats roll to their 10th
straight victory over a team they traditionally domi-
nate. Houston is 1-22 against Cincinnati, which
leaves next season for the Big East.

No. 23 lowa 72, Indiana 57: At Iowa City, Pierre
Pierce, one of four Iowa starters benched at the be-
ginning of the game for lackluster play, scored 25
points to lead the Hawkeyes (15-5, 3-4 Big Ten) past
Indiana (9-9, 4-3).

Men’s
Top 25

roundup

Air Force’s Nick Welch, rear, goes up to block a shot by San Diego
State’s Tyler Smith during the first half of Saturday night's game at the
Air Force Academy. Air Force (13-7) beat San Diego State 62-50.

Air Force wins 23rd
straight home game

The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— Jacob Burtschi scored 16
points and Air Force beat San
Diego State 62-50 on Saturday
night, the Falcons’ 23rd straight
victory at home.

Air Force (13-7, 4-1 Mountain
‘West) moved into sole possession
of  second
place in the
conference
by extending
the nation’s
second-long-
est home win-

Service

Academies

ning streak.

The Falcons started cold from
three-point range and trailed by a
point at the half.

Air Force’s Nick Welch, who
finished with 10 points, made a
layup with 13:48 left in the game
to start a 10-1 run. A three-point-
erby Tim Keller put Air Force up
41-30 with 10:10 left to play.

A three-pointer by Marc
Holum with 9:14 to play started
another run that ended with a
three-pointer by Matt McCraw at
2:41 that gave Air Force a 54-37
lead over the Aztecs (9-9, 3-2).

In Sunday games:

Navy 66, Bucknell 62: At An-
napolis, Md., Greg Sprink scored
17 points as Navy upset Patriot
League leader Bucknell (14-6, 5-2
Patriot), the Middies’ seconbd
straight victory.

Navy (6-14, 2-5) clinched it by
making 10 of 11 free throws down
the stretch. Navy took the lead for
good at 63-62 with 21.7 seconds to
g0 on two free throws by fresh-
man Corey Johnson. George O’-
Garro added two free throws with
18 seconds left. Bucknell’s Kevin
Bettencourt missed a three-point-
er with nine seconds to go and
Sprink made the clinching free
throw with 7.4 seconds to play

Lafayette 66, Army 49: At Eas-
ton, Pa., Sean Kanitter and Jamaal
Douglas each scored 14 points as
Lafayette (6-14, 2-5) won a match
of Patriot League tailenders.

ory Sinning scored 16 points
and Matt Bell added 10 points for
Army (3-16, 1-6).

Army trailed 36-30 with 14 min-
utes remaining when Knitter
scored on four straight posses-
sions, and Pat Betley’s
three-pointer gave the Leopards
a 47-35 advantage with 8:26 re-
maining.
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Air Force heats
San Diego St. to extend
home win streak, Page 31

Boston sports fans finally have something
to brag about in more than one sport

BY SYLVIA LEE WINGFIELD
The Associated Press

BOSTON — It’s time for Boston sports fans to
gloat for a change.

Heck, the Boston Red Sox finally conquered
the New York Yankees and then won a World
Series. Now the New England Patriots are try-
ing to win their third Super Bowl in four years.

“It doesn’t get any better, it really doesn’t,”
said novelist Stewart O’Nan, who collaborated
with his friend and fellow Red Sox fan, horror
writer Stephen King, on “Faithful,” a diary of
the 2004 Red Sox season.

Last year began with the Patriots winning the
Super Bowl. Then from spring through sum-
mer, fans watched as the

Red Sox rebounded from

occasional losing streaks
+, only to keep getting better.

New England
Patriots
quarterback
Tom Brady

They'd grown accustomed to the usual swan
dive after the All-Star break. But this time the
team went on a tear. Could it actually happen?
Could this be “the year” for which generations
of die-hard fans had pined? Fall usually brought
heartbreak to Boston baseball fans. This time, it
brought unmeasurable joy.

The Sox came back from a 3-0 hole in the
ALCS to win four straight against the hated Yan-
kees, then swept St. Louis in four games to win
the title, their first in 86 years.

It's all made for a fun year for the city’s
long-suffering fans.

“Everybody’s ecstatic,” said Adam Herzlich,
a Boston bartender holding off the January chill
on Thursday with a Patriots watch cap.

“People who weren’t Pats fans a few years
ago are now. My mother’s even watching the
playoffs. She hasn’t watched that much football
since she watched me play,” at Brookline High
School, he said.

There’s more.
The Boston College men’s basketball team
is one of only two undefeated college teams
in the country, and is now ranked No. 8 in
The Associated Press rankings. The BC
women’s basketball team is also in the AP
Top 25, and the men’s hockey team is
ranked No. 1.

SEE BOSTON ON PAGE 27

AP photos
Above: Boston College’s Craig
Smith reacts as he scores
against Georgetown in the first
half Saturday. BC is ranked
No. 8 in The Associated Press
poll and is one of only two
undefeated men’s teams in the
country. Left: The Boston Red
Sox ended decades of misery
for their fans by winning their
first World Series in 86 years.

Russia’s Safin
earns second
Slam title with
win over crowd
favorite Hewitt in
Australian Open
Page 28

Heat give Stan
Van Gundy 2-1
edge against
brother Jeff
Page 29

Leonard overtakes
faltering Ogilvie
to win
Hope Classic
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